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Preface 

Modi is in power in the center from 2014 May. He began with the slogans of 

Acche Din, fighting against corruption, against rising prices, atrocities against 

women and of course the promise that everyone getting 15 Lakhs in their 

accounts as the black money stashed in foreign countires will be brought back. 

The claims of Vikas are in the air, the rise of prestige in the World and World 

listening to Modi as a major leader are part of the propaganda of the vast 

network for dissimilation of propaganda is very much in place. Yes, this was a 

period of rule with a difference. By and by the principles of Indian Constituion 

are getting a go by, the condition of average people is worsening, the minorities 

are facing a harrowing time as the majoritarian grip is worsening on the society. 

There is not a single aspect of pluralism and diversity which is safe. There is not 

a single aspect of values of freedom movement which is values in the new 

regime. Modi himself has assumed powers close to that of a dictator, while the 

garb of democracy is retained. 

This book was initially written few years ago. Some of the harrowing 

phenomenons were not witnessed at that time, particularly demonetization and 

mismanangement of Covid 19 epidemic. The decision of demoanitzation was not 

known even to the finance minister, the decision of lockdown in few hours also 

came like a firman of supreme leader leading to number of casualities and 

hardships. The process of centralization of power, the undermining of 

affirmative action for weaker sections of society went on ruthlessly. We are 

witnessing a process of deepening polarization and rise of emotive issues at the 

cost of alleviation of poverty, eradication of unemployment, worsening plight of 

farmers among others.  

This period also saw the introduction of Corporate friendly Farm laws, against 

which farmers stood firm for a period of nearly one years before the Government 

could wake up to their demands. We saw the painful exercise of NRC, 

disqualifying nearly 20 Lakh Citizens of Assam. Detention Centrs were ready for 
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them. As 12.5 Lakhs of these turned out to be Hindus, CAA was introduced. But 

all this led to the massive Shaheen bagh chain of movements, which shook the 

society. This also was the pretext for orchetrating Delhi violence in which 51 

people lost their lives. 

The horrific issue of Cow-Beef resulted in lynchings of the likes of Akhlaq’s and 

Junaid and flogging in Una of 4 dalit youth who were on their tradition job of 

deskking a dead cow. As India emerged a leading exporter of beef, it also saw 

the lynchings of Muslims and dalits. 

Two pillars of Hindutva agenda were implemented, the abolition of instant triple 

talaq and abrogation of Article 370. The claim that abroagation of article 370 will 

give peace to the region was totally belied as the murders of Kashmiri pundits 

went on unabated. The undermining of scientific temper and communalization 

of History books is in full flow. 

Many of these disturbing themes are takne up in this revised edition with the 

hope that we realize the threat of majoritarian politics and preserve the plural-

diverse nature of our country. 

I am thankful to friends for the response to earlier edition and hope this edition 

will be of some help in realizing the threats of majoritarian politics. 

 

Ram Puniyani 

Center for Study of Society and Secularism 

Mumbai, 2023 
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(1) 
MODI: INCHING TOWARDS POWER 

 

 

Narendra Modi was dominating the media, print social and TV through his carefully constructed 

propaganda machinery and his potential of being nominated as the BJP’s Prime Ministerial 

candidate by RSS-BJP from March 2014. He had openly used the words like puppies dying under 

the car wheel, while referring to the victims of Gujarat carnage of 2002. (1) He also asserted that 

he is a ‘Hindu nationalist’. (2) While most of the older allies of NDA; temporarily drifted from 

NDA, RSS-BJP did hope that he will be able to win the 2014 elections due to his image of a non 

corrupt, efficient administrator who has taken Gujarat to the heights of development. In social 

media and other platforms the polarized section of Hindus and the section of middle classes were 

very appreciative of Modi and stood for the aim of his becoming the next prime minister. 

  

  

a. RSS-BJP: Rise in 1980s 

  

Modi is a trained Pracharak 

(propagator) of RSS, deeply 

soaked in the ideology of Hindu 

nationalism, working for the 

agenda of Hindu nation. In the 

decade of 1980 multiple 

factors at global and local level 

led to the rise of conservative 

middle classes, the petty 

industrialists, the rich farmers, 

the affluent professionals, who 

are always for the politics of 

status quo. During this time the 

global changes, the creeping 

globalization was on and the 

attacks on working class 

movement were stepped up. RSS-VHP during this phase started promoting the 

religiosity all round. Using the Shah Bano judgment as the pretext, RSS launched the 
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tirade against secular values by putting forward the word ‘Pseudo secularism’ and 

phrases like appeasement of minorities. (3) 

  

In this backdrop Advani started his Rath Yatra for Ram Temple. In the country where 

the dire need of basic amenities for life and the need for protection of the human rights 

of weaker sections of society are paramount, the RSS combine deliberately brought 

forward the issues related to identity of a section of Hindus. At the same time their 

propaganda targeted the religious minorities, a mix of distorted version of history, and 

presenting the victims as culprits. The rath yatra of Advani created the atmosphere of 

‘Hate towards minorities’ and this led to series of acts of violence. 

  

The major outcome of this campaign for Ram Temple waRadhes that the issues related 

to human rights and the bread, butter, shelter and employment issues got relegated to 

the background and social-political scene started revolving around the emotive identity issues. 

As a part of the communal politics unleashed by RSS combine, the anti Christian violence in 

Adivasis areas also got stepped up. In these areas the corporate giants want to have a free hand 

and have been able to encroach upon the lands of Adivasis. (4) 

  

  

b. RSS Combine: Epitome of Communalism 

   

RSS began in India during the freedom movement as an organization which was opposed to the 

Indian nationalism and put 

forward Hindu nationalism as 

its goal. RSS was not part of 

freedom movement. It glorifies 

ancient Hindu kings, era of 

pastoral Aryans and ancient 

Hindu scriptures. RSS began as 

a response to the struggle of 

dalits for their land rights and 

the rising opposition to the 

values of Brahminism 

prevalent in the society. The 

non-Brahman movement was 

inspired by Jotiba Phule and Ambedkar. As the average people started coming up in the society, 

started participating in the freedom movement, the elite-upper caste sections felt threatened and 

they came together to form Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). This organization began by 

holding shakhas, and developed a training module according to which this (India) is a Hindu nation 

from times immemorial. The freedom movement’s values of incorporating people of all the 
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religions in the movement were not acceptable to them. They trained the young boys into 

swayamsevaks, who took oath to work for Hindu nation. They also kept totally aloof from freedom 

movement. RSS was founded by the Chittapvan Brahmins and is an exclusively male organization. 

(5) 

 RSS went on to form various subordinate organizations like Rashtra Sevika Samiti (for women). 

In this name the word swayam is missing as RSS being a male dominated patriarchal organization, 

it believes in the inherent subjugation of women as secondary beings. Later RSS went on to form 

Akhil Bhartiya Vidhyarthi Parishad, (Student wing), and then in collaboration with Hindu 

Mahasabha it formed Bhartiya Jansangh, the previous avatar of the present BJP, Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad (for bringing together different Hindu sects under the control of RSS) Vanvasi  Kalyan 

Ahsram (to work amongst Adivasis to Hidutvise them), Bajrang Dal as its foot soldiers (which kept 

participating in street violence which was targeted against religious minorities) and many other 

organizations like Durga Vahini etc. 

  

On similar lines it began many an institutions to propagate its views (weeklies like Panchjanya and 

Organizer), started Sarswati Shishu Mandirs and Ekal Schools for Adivasi children. Its ideological 

spread was achieved through spread of Brahminical norms through various channels. Infiltration 

of its RSS swayamsevaks into the state apparatus, police, military, bureaucracy is also very deep.  

  

C. The ideological indoctrination 

  

Through its shakhas it started spreading the hate for minorities, opposition to the values of 

secularism and Indian Constitution. This relentless opposition went on through many other 

channels also. It also made inroads to the IT professionals by the web meetings called IT milans 

(Gathering). The social media also was and has been used by RSS combine in a very effective way. 

To add to all these many a Godmen of the likes of Pandurang Shastri Athwaley, Asaram Bapu, 

Baba Ramdev, Sri Sri Ravishnkar etc. started propagating the social concepts parallel to those of 

RSS, the values of Hindu Nation through their subtle and direct activities. The result has been that 

the social scene has come to be dominated by the conservative thinking. Meanwhile RSS also 

popularized the word, Hindutva. This word Hindutva stands for the politics based on Brahmanical 

values of caste and gender hierarchy. Mistakenly Hindutva is regarded as religion and the politics 

of Hindutva is supposed to be ‘a way of life’ by many. (6) 

  

Throughout the decades of 1960 and 1970 there were sporadic episodes of violence. This led to 

polarization of the religious communities and provided the ground for rise of electoral strength 

of BJP. In the decade of 1980s, with the Ram Temple campaign picking up, the intensity of violence 

also started going up. Major episodes of violence took place in various cities of North India. All 

this was dwarfed by the communal violence post-Babri demolition. The violence in cities like 

Mumbai, Bhopal and Surat was too horrific for words. The violence unleashed in Gujarat on the 

pretext of Godhra train burning shamed the nation as a whole, beyond all previous acts of 

violence. 
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C1.  RSS Combine: Member Organizations 

 

Following is the list of organizations mentioned in the RSS book. The serial numbering is thesame as 
in the book. The bracket has been added to explain the nature and function of eachorganization. 

1. AKHIL BHARTIYA VIDHYARTHI PARISHAD (Student) 

2. VIDYA BHRATI (Education) 

3. BJP (political) 

4. VHP, BAJRANG DAL, DURGA VAHINI, DHARAM SANSAD OR RELIGIOUSPARLIAMENT (Anti-
Minority).RSS insists that Dharam Sansad is the highest supreme body of Hindus. This book tells 
us that,"Vishwa Hindu Parishad established Dharam Sansad in 1984". It means that the Dharam 
Sansad, or the religious parliament, is a puppet in the hands of the VHP. 

5. AKHIL BHARATI VANVASI KALYAN ASHRAM (Tribal) 

6. BHARTIYA MAZDOOR SANGH (Working Class) 

7. BHARTIYA KISAN SANGH (Peasants)8. RASHTRA SEVIKA SAMITI (Social Work-Women) 

9. SEWA BHARATI and TATSAM (Social Work. Both these outfits have taken over allgovernmental 
welfare programmes in slums and poor areas even in cities like Delhi, which hasCongress 
government. These are basically fronts to divert government funds to the RSS.Recently got licence 
for sending adopted kids outside the country) 

10. VISHVA VIBHAG (Foreign Affairs) 

11.AKHIL BHARTIYA RASHTRIYA SHIKSHAK MAHASANGH (Education) 

12. BHARTIYA SHIKSHA MANDAL (Education) 

13. RASHTRIYA SIKH SANGAT (Sikhs) 

14. SWADESHI JAGARAN MANCH (Economics, gets crores of rupees from governmentdepartments) 

15. DEEN DAYAL SHODH SANSTHAN (Intellectual) 

16. BHARAT VIKAS PARISHAD (similar to # 9 above) 

17. BHARTIYA ITIHAS SANKALAN YOJNA (History) 

18. SANSKRIT BHARATI (Sanskrit Language which is favourite of the UGC these days) 

19. SANSKAR BHARATI (Culture, was in the fore-front against artist MF Hussain and filmslike Fire) 

20. AKHIL BHARTI ADHIVAKTA PARISHAD (Lawyers) 

21. HINDU JAGARAN MANCH (Against Minorities. the terrible attacks on Christians andMuslims in 
Gujarat and other parts of the country were owned by it) 

22.SAMAJIK SAMRASTA MANCH (Anti-reservation front) 

23. AKHIL BHARTIYA SAHITYA PARISHAD (History) 

24. PRAGYA BHARATI (Religious) 

25. VIGYAN BHARATI (Science) 

26. LAGHU UDYOG BHARATI (Industry - Huge government funds available) 
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27. AKHIL BHARTIYA GRAHSAK PANCHAYAT (Consumers) 

28. SEHKAR BHARATI (Cooperative - gets huge government funds). 

29. POORVA SAINIK SEWA PARISHAD (Ex-Servicemen) 

30. BHARAT PRAKASHAN (Publishes organs of the RSS like the Organiser) 

31. SURUCHI PRAKASHAN, DELHI (Publication) 

32. LOKHIT PRAKASHAN, LUCKNOW (") 

33. GYAN GANGA PRAKASHAN, JAIPUR (") 

34. ARCHANA PRAKASHAN, BHOPAL (") 

35. AKASHVANI PRAKASHAN, JULLUNDUR (") 

36. BHARTIYA VICHAR SADHANA, NAGPUR (") 

37. SADHANA PRAKASHAN, GUJARAT (")   

(List Courtesy Shamsul Islam) 

 

 

d. Modi: Gujarat Violence and After 

  

The post Godhra violence was a sample of how inaction of state can actively promote violence. So 

far in the communal violence in India, the police, the state had been by and large an onlooker, mostly 

police siding with 

rioters. In Gujarat the 

equation was 

worsened much 

further with state, led 

by Modi. Though it is 

claimed that Special 

Investigation team 

(SIT) has given the 

clean chit to Modi, the 

fact is that based on 

the same report, the Supreme Court appointed Amicus Curie Raju Ramchandran feels the report has 

enough evidence to prosecute Modi for his role in 2002 violence. Amicus Curiae in his final report, 

recommended the prosecution of Narendra Modi under Sections 166 and 153a and 153b of the 

Indian Penal Code. So where is the clean chit! If we see three major factors, The National Human 

Rights commission has indicted Modi. Second, based on SIT observations Supreme Court appointed 

Amicus Curiae holds that Modi can be prosecuted. Third, the process of justice through Courts in 

Zakia Jafri is still on. Proclaiming that Modi has been given a ‘clean chit’ for his role in Gujarat carnage 

is far from truth. It’s a clever propaganda, which has been dished out with a deliberate purpose. (7)  
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At another level, Modi acolytes, Babu Bajrangi and Maya Kodnani were in jails for their role in the 

carnage. Now they stand exonerated, along with all accused of Naroda Gam maasacre. The Tehelka 

sting shows the collusion between the Babu Bajrangi clan and the state led by Modi. The tribunal set 

up by Citizens for Justice and Peace with eminent jurists like P.B.Sawant also outlined Modi’s role in 

a very clear manner. To take credit for these cases; is again gross distortion of facts. It is due to 

yeomen struggle for justice launched by the victims and human rights defenders that the process is 

being pursued. The state of Gujarat had created all possible obstacles in the justice being given to 

the victims.  

After the violence the state of Gujarat totally washed its hands off the responsibility to rehabilitate 

the violence victims. The process of marginalization of religious minorities went quite far. A large 

section has been living in ghettoes in Ahmadabad itself, while their civic and political rights have 

been trampled and they are living like second class citizens. (8) 

  

There are reports that in the aftermath of the train burning, a meeting was called on the same 
evening by Chief Minister Narendra Modi. He is alleged to have told the officials to go soft against 
the possible reaction to the train burning. This was stated by Sanjeev Bhat, the police officer, who 
was present in the meeting. Justice Suresh who was part of the Citizens tribunal to investigate 
Gujarat violence also confirmed that such a thing was said in the meeting. Now it seems to be 
reconfirmed yet again with what is there in the autobiography of Lt. General Zameeruddin Shah (The 
Sarkari Musalman), which was released on October 18, 2018 by the ex-Vice President of India Hamid 
Ansari. 

Shah in his memoirs states that he got instruction from General Padmanabhan, the then Chief of 
General Staff, to leave for Ahmadabad on February 28 itself. As he was landing in Ahmadabad, he 
could see the burning city. As he landed he inquired on the attending officer about transport vehicles 
and other logistical support for army to intervene to stop the violence. On having received negative 
answer, Shah went straight to the residence of Chief Minister Narendra Modi, where, the then 
defence minister George Fernandez was also present. He repeated the request to the Chief Minster. 
Army Jawans reached Ahmadabad by morning of March 1. For one full day when the city was 
burning; the army kept camping on the airstrip as transport and other logistics was not provided. 
This seems to confirm what Justice Suresh commented as the member of Citizens tribunal. 

Shah also observes that once provided with support; army brought the mayhem under control in two 
days time. SIT records that there was no delay in deploying the armed forces. The SIT did not 
approach army for its testimony on the matter. Shah says that he was unaware of SIT and that what 
SIT is saying is a lie. Shah affirms that what he is telling is the Gospel truth; it is part of ‘After Action 
Taken’ report, which he had submitted to General Padmnabhan. It is also recorded in the military 
‘war diaries’, which will be provided when the time comes. 

As such there is also an impression that SIT gave a clean chit to Modi. It’s not true. On one hand the 
Court appointed amicus curiae Raju Ramchandran in his report to the Apex Court on SIT report, had 
stated that there is enough in the SIT report to prosecute Modi. SIT did say that there is no 
prosecutable case against Modi, still while saying so SIT also observed that Modi had communal 
mindset, Modi could visit Godhra which was 300 km away but did not go to any refugee camp right 
within the city till much later when Vajpayee came to visit Juhapura camp. SIT observed that the 
decision to hand over bodies of Godhra tragedy to Jaideep Patel of VHP was harmful. The SIT also 
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recorded Sanjeev Bhat’s attending the meeting where administration was told to go slow and finally 
SIT does criticise the transfer and prosecution of upright police officers like R B Sreekumar, Rahul 
Sharma, Himanshu Bhat and Samiullah Ansari, who were penalized by Modi regime. 

The Tehelka stings on Babu Bajrangi, who is in jail for his role in the Gujarat carnage, had stated that 
Modi had given them three days to do whatever they wanted to do. Shah reconfirms the tragedy of 
communal violence is multi factorial. How delay in army deployment for a day gives the signals to 
the rioters to carry on with mayhem cannot be under emphasised. This also shows how decisions of 
those in power affect the lives and property of society in an adverse way. And finally the communal 
mindset of our police machinery needs to be tackled, it’s overdue. 

It’s time we as a society learn from the pangs of past, as recalled by the likes of Lt General 
Zameeruddin. His other experiences are also very instructive. Aspersions were cast on him to be 
assigned for controlling violence despite our army being the institution least affected by communal 
virus. A lot to learn and set right from the memoirs of an upright officer!( 
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/opinion/gujarat-carnage-2002-unraveling-the-truth ) 

 

e. Gujarat Model of Development 

 

It was clear that Modi was totally disliked by the victims of communal violence, most sections of 

religious minorities. Those who have gone deeper to the issue of Gujarat development model point 

out that it is more of propaganda than reality. (9) One of the propaganda hypes of current times has 

been the development of Gujarat under the leadership of Modi. When one looks at the available 

statistics and analyses the so-called growth of the state what one sees is the fact that this state has 

performed dismally under Modi. After the series of ‘Vibrant Gujarat’ conclaves the claim was made 

of huge forthcoming investments. The “Global Investors Summit”, data show that the share of 

“projects implemented” and “under implementation” has continuously declined: from 73 per cent 

in 2003 to 13 per cent in 2011. Ministry of Commerce data also suggest that the State’s share in 

investment intentions as reflected in industrial entrepreneur’s memorandums, letters of intent and 

direct industrial licenses has steadily declined from about 20 per cent in 2005 to less than 10 in 2011. 

As per Reserve Bank of India figures, it ranks fifth in Foreign Direct Investment. (10) 

 

As far as agricultural growth is concerned it ranks eighth. The plight of this sector was also reflected 

in the worsening condition of farmers and agricultural labor as per the data of Gujarat Department 

of Economics and Statistics.  As such growth should be an inclusive term in which all parameters of 

needs of the state; its people; are taken care of. In Gujarat what has happened is an industrialization 

which suited the needs of some industrialists. The state’s checks and balances have been missing. 

They were given lands at low cost, bank loans an easy terms and enterprises were set up without 

regard to the need for employment growth; neither did it conform to needs of ecological protection. 

State’s role to ensure that the growth is inclusive and environment is protected was done away. 

Governance in Gujarat has been fashioned to meet the needs of the private investor, and public 

investment has been relegated to the back seat. This is what Gujarat model of development has 

come to mean. So logically it has adverse implication on sustainability and distributive justice. (11) 

https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/opinion/gujarat-carnage-2002-unraveling-the-truth
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As such what explains the partial investment boom in Gujarat is the cumulative result of tax 

concessions, investment subsidies, low-interest credit, cheap cost of land and a pro-business labor 

policy and not the much-touted good governance, Gujarat style! 

Economic Survey, Government of India, 2011, tells us that Gujarat has highest number of strikes and 

other forms of labor unrest in recent times. Despite that investors have continued to have their faith 

in the Modi Government as they by now are convinced that state stands on their side. The result is 

that employment growth in manufacturing and services turned negative in the last five years, and 

even prior to that it was concentrated mostly in the informal sector. (12) 

As far as social indices are concerned Gujarat as a matter of fact has slipped down during last ten 

years. In the matter of Infant Mortality Rate it is 14th in rural and 10th in urban areas. Gujarat has one 

of the highest poverty levels of all the Indian states. Gujarat ranks 13th in the hunger index amongst 

the 17 large states of the country.  Huge tracts of land have been allocated to corporate have 

displaced lakhs of pastoralists, farmers, agricultural workers fishermen, Dalits and Adivasis. During 

Modi’s tenure, 16,000 workers, farmers and farm laborers had committed suicide due to economic 

distress by 2011, which remained under reported in the media. (13) 

The high level of malnutrition in Gujarat is a consequence of extremely low wage rates, 

malfunctioning of nutrition schemes, lack of clean water supplies, and lack of sanitation: the state 

ranks 10th in the use of toilets, with more than 65% of households defecating in the open, resulting 

in high levels of water borne and other diseases. Uncontrolled pollution has destroyed the livelihoods 

of farmers and fishermen, and subjected the local populations to skin diseases, asthma, TB and 

cancer etc. Modi governments’ ‘lack of financial discipline has resulted in huge indebtedness. The 

state's debt increased from Rs 45,301 crore in 2002 to Rs. 1, 38,978 crore in 2013. 

 

f. Development as a Rheotoric 

Immediately after polarizing the Gujarat through the carnage (2002), Modi shifted his rhetoric to the 

one of development and gave the keys of Gujarat’s resources’ in the hands of some corporate. His 

authoritarian style has been projected as being efficient and ‘strong’, this is at the cost of democratic 

norms in the society. Assisted by the section of corporate controlled media and the communal forces 

he has propagated about the development, which as we see is hardly there and whatever little is 

there is non-inclusive and divisive. 

 

g. Hindutva: electoral Strategy 

  

RSS combine has been entering into the electoral arena by and by. While in 1984 elections when it 

was giving the slogan of Gandhian socialism, it had only two MPs in Lok Sabha. In 1996, it went on to 

more than 150 MPs and it emerged as the largest single party. That time no other electoral party was 

willing to ally with it. The BJP government fell after 13 days. After going through couple of ‘third-
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front’ experiments, BJP managed to cobble up the coalition, National Democratic Alliance. For this it 

had to give up the core issues of Ram Temple, abolition of Article 370 in Kashmir and Uniform Civil 

Code. This strategy worked and BJP led NDA ruled for nearly six years. During this time it 

communalized the text books and recruited RSS volunteers in to various government schemes and 

supported many NGOs with RSS agenda and RSS got a big boost in the political arena and its 

dominance became painfully perceptible in different walks of life. (14) 

  

h. Agenda of Hindu Rashtra- Hindutva Politics 

  

Modi is the expression of Hindutva agenda. He has been saying that they believe in Hindu 

nationalism. This is a subtle and open hint at the communalized society which RSS combine, of which 

Modi is the major leader, wants to bring in. The major support base for RSS combine, more so with 

Modi at the helm is the corporate sector on one hand and the middle level corporate employees, the 

Information Technology-MBA groups on the other. Modi demonstrated in Gujarat that he can open 

all the state facilities for the industrialists, land, loans and necessary paraphernalia. This has 

impressed the corporate sector and they pitched for him in a large way. The corporate media 

uncritically propagated his claims about development. The social welfare schemes have been kept in 

abeyance, due to which the poorer sections are suffering. As for as minorities are concerned all the 

central schemes related to Sachar Committee are not being implemented, the scholarship funds for 

the Muslim students is being returned back year after year. Modi in this sense is practically opposed 

to schemes related to religious minorities. (15) 

  

He emerged as the choice of corporate, middle classes, the traders and the RSS support base. Each 

of these with their own understanding of Modi and he fitted in to the bill of these all. Corporate 

thought he will give them a free hand, the middle classes know Modi is the best guarantee against 

social change for betterment of the deprived sections and religious minorities. The RSS, discarded 

Advani on two grounds, one that he made that statement about Jinnah being secular and other that 

he is on the wrong side of the age. RSS, the real ideological controller of BJP and other affiliated 

organizations see in Modi a ruthless swayamsevak out to bring in Hindu Rashtra. 
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(2) 
MODI WINS 2014 ELECTIONS: 

 

The results of Parliamentary Elections were very interesting. With 31% vote share BJP-Modi won 282 

Parliament seats, Congress with 19% vote share got 44 seats, BSP polled 4.1 percent of votes and drew a 

total blank, the Trinamool Congress won 3.8 percent of vote share with 34 seats, Samajwadi Party won 

3.4 percent with five MPs, AIADMK with 3.3 percent got 37 seats while CPIM with 3.3 percent of vote 

share got nine seats. We should note that this time around Congress’s 19.3% votes translated into 44 

seats while during last general elections of 2009 BJP's 18.5% had fetched it 116 seats. That’s a tale by 

itself, the crying need for electoral reforms which have been pending despite such glaring disparities which 

weaken the representative character of our Parliament. (1)  

Modi was of course the flavor of the season and it was being said that it was his plank of ‘development’ 

which attracted the voters to him, cutting across the caste and religious equations. How far is that true? 

Modi was backed to the hilt by Corporate. Gautam Adani’s aeroplane was at his service most of the time. 

Money flowed like water and all this was further aided by the steel frame of lakhs of RSS workers who 

managed the ground level electoral work for BJP. Thus Modi stood on two solid pillars, Corporate on one 

side and RSS on the other. He asserted that though he could not die for independence he will live for 

Independent India. This is again amongst the many falsehoods, which he has concocted to project his 

image in the public eye. One knows that he belongs to a political ideology and political stream of RSS-

Hindutva, which was never a part of freedom struggle. RSS-BJP-Hindutva nationalism is different from the 

nationalism of freedom movement. Gandhi, freedom movement’s nationalism is Indian Nationalism while 

Modi parivar’s Nationalism is Hindu nationalism, a religious nationalism similar and parallel to Muslim 

nationalism of Jinnah: Muslim League. From the sidelines, RSS and its clones kept criticizing the freedom 

movement as it was for inclusive Indian nationalism, while Modi’ ideological school, RSS is for Hindu 

nationalism. So there is no question of people like him or his predecessors having died for freedom of the 

country. (2) 

Multiple factors helped him to be first past the post, his aggressive style, his success in banking upon 

weaknesses of Congress, his ability to communicate with masses supplemented by the lackluster 

campaign of Congress and the Presidential style of electioneering added weight to Modi’s success. 

Congress, of course, has by now collected the baggage of corruption and weak governance. The planeed 

and deliberate out of proportion discrediting of Congress begun by Anna movement, backed by RSS, and 

then taken forward by Kejriwal contributed immensely knocking Congress out of reckoning for victory. 

Kejrival in particular woke up to BJP’s corruption a wee bit too late and with lots of reluctance for reasons 

beyond the comprehension. Anna, who at one time was being called the ‘second Gandhi’, got relegated 

to non-being after playing the crucial role for some time. Kejriwal pursuing his impressive looking agenda 

against corruption went on to transform the social movement into a political party and in the process 

raising lots of question on the nature and potentials of social movements. Kejrival’s AAP party; definitely 

split the anti Modi votes with huge ‘successes’. AAP put more than 400 candidates and most of them lost 

their deposits. Some of these candidates have excellent reputation and contribution to social issues. (3)  
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Many commentators-leaders, after anointing Anna as the ‘Second Gandhi’ yet again abused Gandhi’s 

name by comparing the likes of Ramdeo and Modi to Mahatma Gandhi. One Modi acolyte went on to say 

Modi is better than Gandhi! What a shame to appropriate the name of Gandhi, the great unifier of the 

nation with those whose foundations are on the divisive ideology of sectarian nationalism. (4) 

Coming to the ‘development’ agenda, it is true that after playing his role in Gujarat carnage, Modi quickly 

took up the task of propagating the myth about ‘development’ of Gujarat. This ‘make believe’ myth of 

Gujarat’s development as seen above was state government’s generous attitude towards the Corporate, 

who in turn started clamoring for ‘Modi as PM’ right from 2007. While the religious minorities started 

being relegated to the ‘second class citizenship’ in Gujarat, the myth of Gujarat development started 

becoming the part of folk lore, for long unchallenged by other parties. When the data from Gujarat started 

being analyzed critically the hoax of development lay exposed, but by that time it was too late for the 

truth of development to be communicated to the people far and wide.   

On the surface it appeared as if this was the only agenda around which Modi campaigned. That’s far from 

true. Modi as such used communal and caste card time and over again. This was done with great amount 

of shrewdness. He did criticize the export of beef labeling it ‘Pink revolution’, subtly hinting the link of 

meat-beef to Muslim minorities. This converted an economic issue into a communal one. Modi spoke 

regularly against Bangla speaking Muslims by saying that the Assam Government is doing away with 

Rhinos for accommodating the Bangladeshi infiltrators. (5) He further added that they should be ready to 

pack their bags on 16th May when he will take over as the Prime Minister of the country. The communal 

message was loud and clear. BJP spokesmen have already stated that these Bangla speaking Hindus are 

refugees while the Muslims are infiltrators (6). Amit Shah, Modi’s closest leader labeled them as termites.  

If one examines the overall scatter of the areas where BJP won a very disturbing fact comes to one’s mind. 

While at surface the plank of development ruled the roost there is definitely the subtle role played by 

communal polarization. BJP mostly succeeded in areas where already communal polarization has been 

brought in through communal violence or terrorist violence. Maharashtra, Gujarat, UP, MP, Bihar, Assam 

all these have seen massive communal violence in the past. While the states which have not come under 

the sway of BJP-Modi are the one’s which have been relatively free from communal violence: Tamil Nadu, 

Bengal and Kerala in particular. Orissa is a bit of an exception, where despite the Kandhmal violence, Navin 

Patnaik’s party BJD is managing to be in power, though at ground level BJP has been able to strengthen 

itself. The socio-political interpretation of the deeper relations between acts of violence and victory of 

RSS-BJP-Modi needs to be grasped at depth; the polarizing role of communal-terrorist violence needs a 

deeper look. While on surface the development myth has won over large section of electorate, it has 

taken place in areas which have in past seen the bouts of violence. Most of the inquiry commission reports 

do attribute violence to the machinations of communal organization. 

Economic Times (December 5, 2014) reports that Yale University researchers Gareth Nellis, Michael 

Weaver, Steven Rosenzweig conclude that “riots produce ethnic polarization that benefits ethno-religious 

parties at the expense of the Congress… “the BJS/BJP saw a 0.8 percentage point increase in their vote 

share following a riot in the year prior to an election”.  
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While overtly the caste was not used, Modi did exploit the word Neech Rajniti (Low level Politics) used by 

Priyanka Gandhi and converted it in to Neech Jati (low caste), flaunting his caste. At other occasions also 

he projected his caste, Ghanchi, to polarize electorate along caste lines. (7) 

What signal has been given by Modi’s victory? The message of Mumbai, Gujarat Muzzafarnagar and 

hoards of other such acts has created a deep sense of insecurity amongst sections of our population. 

Despite Modi’s brave denials and the struggles of social activists, justice delivery seems to be very slow, if 

at all, and it is eluding the victims. The culprits are claiming they are innocents and that they have got a 

‘clean chit’. While there are many firsts in Modi coming to power, one thing which is not highlighted is 

that, this is the first time a person accused of being part of the carnage process is going to have all the 

levers of power under his control.  

a. Pattern of Power 

The previous time, 1999, BJP came to power at the head of a NDA it did not have the simple majority so 

it suspended its “Hindutva’ agenda. Hindutva agenda stands for abolition of article 370, Uniform Civil 

Codes and building of Ram Temple on the site where Babri Masjid stood. Now with the majority in 

parliament, the march towards this Hindutva agenda was unleashed. Modi instilled the authoritarian 

streak in the new Government. Secretaries of different departments were asked to directly report to him, 

and he did not permit meeting of the Cabinet in his absence, which was the norm with previous 

Governments. Though there is a Cabinet, the major power has been centralized around the Prime 

Minister. In a proper sense Cabinet system has been replaced by quasi-Presidential system, with Modi 

becoming an autocrat. (8) 

b. Acche Din 

The major plank of winning the elections was the slogan of Acche din (Good Times). The people at large, 

who are victims of the rising prices and inflation, were sold the dream of better days in the offing with 

victory of Modi. The relentless rise of prices 

despite Modi coming to power has created a 

sense of disillusion amongst the people, as high 

hopes were created through propaganda. 

Some used to say it is a bit too early to 

comment on this, as it is a honeymoon period, 

while others pointed to the pattern of policies, 

which do not give a hopeful picture for times to 

come. FDA in retail has been raised from 26% to 49% in a single swoop. While in opposition; BJP was 

opposing it. This is an opportunist turn around. The fear of greater privatization of public sector is very 

much there in the air. The amendment to Land Acquisition bill, which was proposed and had to be dropped 

due to opposition, was going to affect the interests of the farmers in a very adverse way. What was being 

proposed was to dilute the consent of majority of the farmers for acquiring land. The introduction of 

farmer’s laws, which aimed at domination of Corporate over farmers, was opposed strongly. We saw the 
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biggest movement by farmers lasting nearly for one year, in which nearly 700 farmers died before the 

Government was forced to withdraw these.    

The down turn in economy is frightening. Instead of millions of jobs a year as was promised, the 

unemployment rate is highest. As per the latest National Sample Survey report there are 11 

million fewer workers in industry today than there were five years ago. 

(https://thewire.in/economy/india-worsening-employment-crisis) What is more, 40 million casual 

labourers in the rural areas no longer have any work. (https://indianexpress.com/article/jobs/casual-

farm-labour-shrinks-by-40-since-2011-12-total-job-loss-nearly-3-crore-nsso-data-shows-5636734/) 

Forget the promise of 15 lakhs coming to everybody’s account, the price rise is breaking the back of 

average people and more people are facing the pangs of poverty and deprivation. It was promised 

that petrol prices will come down; currently they are in the range of 100+, over 50% rise during last 

few years. The Rupee has fallen against dollar and currently dollar is in the range of 80+. The Oxfam 

report  “India's richest 1 per cent hold more than four-times the wealth held by 953 million people who 

make up for the bottom 70 per cent of the country's population, while the total wealth of all Indian 

billionaires is more than the full-year budget, a new study said on Monday.” 

(https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/wealth-of-indias-richest-1-more-than-4-times-of-total-for-

70-poorest-oxfam/articleshow/73416122.cms?from=mdr  ) In rural areas, one in six young men between 15 and 

29 are now without any kind of work against one in 20 five years ago.  

c. Changed Dispensation: Sectarian mindset  

Manytimes, we express more by keeping silence than by speaking, so to say. The Pune techie Mohsin 

Sheikh’s murder allegedly by the ‘Hindu Jagran Sena’ in the beginning of June 2014 was part of the well 

designed communalization process. The violence in Saharanpur, Rampur and other parts of UP and some 

parts of MP are part of the process to communalize the assembly areas, which are going to face the polls 

soon. The silence of Prime Minister on these issues is more than eloquent. Rather it gives signal of sorts, 

which are not very healthy. There are scattered incidents which give us the glimpse of the Modi Sarkar. 

The shrewdest part of the new Government is that it has solid backing of vast Sangh Parivar to speak in 

different languages; these different tongues make the whole picture of their agenda. In case of the tennis 

star Sania Mirza being appointed as the brand ambassador of the newly formed Telangana state, the BJP 

leaders on TV openly opposed this saying that she is the daughter-in-law of Pakistan! 

Similarly one of the outstanding lawyers, Gopal Subramaniam was denied the judgeship in Supreme Court. 

Gopal Subramaniam as an Amicus Curie in the Supreme Court had brought out the connection between 

Soharabuddin fake encounter and the present BJP President, and Modi’s confidante Amit Shah. Gopal was 

also criticized by Subramaniam Swami, a top BJP leader, on the ground that Gopal had hurt the Hindu 

sentiments on the Ram Setu issue. The Minorities affairs minister Najma Haptullah went on to declare 

that Muslims are not a minority while Parsis are. (9) One knows that the provision of minorities should be 

for deprived sections, Muslims do fall in the category while the miniscule Parsis do not fit in the category. 

The NRC, aimed at disenfranchising a large section of Muslim population sparked the Shaheen Bagh 

movement, where Muslim women came forward to protect their citizenship rights. Also Delhi violence 

https://thewire.in/economy/india-worsening-employment-crisis
https://thewire.in/economy/india-worsening-employment-crisis
https://thewire.in/economy/india-worsening-employment-crisis
https://indianexpress.com/article/jobs/casual-farm-labour-shrinks-by-40-since-2011-12-total-job-loss-nearly-3-crore-nsso-data-shows-5636734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/jobs/casual-farm-labour-shrinks-by-40-since-2011-12-total-job-loss-nearly-3-crore-nsso-data-shows-5636734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/jobs/casual-farm-labour-shrinks-by-40-since-2011-12-total-job-loss-nearly-3-crore-nsso-data-shows-5636734/
https://indianexpress.com/article/jobs/casual-farm-labour-shrinks-by-40-since-2011-12-total-job-loss-nearly-3-crore-nsso-data-shows-5636734/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/wealth-of-indias-richest-1-more-than-4-times-of-total-for-70-poorest-oxfam/articleshow/73416122.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/wealth-of-indias-richest-1-more-than-4-times-of-total-for-70-poorest-oxfam/articleshow/73416122.cms?from=mdr
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/india-unemployment-rate-hits-four-decade-high-of-6-pct-in-2017-says-nsso-survey/story/315420.html


Modi Sarkar: India in Communal Grip 

 
20 

was orchestrated to distract from the core issue, while many detention camps have been made for those 

not having proper citizenship papers. 

d. Fringe Elements or Division of Labor 

VHP supremo and RSS member Ashok Singhal has called Modi “an ideal swayamsevak” and emphatically 

declared that Muslims must respect the sentiments of the Hindu culture, threatening that “they cannot 

survive for long by opposing Hindus”. 

He has also asked Muslims to give up 

their claims on Ayodhya, Mathura and 

Kashi. The idea is to reduce Muslims to 

second class citizens with no privileges 

and rights. Another firebrand VHP 

leader Pravin Togadia, known for his 

‘hate speeches’, has endorsed these 

views by issuing a warning to the 

Muslims, saying they may have 

forgotten the 2002 Gujarat riots but 

would remember the Muzaffarnagar riots of last year. (10)  

Goa's deputy chief minister Francis D'Souza apologized for his comment that India was already 
a Hindu nation. This was a tactical retreat. He was the one who said that all Indians are Hindus. Christians 
are Christian Hindus for example. Deepak Dhavalikar another BJP member stated that under Modi India 
will become a Hindu Rashtra. (11) This is what the deeper part of RSS-BJP-Modi agenda, to see that the 
religious minorities adopt the Brahminical Hindu norms. That’s why earlier they Murli Manohar Joshi 
wanted that to use terms like Christian Hindus or Ahmadiya Hindus. Gradually, the assertion will be that 
since you are a Hindu you must practice Hindu norms.  

On the long term agenda of RSS-BJP-Modi one needs to see the statement of RSS worker Joshi,   “During 
a question-and-answer session, a volunteer asked Yadavrao Joshi, then the head of Sangh workers across 
all of south India, “We say RSS is a Hindu organisation. We say we are a Hindu nation, India belongs to 
Hindus. We also say in the same breath that Muslims and Christians are welcome to follow their faith and 
that they are welcome to remain as they are so long as they love this country. Why do we have to give 
this concession? Why don’t we be very clear that they have no place if we are a Hindu country?” Joshi 
replied “As of now, RSS and Hindu society are not strong enough to say clearly to Muslims and Christians 
that if you want to live in India, convert to Hinduism. Either convert or perish. But when the Hindu society 
and RSS will become strong enough we will tell them that if you want to live in India and if you love this 
country, you accept that some generations earlier you were Hindus and come back to the Hindu fold.”  
(12)  

So where are we heading to becomes clear with advent of Modi Sarkar. The government will be pushing 

the process of Hinduization. Its associates, VHP-RSS tell us bluntly about their agenda. Needless to repeat 

that this agenda, being unfolded is that of Hindu nation, where religious minorities will be relegated to 

secondary position and the Chaturvarnya system will be slipped in a subtle manner, in newer form and 

language. 



Modi Sarkar: India in Communal Grip 

 
21 

References 

1. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/BJPs-31-lowest-vote-share-of-any-party-to-win-

majority/articleshow/35315930.cms 

2. https://thewire.in/124685/rss-hindutva-nationalism/ 

3. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/10836541/India-election-results-

2014-five-reasons-why-Narendra-Modi-won.html 

4. https://thewire.in/184978/no-second-coming-anna-hazare/ 

5. https://www.countercurrents.org/puniyani210514.htm 

6. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bjp-cell-says-will-build-up-

cases-for-deportation-of-illegal-muslims-facilitate-stay-of-hindus/articleshow/48930011.cms  

7. https://www.ndtv.com/elections-news/narendra-modis-caste-comeback-for-priyankas-neech-

rajniti-comment-560357 

8. http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/modi-turning-into-an-autocrat-

sudheeran/article6460955.ece 

9. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Muslims-are-not-minorities-Parsis-are-Najma-

Heptullah/articleshow/35651799.cms  

10. (Modi and Hindutva footprints - Editorial, Kashmir Times Kashmir Times - Monday, July 28, 2014) 

11. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Jr-Dhavalikar-says-Hindu-Rashtra-under-Modi-

/articleshow/38985975.cms?from=mdr  
12. http://www.caravanmagazine.in/reportage/rss-30#sthash.GmBGCZLQ.dpuf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/BJPs-31-lowest-vote-share-of-any-party-to-win-majority/articleshow/35315930.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/news/BJPs-31-lowest-vote-share-of-any-party-to-win-majority/articleshow/35315930.cms
https://thewire.in/124685/rss-hindutva-nationalism/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/10836541/India-election-results-2014-five-reasons-why-Narendra-Modi-won.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/10836541/India-election-results-2014-five-reasons-why-Narendra-Modi-won.html
https://thewire.in/184978/no-second-coming-anna-hazare/
https://www.countercurrents.org/puniyani210514.htm
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bjp-cell-says-will-build-up-cases-for-deportation-of-illegal-muslims-facilitate-stay-of-hindus/articleshow/48930011.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bjp-cell-says-will-build-up-cases-for-deportation-of-illegal-muslims-facilitate-stay-of-hindus/articleshow/48930011.cms
https://www.ndtv.com/elections-news/narendra-modis-caste-comeback-for-priyankas-neech-rajniti-comment-560357
https://www.ndtv.com/elections-news/narendra-modis-caste-comeback-for-priyankas-neech-rajniti-comment-560357
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/modi-turning-into-an-autocrat-sudheeran/article6460955.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/modi-turning-into-an-autocrat-sudheeran/article6460955.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Muslims-are-not-minorities-Parsis-are-Najma-Heptullah/articleshow/35651799.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Muslims-are-not-minorities-Parsis-are-Najma-Heptullah/articleshow/35651799.cms
http://communalism.blogspot.in/2014/08/modi-and-hindutva-footprints-editorial.html
http://www.kashmirtimes.in/newsdet.aspx?q=34891
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Jr-Dhavalikar-says-Hindu-Rashtra-under-Modi-/articleshow/38985975.cms?from=mdr
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Jr-Dhavalikar-says-Hindu-Rashtra-under-Modi-/articleshow/38985975.cms?from=mdr
http://www.caravanmagazine.in/reportage/rss-30#sthash.GmBGCZLQ.dpuf


Modi Sarkar: India in Communal Grip 

 
22 

(3) 

DIVISIVENESS TO THE FORE 
 

Right from the beginning Modi’s policies showed that the path he is going to pursue will conform neither 

to his election promises nor to the norms of a plural society. It gradually became clear that he does aim 

to convert the secular democratic India into a Hindu Rashtra. Modi came to power with many planks; 

many factors went into his victory, one of that was the catchy phrase’ “Acche Din Aane Wale hain” (good 

days are coming).  For the people, who have been restless due to rising prices and inflation, there has 

been no respite and many of them have started feeling the regret of being taken in by the propaganda of 

Acche din… As such this was a major propaganda point so a large section of people are disgruntled. 

a. Early Signals 

The formation of the Government gave a signal that element like Sanjeev Balyaan, who is widely seen as 

having a major hand in Muzzafarnagar violence, as a reward for his role in the communalization of the 

polity. (1) Denial of judgeship to Gopal Subramanian, an outstanding advocate, to Supreme Court Bench, 

came as a shock to many as he is known to be competent and upright. One recalls that as Amicus curie of 

the Court Mr. Subramaiam had brought forth the links of Sohrabuddin fake encounter and the present 

BJP President Amit Shah, it was suspected that to be the reason for this denial. Subramaniam Swamy the 

top leader of BJP showed his discomfort with Gopal Subramaniam as according to Mr. Swami, Gopal had 

hurt the feelings of Hindus in the case of Ram Setu issue. (2)  

Right in the beginning, a confidential report was deliberately leaked that the major foreign funded NGOs, 

like Green Peace are retarding the country’s growth. We know that this foreign funding is regulated by 

the home ministry and there are enough checks and balances to prevent adverse use of funds. This leaking 

of the report and the utterances of the top Government officials has sent the message down the line 

where by the harassment of these NGOs has come up retarding their work. Surely these NGOs are also 

the ones who have been fighting for the cause of environment, problems related to poverty and other 

issues related to peoples’ empowerment. (3) 

During this period the affiliated wings of RSS have become bolder and more assertive. In particular the 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad leaders like Ashok Singhal and Praveen Togadia gave speeches which are very 

frightening to the religious minorities. In a way such elements are openly threatening the Muslims. Singhal 

claimed that Modi's victory was a blow to Muslim politics because it showed elections could be won 

without Muslim support. He also claimed that Modi is an "ideal" RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) 

volunteer who would implement the Hindutva agenda. (4) 

It is no coincidence that the Goa’s BJP’s deputy Chief Minister went on to say that he is a Hindu Christian, 

this deliberate confusion being the earlier use of Hindu as a geographical category to the presently used 

religious category in a way is the violation of the religious freedom of the minorities in India. Another BJP 

MLA opposed Sania Mirza being appointed as the brand ambassador of Telangana, on the ground that 
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she is ‘daughter-in-law’ of Pakistan. This statement goes against our Constitution and has not been 

strongly opposed by the top leadership, who has soft peddled the issue giving a wrong signal. (5) 

This Government did begin with a major initiative in the area of relationship with the South Asian 

neighbors. It invited all the heads of South Asian countries for swearing-in ceremony. People had their 

eyes on the invitation for the Pakistani Prime Minister Navaz Sharif as the BJP’s longest ally Shiv sena was 

opposed to it. Overruling objections from Shiv Sena, Modi went ahead in getting Sharif to visit to India. It 

was hoped that this may open the path of peaceful relations with the neighbors, Pakistan in particular. 

One knows that a peaceful neighborhood is more conducive for growth and development and India has 

to gain a lot in terms of trade, education and medical facilities being opened up for these countries and 

making a good deal of revenue. At another level the Government showed its shift away from India’s West 

Asia policy as Sushma Swaraj, the Foreign minister went on to equate Palestine, the victim with the 

oppressor Israel, who has violated most of the UN resolutions. (6) The vote on this matter did follow the 

Indian policy so far, and that is a matter of great relief. Modi as Prime minister is wore his religion on his 

sleeve.  

The so called Hindutva agenda is being brought into operation at rapid pace. The minorities affairs 

minister Nazma Heptullah stated that Muslims are not a minority, while Parsis are. Parsis are a 

comparatively better off community while Sachar Committeee tells us the plight of Muslim community 

and need to initiate affirmative action for them. (7) 

b. Authoritarianism 
  

The major point of difference in the functioning of this government has been centralization of power and 
creation of a halo around one person, the prime minister. The Cabinet has been reduced to merely a 
committee to the decisions and whims of the Prime Minister, denotification being one of the examples. 
The foreign policy began with a bang of friendship for Pakistan and a pro-active policy of relating to the 
World as manifested by innumerable trips abroad by Mr. Modi. At the end of nine years India stands two 
notches below in its relations to Pakistan and Nepal in particular, with no significant change in the global 
standing despite vesting most of the known and less known countries in the World. 
  
Along with the centralization of power began the intensification of ‘Hate speech’ by the leaders of BJP, 
and its associates; the RSS combine. They went on to intimidate the religious minorities. One Cabinet 
minister went on to use the word Haramjade (illegitimate) for those who were not with the ruling 
Government. (8) The government started meddling in the affairs of the universities, the low points being 
the appointment of incompetent people to head the institutes of National importance, the appointment 
of low caliber Gajendra Chauhan as Chairman of FTII. Similarly the Vice Chancellors of various Universities 
came to be headed by those not very able but committed to RSS ideology. The ABVP became very active 
in campuses and tried to suppress the democratic student bodies like in JNU and Hyderabad Central 
University in particular. In JNU attempt was made to frame Kanhaiyya Kumar and his colleagues on the 
basis of a doctored CD and in HCU Rohith Vemula was pushed to the corner leading to his committing 
suicide. (9) 
  
The authoritarian streaks from the top and the deeds of RSS associates at the social level is leading to the 
situation where the ex- ally of BJP Arun Shouries is labeling the present situation as a ‘Decentralized 
Emergency…A Pyramidal Mafia state” (10) 
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The government did try to appropriate the land of farmers but somehow the popular resistance held it 
back. The workers have been affected by the labor reforms, and the protective provisions of the small 
factories and medium scale factories have been totally withdrawn. The parallel rise of the power of 
Corporate World is very discernible. (11) The banks have written off large amount of bad loans of 
industrialists, some like Vijay Mallya, Neerav Modi and Mehul Chowksi have flown away with all the debts 
on their head. A barrage of schemes has been launched, mostly on paper and not really empowering 
average people, poor farmers or workers. Mr. Gautam Adani has been a particular favourite of Modi 
Sarakr. His rise was stupendous, reaching upto second richest person in the World. Hindenburg report 
brought down his inflated wealth and also showed that supporting him was the biggest scam in 
Indpenedent India. In an attempt to suppress the opposition and dissent, the NGOs who have been 
struggling for protection of environment and for minority rights are being harassed and their FCRA has 
been withdrawn, leading to stifling of the voices and demands of the vast masses. 
   

c.  Polarizing the society:  
  
 In the year (2017) BJP President Amit Shah ‘Jan Suraksha Yatra’, a two-week program to highlight the 
death of RSS workers in Kerala. Many BJP dignitaries (twelve Union Ministers and five Chief Ministers) 
participated in this. The one who made big news was Yogi Aditya Nath. The slogan of Amit Shah was that 
CPM has been indulging in political violence, which has led to the death of RSS workers in Kannur- Kerala. 
He wanted to draw the attention of people to Jihadi-red terror in Kerala. Yogi Aditya Nath, Chief Minister 
of UP was offering advises to Kerala about health care and administration. This did reflect his audacity as 
we have recently seen the death of number of children in Gorakhpur hospital due to lack of Oxygen in 
Hospital. The Chief Minister of such a state offering advice to Kerala is one among the many ludicrous acts 
of Yogi, as Kerala tops in the welfare indices in the whole country. (12) 
  

The whole propaganda unleashed by 
the BJP is reflective of the pattern of 
their politics. The statistics shows that 
during last seventeen years, the 
number of political deaths in Kerala is 
as follows: those dying from CPM-85, 
RSS-65, Muslim League and Congress-
11 each. Kannur has seen the rivalry 
between CPM and RSS, in which on 
frequent intervals the political workers 
have been killed from both the 
sections. Shah’s attempt to show that it 
is RSS workers alone who are being 
killed is a fake breast beating. He knows 
well that CPM workers have also been 

killed. RSS cabal as such has built itself up around identity issues which have led to massive killings. Leave 
apart the earlier issues raised by RSS-BJP, the latest such have been Ram Temple and Holy Cow. Both 
these issues have led to violence and killings. The RSS combine has been deflecting the blame on the 
victims in a clever manner. It delves on selective presentation of facts, inciting emotions and consequent 
violence. (13) 
  
In MP it tried to consolidate its’ position by raising the issue of Kamaal Maula Masjid (Bhoj Shala), in 
Karnataka it raised the issue of Baba Budan Giri, calling it Datta Peetham). Capitalisation of issues around 
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identity is the major method of RSS combine. Can their ploy succeed in Kerala? Kerala is one place where 
the representation of different religious communities is matching. The first Christian community begins 
on the Malabar Coast, with coming of St. Thomas in AD 52, establishment of series of Churches and the 
beginning of Christian community. The Arab traders have been coming for trade all through and from 
Seventh Century onwards Islam comes. The first mosque, Cheraman Jumma Mosque also came up in 
Kerala. While Amit Shah thrives on dividing the communities along religious lines, Kerala has been the 
place of inter-community harmony from ages. 
  
Also, Kerala is a place where social reform has been in the forefront. It’s here that great social reformer 
Narayan Guru preached for casteless society, equal respect for all castes by establishing temples where 
people from all castes were welcome. Same Narayan Guru also organized the first Parliament of religions, 
breaking the religious divides to build one-Humanity. The latter Communist Government of 
Namboodripad brought in land reforms, rare in other parts of the country, to bring in economic succour 
for the landless peasants. This is what led the foundation for other changes making Kerala number one 
state in social development indices. (14) 
  
The attempt to communalize Kerala has been very intense on the part of BJP-RSS; it has been raising the 
issue of love Jihad on regular basis. Many investigations by police authorities have concluded that there 
is no organized attempt to woo over Hindu-Christian girls to convert them to Islam. It is an occasional case 
of inter-religious marriage. It is the harmony and bonding of intercommunity relations to which Amit Shah 
tribe is opposed, leading to harassment of girls and torture of the boys, who happen to choose their life 
partners on their free will. 
 
Amit Shah has not only been sowing the divisive seeds through his efforts, he has also been highlighting 
the Brahmanical nature of his politics. On Pongal, the biggest festival of Kerala, he brought out posters 
celebrating Waman, calling the festival as Waman Jayanti, wished the people of Kerala happy Waman 
Jayanti. The legend is that King Mahabali was killed through deceit by Waman, the Avatar of Lord Vishnu. 
Pongal as such is regarded as King Mahabali visiting his subject one’s in a year. The legend goes that the 
king belonged to low caste, and treated all the castes with same respect. (15) 
 
While BJP has been going strong guns in different parts of the country by its tactics of promoting 
sectarianism and subtle Brahmanism, it is unlikely that Kerala, the very enlightened state, with better 
social welfare and amity, will fall prey to Shah’s tactics. He has been labelling the violence as Red-Jihadi 
violence, by calling it so he wants to kill two birds in a single stone. Kerala has a large Muslim population; 
Jihadi word is to demonize them. It is likely that BJP will succeed here as Kerala is the bastion of social 
reform and political awareness. While RSS has been coming up here from last many decades, its political 
child BJP has not been able to make any headway barring one seat in Assembly. One knows that there is 
a rise in the electoral votes lately, can that trend grow is a matter of conjecture and depends on how CPM 
and other parties respond to these attempts by BJP and company. 
  
It is heartening to know that Left parties have kicked off yatras, JanRaksha Yatra (People’s awareness), to 
promote the democratic values. Also, it seems Congress (UDF) is also planning Yatras. Time for these 
elements to wake up to the fact, that they need to coordinate their efforts to save communal amity, their 
coordination on this will help the matters to a great deal.     

d. Assault on Secular Values 

A controversy came up in January 2015 when dropping of the words Secular and Socialist from Indian 

Constitution’s preamble came to light. It was in the advertisement released by the Modi Government on 
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the eve of Republic day. (17) When it was questioned how come these words are missing, which are part 

of the preamble, BJP leaders jumped to say that this is the ‘original’ Constitutions’ preface. When 

confronted with this omission Ravi Shankar Prasad, the then union minister retorted that Nehru and 

Ambedkar were no less secular; still these words were not put in the Constitution in 1950. At that time 

Nehru was Prime Minister and Ambedkar was the Chief of the drafting committee. There was good 

opposition to this retrograde move of the Modi Government all around including in social media. In the 

face of strong resistance to this step of the Government, finally Arun Jaitly went on to say that from now 

on the prevalent Constitution’s preamble alone will be used. 

This is not the first time that the word secular is being challenged and questioned from the clauses which 

are core part of our Constitution. Forget the word Secularism the communal stream RSS has been 

opposed to the Constitution as a whole. During last few decades’ number of opinions has been put 

forward to modify and change the Constitution. In one of the major congregations of the VHP’s Sants 

and Mahants, who are the guiding force of VHP, a quasi-religious outfit, an affiliate of RSS, a resolution 

was passed in its Dharma Sansad (Religious Parliament). This resolution said that Indian Constitution is 

an anti-Hindu Constitution and so it should be done away with and be substituted by the one based on 

the Hindu holy books. They also constituted a committee to formulate a Constitution based on Hindu 

scriptures. (18) 

 

As per some newspaper reports they recommended that the universal adult franchise should be 

scrapped and the power of voting should be restricted only to the educated people, teachers and the 

Hindu Holy seers. They should be the ones who will not only elect the parliament but should also 

constitute the law making and implementing bodies. RSS Sarsanghchalak (Supremo) Mr.K. Sudarshan on 

his anointment (April 2000) as the RSS chief stated that Indian Constitution should be scrapped and be 

replaced by the one based on Hindu Dharma Granths (Holy Books). (19) 

 

BJP led NDA Government (1998) at the center appointed a commission to review the Constitution the 

mandate of which had been deliberately left vague. Earlier there was also a talk of examining the 

possibilities of doing away with the parliamentary system and to bring in the presidential form of 

government. There was also a debate to fix the term of Lok Sabha for five years and to do away with the 

provisions of mid-term polls. The overall idea was to tamper with the secular nature of our Constitution. 

Before we come to present attempts to curb the secular spirit of our Constitution we should register that 

even Hitler went in for major constitutional changes before he could impose the fascist rule and cause 

havoc in Germany and major parts of Europe. The current attempts by RSS combine and being 

implemented by the BJP led Government now (2015) have the potential of undoing the very foundations 

of our democracy carefully articulated by the founding fathers and nurtured by the Indian People. 

It is true that the words Socialist and Secular were not there in the Constitution which was implemented 

in 1950. The current attempt to do away with word Secularism from Preamble of Constitution is a part 

of long term agenda of RSS combine to bring in Hindu nation. They are uncomfortable with the whole 

Constitution as such and more so with values of secularism. As for as secularism is concerned it had been 

the inherent spirit of Indian Constitution, as the articles 25 and 26 elaborate the secular nature of the 

state. The whole Constitution is seeped with secular values. The addition of these words in the preamble 
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during the emergency regime was mostly due to the fact that the then authoritarian regime wanted to 

get some legitimacy for itself, so these two words, secularism-socialism might have been added. These 

words did not negate the spirit of our Constitution. As such these two words in our preamble are a value 

addition to what we had. 

The fathers of Indian Constitution brought in the core values of India’s freedom movement. The ones, 

who are currently demanding a deletion or debate on these words, are the ones who are opposed to 

Indian Nationalism and want to march towards Hindu nationalism. They also don’t identify with India’s 

freedom movement. The battle is not merely around this or that word, its battle between upholding the 

spirit of Indian freedom movement versus nationalism in the name of religion. 

So how the values of secularism did become a part of Indian National Movement, Indian nationalism and 

the Indian Constitution? As such there is no fixed concept of secularism in the world. Different countries 

and societies have different understandings. We can see a Monarch with a particular religious 

denomination as the head of state and state still adhering to secular values. There are different 

permutations and combinations. In India the secular values begin with the national movement. Just a 

brief recap is needed here. This land had the most diverse manifestations as for as religions are 

concerned. We had Muslim kings who had Hindu officers, Hindu soldiers in their army. Akbar’s navratnas 

(nine jewels) had Birbal and Todarmal, his commander in chief was Raja Mansingh. We had Hindu Kings 

who had Muslim officers. Shivaji’s confidential secretary was Maulana Hyderali and many of his body 

guards were Muslims. Indian history is full of such interactions where Hindus and Muslims both thronged 

to the Dargahs of Sufi saints and followed the Hindu bhakti saints. The social interactions in field of 

literature art, architecture, language and music are a rich heritage of our culture. Can we think of Hindu’s 

holy city Varanasi without remembering Ustad Bismillah khan? Can think of devotional songs of Lord 

Krishna without the poems of Rahim and Raskhan? Let’s remember that Granth Sahib has extensive 

quotations from Sant Kabir, Miyan Mir amongst others. The Rajasthan saint Ramdev baba Pir is followed 

by all sections of society. We also should recall the rich interaction in social customs and celebration of 

religious festivals by all sections of society. Pluralism has been the ethos of most of the kings. Still this is 

not secularism. (20) As such secularism is a policy of modern state. 

With coming of British the process of industrialization and modern education give the push to the process 

of secularization, the diminution of the authority of landlords and clergy. The hold of religiosity came 

down slightly, though slowly. The movements of dalits for social equality begin and women start coming 

to social space with the efforts which led to the beginning of modern education amongst girls. This 

process was parallel to the national movement, inherent part of Indian nationalism. The rising classes, 

the Businessmen industrialists, the working classes the modern educated classes mostly were part of this 

transition from feudal system to modern industrial society. These were the rising classes. 

This process was in a way; a half way house. As landlordism was not abolished, the kings continued to 

have ‘divine rights’, though slightly reduced in degree. The feudal values and the hold of clergy also 

continued. These were declining classes. These declining classes were joined in due course by some elite 

middle class elements and some educated upper caste elite. The rising classes threw up organizations 

which were inherently secular and believed in Indian nationalism. Some notable examples being like 
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Naujawan Bharat sabha of the likes of Shahid Bhagat Singh, myriad of organizations and finally the 

formation of Republican party of India by Ambedkar, the overarching national movement, which had the 

participation of people of all religions with leaders like Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Gandhi. These 

classes and organizations stood for the values of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. They campaigned for 

all inclusive Indian nationalism and also upheld secular values. (21) 

Now declining sections talked of Nationalism in the name of religions, Muslim and Hindu and kept away 

from the process of formation of ‘India as a nation in the making’. As leaders of Muslim communalism 

left for Pakistan, the remaining elements of Muslim communalism kept acting as irritants and kept giving 

much needed provocation to Hindu nationalists. These Hindu nationalists, inside and outside kept 

opposing the secular values inherent in Indian nationalism and thereby in Indian Constitution. They were 

the ones who even opposed the very process of Constitution making saying that India does not need a 

new Constitution as we already have the best one in the form of Manusmiriti. They kept preaching the 

values of Hindu nationalism, opposing the secular values and kept opposing secular moves like Hindu 

code bill, they did coin the term pseudo secular and are now openly asserting that we are a Hindu nation, 

we are all Hindus with bigger amount of assertion with the new political dispensation. 

After 42nd amendment the Constitution has the word secularism in preamble as well. Now that is the 

Constitution. There is nothing like original and amended version, after amendment that is past. With 

these additions the spirit of Constitution is reflected more precisely.  

So why this subtle move to delete these words from the advertisement? Shiv Sena spokesperson said 

even if this might have happened by mistake, let’s make it permanent. The core point is that BJP and its 

ally Shiv Sena are uncomfortable with the secularism as a guiding principle of our nation, our state, as 

their political agenda is totally opposed to upholding pluralism, diversity and protection of minority rights 

in our country. Right from the beginning they have upheld Hindutva i.e., Hindu nationalism as their 

ideology in contrast to secularism-Indian nationalism. Times and again as the opportunity comes, they 

articulate it and depending on their electoral political strength they try to implement a course towards 

Hindu nation. Due to their recent electoral success, they feel more emboldened to express this openly. 

(22) 

Now with simple majority in the parliament for BJP, this move can be seen as an attempt to test the 

waters to see as to how far the BJP government can go ahead with their parent organization, RSS’s 

agenda of Hindu nationalism. As the matters stand, seeing the protests and campaigns against BJP’s 

move, they have finally decided to use only the Preamble with words Secular and Socialist. This attempt 

of removal of this word secular cannot be seen in isolation. This was running in parallel with all-round 

enfoldment of agenda of RSS combine. There is an assertive talk by RSS that, we are all Hindus, this is a 

Hindu nation. At the same time other voices operate at different level and ask for  

The politics in the garb of religion’s identity is against the values of Indian Constitution, it time that we 

should reject this politics and adopt the values of India’s freedom movement as enshrined in our 

Constitution. 
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e. Symptoms of Fascism 

Fascism, a phenomenon which emerged in Europe in Post First World War period has haunted the 

humanity since then. Its brutality, its crushing of democratic norms, its targeting of minorities, its 

megalomaniac projection of power of the nation, its ultra nationalism, projection of its leader as a ‘strong’ 

leader, the charisma built around such a leader are etched on the memory of human race as a lesson as 

to what should not happen anywhere in the world again. Since then two words, Fascism and Hitler have 

also become part of the popular vocabulary, expressing the nature of the dictatorial regime and a 

tyrannical dictator. (23) At the same time these words many times get diluted and used in a loose sense 

for any dictatorial regime, any authoritarian leader or person. The socio political characteristics of the 

political phenomenon are very specific and one has to keep them in mind while labeling some person or 

a regime as fascist or a Hitler incarnate. 

 

The debate around this got revived with Rahul Gandhi hinting that Narendra Modi is like Hitler. (24) Not 

to be left behind, BJP’s Arun Jaitley went on to say that the only leader in post Independence India who 

can be compared to Hitler, is Indira Gandhi, as she was the one who imposed internal emergency, got her 

opponents arrested and abolished the democratic freedoms during that period. It’s true, that she did 

impose the emergency on the country, which is most condemnable act on her part. It is also true that the 

coterie around her exercised her powers like a dictator. But was it a fascist regime? Can she be compared 

to Hitler? No way. We must understand that there are many types of dictatorships, authoritarian regimes, 

military dictators, the few surviving Kingdoms even now. But fascism is a different cup of tea to be sure. 

 

The major fascists in Europe have come to power through democratic route and then abolished the 

democracy by and by to assume the role of a dictator, who presents himself as the savior of the nation, 

who also tries to expand the boundaries of the country claiming neighboring countries to be as their own 

part at some time in history. The two other major defining characteristics of fascism are the unstinted 

support by the big Industrialists, who in turn get all the state facilities in a smooth fashion and the second 

one the targeting of minorities, who through propaganda, by various means are presented to be as anti 

nationals, threat to the nation due to whom, all the problems of the country are there. Starting from here 

the mass pogroms against them take off with the silent or vocal sanction of the large sections of society. 

The massacre of innocent minorities is passé and there is a silent or vocal sanction for this. The overarching 

ideology of this political phenomenon is sectarian nationalism, which takes legitimacy from race or 

religion. (in case of Hitler it was race to the fore). 
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In post colonial states the leftover of ideologies emerging from feudal sections and picked up by some 

middle classes-upper castes have such fascist potentials. The same characteristics can also masquerade 

through political fundamentalism, where the particular narrow interpretation of religion is imposed on 

the society and cruel treatment is meted out to the dissidents, some groups are targeted. (25) Many 

Islamic countries are victims of these Fundamentalisms. In India also the politics in the name of Islam has 

fundamentalist-fascist potential; fundamentalism being a close cousin of fascism. In India these 

tendencies have potentially been there in the politics in the name of religion. Nehru very aptly understood 

this. A warning of Nehru sounds particularly appropriate today. As per him Muslim communalism is in its 

nature as bad as Hindu communalism, and may even be stronger among Muslims than its counterpart 

within the majority community. "…but Muslim communalism cannot dominate Indian society and 

introduce fascism. That only Hindu communalism can" (quoted in Frontline, January 1, 1993) (26) 

 

In India the nascent seeds of fascism-fundamentalism begin with the rise of Muslim and Hindu communal 

politics from the decade of 1880s. The Muslim communal politics had its own trajectory and it tormented 

Pakistan’s civil society to no end, in India it is having its own negative impact. The Hindu communal politics 

beginning in parallel did assume the fascist potential. M.S. Golwalkar, the major ideologue of RSS outlined 

it in his book, ‘We or our Nationhood’. This book draws heavily from the German Nazi Fascism, 

appreciating most of their concepts.  It upholds racial pride, brutal methods to deal with the ‘other’ (in 

this case non-Hindus), calls for adoption of Hindu culture as national culture, exhorting people to glorify 

Hindu race and nation, treating others as subordinates to Hindus, curtailing ‘other’s’ privileges and citizens 

rights on the lines on which German Fascism under the leadership of Hitler did to Jews in particular. 

Appreciating this Golwalkar writes, “…To keep up the purity of nation and its culture, Germany shocked 

the world by her purging the country of Semitic races-The Jews. National pride at its highest has been 

manifested here. Germany has also shown how neigh impossible it is for races and cultures, having 

differences going to the root, to be assimilated into one united whole, a good lesson for us in Hindustan 

to learn and profit by. (27) 

    

The major formative tool of fascism is constructed around and followed by a ‘social common sense’ 

directed against ‘the other’ community. This is where anti Muslim and anti Christian violence is different 

from the horrendous anti Sikh violence of 1984. Muslims and Christians have been deliberately demonized 

and have been ‘constructed as the ‘other’ in the popular imagination, and so there is a silent social 

sanction for regular repeated violence against them,  
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The RSS ideology is the Indian incarnate of Fascism. The ultra nationalism, the ‘construction of ‘other’ 

(Muslim and Christian), the concept of Akhand Bharat (most of South Asia as India), the loyalty to Hindu 

nationalism in contrast to Indian nationalism are the ideological foundations of Indian fascism. Mahatma 

Gandhi could see some of the symptoms of RSS even then when he called it a ‘communal body with 

totalitarian outlook’. Till the rise of Modi one wondered how can RSS inspired movement be a fascist one 

as there is no charismatic leader, as fascism does require one. Modi has emerged and constructed as such 

a leader post 2002. As such the fascist persona of Modi was not in doubt to serious scholars and social 

scientists even before his emergence as a big leader, as he is projected today. Ashish Nandy wrote much 

before Gujarat carnage, “More than a decade ago, when Narendra Modi was a nobody, a small-time RSS 

pracharak trying to make it as a small-time BJP functionary, I had the privilege of interviewing…it left me 

in no doubt that here was a classic, clinical case of a fascist. I never use the term ‘fascist’ as a term of 

abuse; to me it is a diagnostic category comprising not only one’s ideological posture but also the 

personality traits and motivational patterns contextualizing the ideology. (28) 

 

He (Modi) had the same mix of puritanical rigidity, narrowing of emotional life, massive use of the ego 

defense of projection, denial and fear of his own passions combined with fantasies of violence – all set 

within the matrix of clear paranoid and obsessive personality traits. I still remember the cool, measured 

tone in which he elaborated a theory of cosmic conspiracy against India that painted every Muslim as a 

suspected traitor and a potential terrorist. I came out of the interview shaken and told Yagnik that, for the 

first time, I had met a textbook case of a fascist and a prospective killer, perhaps even a future mass 

murderer. (29) 
 

In a similar way when a German delegation visited Gujarat (April 2010), one of the members of the 

delegation pointed out that he was shocked by parallels between Germany under Hitler and Gujarat under 

Modi. Incidentally in Gujarat school books Hitler has been glorified as a great nationalist. (30) Gujarat has 

been the laboratory of Hindu Rashtra. Post carnage 2002, one knows that despite the propaganda the 

conditions of religious minorities are abysmal.  

Can we say that Fascism is specific to Europe only and it cannot a phenomenon in India? Fascism is 

essentially a phenomenon which emerges from sections of society which are opposed to democratic polity 

and are out to abolish the democratic space by projecting imaginary fears and assert a need for a strong 

leader to set the things right. It harps on ultra nationalism and has aggressive attitude towards 

neighboring countries and targets minorities. In that sense it can come in any country, where the social 

movements are either weak and fragmented or not vigilant about the dangers of this phenomenon. Some 

say, India is a very diverse country and so fascism cannot come here? It is a good thought, and partly it 

has been a factor in holding back the fascist forces in India.  
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One of the observations is regarding the plight of Muslim community. While Second RSS Chief M.S. 

Golwalkar had ordained that minorities in India should be treated as Jews were treated in Germany, the 

worsening physical secrurity of Muslims and also of Chrisians is being manifested in the present political 

scenario. 

Anti-Muslim tirade  

In present scenario call for boycotting Muslim traders are being proffered day and day. In due course the 

issues related to hijab, halal meat, namaz in open places and azaan also became tools to intimidate the 

Muslims. We saw the Dharm Sansads time and again calling for genocide of Muslims. Ramnavami 

processions were used to incite the community. The community as a whole has been living an intimidated 

life.  

A biased film based on half-truths and lies, ‘Kashmir Files’, was promoted by the RSS chief and those in 

positions of power. The polarization of communities and atmosphere of hate being manufactured became 

obvious as anti-Muslim slogans rent the air towards the end of the movie.  

The situation has come to such a pass that Gregory Stanton of ‘Genocide Watch’ warns us that India is on 

the eighth level on a scale of 10 as far as the danger to Muslim lives is concerned. When all this was 

happening, the Gulf and other Muslim-majority countries kept mum as their own record on human rights 

is abysmal.   

UN warning  

The UN Commission for International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) annual report in 2022 holds a mirror to 

the state of affairs in India. “Religious freedom in India (is) taking a drastic turn downward, with national 

and various state governments tolerating widespread harassment and violence against religious 

minorities.”  

The major instruments of intimidation now are the bulldozer (in) justice and beating/killing of accused in 

police custody.  (31) 
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(4) 
STRATEGIES OF MODI SARKAR 

 

a. Bypassing pluralist Legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru 

 

The Modi government right from the word go was out to reverse the plural inclusive policies which have 

been the hallmark of previous Governments, the foundations of which were laid primarily by Pundit 

Jawaharlal Nehru. Nehru 

shaped the initial years of 

state policies, state vis a vis 

religion. His initial challenge 

was to walk the delicate path 

between the secular 

constitution and the society 

deeply gripped by religiosity 

and the prevalence of the 

impact of communal politics. 

He had to face the challenge 

of President, Dr. Rajendra 

Prasad, wanting to go and 

inaugurate Somnath temple 

in his official capacity. Nehru put his foot down and refused to permit such a mix up. (1) Then when the 

idols were installed in Babri mosque by Hindutva elements, he was more than keen to ensure that idols 

were removed forthwith, unfortunately due to the machinations of the state government and the local 

magistrate K.K. Nayyar, who later joined and worked for Bhartiya Jansangh, the previous avatar of current 

BJP, the idols remained. In the same way when the first post partition violence took place in Jabalpur, he 

ensured that it is curtailed, sent his friends to douse the fire of violence and went on to lay the foundations 

of National integration Council (NIC), to ensure that communal amity prevails in the country. Interestingly, 

during the regimes of NDA led by BJP, NIC isnot constituted. (2) 

 

Coming to Modi, during initial months of his being in the power, we saw the clear signs of suppressing the 

liberal values to suppress the things critical of his government. In June 2014, Journalist & Filmmaker 

Shubhradeep Chakravorty’s documentary film “En Dino Muzaffarnagar” which has investigated the 

targeted communal violence that shook the city of Muzaffarnagar (UP) was not given clearance for 

screening by the Central Board of Film Certification.  The publishers have been pressurised by RSS affiliate 

Shiksha Bachao Abhiyan Samiti to suspend the publication of books which go against the communal 

politics of Sangh Parivar. Earlier one Dinanath Batra of RSS had succeeded in getting Wendy Doniger’s, 

“The Hindus” pulped. Later in June in June 2014, publisher Orient BlackSwan went on to suspend the 

publication of many books in response to a legal letter from the ‘Shiksha Bachao Andolan’ (“Committee 

to Save Education”), affiliated to RSS. (3) One of the titles being set aside was researcher and Rhodes 
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scholar Megha Kumar’s book ‘Communalism and Sexual Violence: Ahmadabad Since 1969’. 

OrientBlackswan did it presumably to avoid violence to its staff.  

 

Modi’s RSS training is out in his speeches. In his parliamentary speech he referred to India’s “1200 years 

of slavery”. This is significant part of the communal historiography, which is the core of RSS’ political 

project of ‘Hindu India’. The hint is clearly meant to nearly six centuries of the rule of Muslim kings of 

different dynasties in certain part of the subcontinent. His view of history looks at this period as the period 

of slavery, despite the fact that the administration of the Hindu and Muslim kings was mixed and the 

battles of kings were for power not for religion. This view of history reinforces the Hindutva view that 

Muslims are outsiders and violent. (4) 

While Modi, on his part, appealed for a moratorium on communal violence, the acts of violence went up 

in intensity during this period. Modi’s loyalty to the RSS and its ideology of Hindu nation became more 

than apparent with the live TV relay of the annual vijaydashmi speech by RSS Sarsanghchalak (Supreem 

Leader) Mohan Bhagwat. This was a ‘first’ in the history of independent India. (5)  

 

The contrast could not have been more obvious. It is a case of ‘chalk and cheese’. Nehru was deeply rooted 

in the diversity of the nation, his understanding of the country as a plural multi-religious country was an 

unshakable article of understanding for him. The policies of Modi are a clear indication of shape of things 

to come. Not only Modi’s past starting from his role in Post Godhra violence, his comment ‘Every action 

has a equal and opposite reaction; the refugee camps are factories of child production’, his appointments 

in the administration and educational-cultural bodies are totally undermining the secular legacy of Nehru. 

(6)  

 

If Nehruvian philosophy is rooted in secularism, pluralism, inclusion and scientific temper, Modi’s party’s 

is exactly the opposite. His abiding faith in Indian pluralism helped keep the nation united; his 

commitment to democracy and democratic institution-building meant that we never strayed down 

towards the path of dictatorship that afflicted so many other newly-independent nations. 

 

b. Undermining Nehru to Glorify Patel 

From last few years, around 31st October lot of statements from BJP stable have started coming which 

eulogize Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. This year (October 2017) was no exception as Mr. Modi said, “I am from 

the BJP and Sardar Patel was from Congress, but I still follow his ideology and beliefs, which belong to no 

party,". (7) At the same time attempt is on to undermine Nehru; Modi had said Nehru that didn't attend 

Patel's funeral. These attempts of Modi-BJP have a political agenda. 

As BJP’s ideological camp did not participate in the freedom movement of the country, they do need an 

icon that was part of the freedom movement. This is why they want to iconize Sardar Patel. Since Nehru 

was the tall leader with secular values, they want to show him in a poor light. Motivated by this agenda 

they are desperately trying to make statements which create a falsehood of differences between Nehru 

http://www.firstpost.com/politics/narendra-modi-bjps-appropriation-of-sardar-vallabhbhai-patels-legacy-political-masterstroke-but-sits-on-historically-flimsy-ground-new-delhi-rashtriya-ekta-diwas-4185103.html
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and Patel. These statements eulogize Patel and undermine Nehru. BJP’s attempt to set opposition 

between the two major leaders of freedom movement is most despicable to say the least. 

Modi’s statement that he is following the ideology Patel is a total lie. Patel was an Indian nationalist, a 

firm follower of Gandhi. On the contrary Modi comes from the ideological stream of RSS which has the 

agenda of Hindu nationalism. Patel knew the divisive nature of RSS ideology, Hindu nationalism and its 

role in spreading hatred. Patel writes, “… as [a] result of the activities of these two bodies [the RSS and 

the Hindu Mahasabha, particularly the former, an atmosphere was created in the country in which such 

a ghastly tragedy became possible… The activities of the RSS constituted a clear threat to the existence of 

the Government and the State.” (8) 

In contrast to BJP’s attempt to create a binary between Patel and Nehru, the relationship between them 

was that of supplementing each other. There was no rivalry. Patel knew that Nehru was immensely 

popular. Commenting on the massive turn out in a rally Patel told American journalist Vincent Sheean, 

“They come for Jawahar, not for me." (9) At the same time Patel was the back bone of Congress party as 

an Organization. Gandhi who had mandate of the nation asked Nehru to take the responsibility of Prime 

Minister-ship as he knew that Nehru had better understanding of the global politics and was very popular 

with the masses. 

In order to undermine Nehru Modi stooped very low when he stated that Nehru did not attend the funeral 

of Patel. This is a blatant lie. The Times of India, on front page had covered this event prominently and 

told the readers about the presence of President Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Prime Minister Pundit Nehru 

on the occasion. It also published the deep condolences of Nehru who said that Sardar Patel has 

contributed immensely to the process of India’s freedom and making of India. (10) Congress Leader 

Digvijay Singh posted the clip of the documentary showing Nehru attending the funeral. Also Morarji Desai 

in his autobiography Volume I page 271, Para 2 mentioned the presence of Pundit Nehru on the occasion. 

In the face of this Modi later did retract the statement, and usual things about being misquoted etc were 

dished out, but this reveals his machinations for creating a negative impression about Nehru. 

Trying to create a distance between Congress-Nehru and Patel, Modi has also said that Congress 

‘facilitated Partition’ (Narendra Modi while talking in Kheda in Gujarat). This is a very motivated 

statement. As a matter of fact the two major leaders who were handling the negotiations on behalf of 

Congress at that time were Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel. Mr. Jaswant Singh’s book on Jinnah, 

taking one sided view blames Nehru-Patel for partition. Partition was a multi layered phenomenon. Now 

as Patel is being praised for his contribution; Congress is being blamed for partition. This is untrue as it 

was Nehru-Patel duo, which was acting together on the issue of India’s partition. "VP Menon, the architect 

of the Partition Plan, wrote that Patel 'accepted the division of India in December 1946, while Nehru would 

only acquiesce six months later'." (11) Maulana himself never reconciled to the plan of partition, while 

Gandhi was the last person to have given a quiet acceptance to this, hoping that it will be a reversible 

process. Modi’s own colleague in the Central Cabinet, MJ Akbar, in his biography of Nehru (1988) "Nehru 

- The Making of India" says "Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the strong man of India, had accepted the idea of 

partition even before Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, the romantic." (page 406) (12) 

http://books.google.co.in/books/about/Nehru.html?id=clzRAAAAMAAJ
https://scroll.in/article/685571/four-facts-about-sardar-patel-that-modi-would-find-disappointing
https://scroll.in/article/685571/four-facts-about-sardar-patel-that-modi-would-find-disappointing
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One recalls that Jaswant Singh, Modi’s party’s major leader in his book (‘Jinnah Partition Independence’) 

did point out about the role of Patel in acceding to the pressure of circumstances and accepting the 

partition. It was due to this that Modi, the then Chief minister of Gujarat, banned this book in his state. 

About Kashmir imbroglio, lesser said the better. It was the creation of historical circumstances in which a 

Muslim majority princely state did not want to merge into Pakistan. In the face of attacks of groups of 

tribal, supported by Pakistan army, Maharaja Harisingh sought the help of India to save the situation. It 

was Sheikh Abdullah who was most insistent on help from India. Patel and Nehru were on the same page 

on this matter. Patel was even willing for a trade off Kashmir valley. Rajmohan Gandhi in his 

biography "Patel: A Life", tells us that Patel was thinking of making an ideal bargain: if Jinnah lets India 

have Junagadh and Hyderabad, Patel would not object to Kashmir acceding to Pakistan. He cites a speech 

by Patel at Bahauddin College in Junagadh, following the latter's merger with India, in which he said: "We 

would agree to Kashmir if they agreed to Hyderabad." (Pages 407-8, 438) (13) 

The attempts to present that Nehru and Patel were on different paths was propagated earlier also. 

Disturbed by that Nehru wrote to Patel, saying that he is disturbed and hurt by such rumors. In response 

to the letter Patel wrote (May 5, 1948): “I am deeply touched…We both have been lifelong comrades in a 

common cause. The paramount interests of our country and our mutual love and regard, transcending 

such differences of outlook and temperament as existed, have held us together.” He also stated in the 

parliament “I am one with the Prime Minister on all national issues. For over a quarter of a century, both 

of us sat at the feet of our master (Gandhi, added) and struggled together for the freedom of India. It is 

unthinkable today, when the Mahatma is no more, that we should quarrel.” (14) 

On the issue of Kashmir also attempt is being made as if they had differing approach and that Patel would 

have forced merger of Kashmir with India. Let’s see what Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel had to say on the matter 

way back. He said at a public meeting in Bombay on October 30, 1948: “Some people consider that a 

Muslim majority area must necessarily belong to Pakistan. They wonder why we are in Kashmir. The 

answer is plain and simple. We are in Kashmir because the people of Kashmir want us to be there. The 

moment we realize that the people of Kashmir do not want us to be there, we shall not be there even for 

a minute... We shall not let Kashmir down.” (15) 

As Patel points out in his letters and interventions in Parliament, these two great leaders had a great 

rapport and respect for each other. The false propaganda of BJP will definitely bite the dust.  

c. Glorifying Godse 

With the new dispensation coming to power (Modi Sarkar, May, 2014) many communal assertions, acts 

and intimidations are up in the air. These acts are being silently appreciated by those in power. This 

inference is logical as none in the positions of power have either reprimanded or opposed these Godse 

acolytes. The main reason is that due to the compulsions of power they do not openly support the Godse 

appreciation clubs. They also do not condemn these voices as they too belong to the Godse ideology of 

Hindu nationalism. This Hindu nationalism in popular parlance is projected as ‘Nationalism’, keeping the 

Hindu prefix in the silent mode. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/sardar-patel-a-shared-inheritance/article19952875.ece
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The latest in the series of acts-statements by this Godse appreciation clubs is the bhumi pujan (earth 

prayer-a ritual before beginning of new construction) by Hindu Mahasabha for Godse temple in Meerut 

(Dec 25 2014). (16) The activists of Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha are all set to build the country's first 

temple for murderer of Mahatma Gandhi in Meerut. There are several demands from the Hindu 

Mahasabha offices to install his statues. The Hindu Mahasabha has requested land from the Centre to 

erect a statue of Godse in the national capital. The paperback issue of Godse’s book is already running 

into second reprint. 

The BJP MP Sakhshi Maharaj recently called Godse as Nationalist; of course he retracted it soon; 

apparently to ensure that the ruling party, BJP, is not embarrassed on the issue. (17) At the same time, 

BJP’s parent organization RSS has come out with two books meant for internal circulation. These books 

claim to ensure that RSS viewpoint is reached to its Pracharaks, swayamsevaks. These books are RSS-Ek 

Parichay (RSS-an introduction) and RSS-Ek Saral Parichay (RSS-a simple introduction), the second of which 

is written by veteran RSS member MG Vaidya. Mr. Vaidya claims that "a narrative of accusation was built 

around RSS" so the book to dispel that.  (18) Essentially these books aim to dissociate RSS from Godse. 

While the Prime Minister Mr. Modi is maintaining maun (silence) on the subject the opposition leaders 

are strongly criticizing Hindu Mahasabha's and others’ views on the murder of Mahatma Gandhi by 

Nathuram Godse. 

d. Lord Ram for Electoral Gains 
   

Lord Ram has served the BJP very well so far. It was the Ram temple issue around which seeds of the 

divisive politics were sown all over the country. The Rath yatra of Lal Krishna Advani precipitated and was 

followed by the trail of violence following it. (19) The well planned Babri demolition further intensified 

the communal violence and the politics in the name of religion in the country. The reward of this was the 

strengthening of the electoral base of BJP, due to which BJP gradually came to the fore and from a 

marginal party in the national scheme of things it emerged as the single largest party in 1996. Now with 

the 2014 elections it managed to get the simple majority (282) Lok Sabha seats, with 31% of votes.  

 

So, when UP elections approached (2017) the issue of Ram Temple was invoked yet again. In the Dushera 

rally in Lucknow Prime Minister Modi gave the slogan of Jai Shree Ram (October 2016). This was the battle 

cry of RSS combine as a build up to Babri demolition. Few days later, while inaugurating the power plant 

Modi was greeted with the same war cry symbolic of Hindu nationalism which has been the agenda of 

BJP-RSS. To supplement the efforts in the communal direction BJP declared the project of Ram Museum 

in Ayodha and not to be left behind the UP Government of Akhilesh Yadav decided to declare about the 

Ram Leela theme park around this time. As such Ram temple is the trade mark of BJP politics but seeing 

the electoral dividends which it has yielded for the BJP, other parties are also trying to jump in to this 

gimmick.  

  

As such as per the Allahabad high court judgment; the land of the Babri mosque should be divided into 

three parts. As per this only one third of the land has gone to the Babri Masjid Action committee, another 

one third to Ram Shila Nyas and another third to Ram lalla. This judgment took people’s faith as the 
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foundation for coming to this opinion. This must have been a rare case where prevalent faith of people 

has been made the ground for the judgment. History has been mixed up with faith. (21) 

  

Lord Ram has been a strong cultural, religious and mythological entity in this part of the South Asia. While 

giving the affidavit about the Ram Setu issue the UPA Government did say that Lord is a mythological 

figure. This statement was heavily criticized by spokespersons of RSS, forgetting the clear cut distinction 

between History and mythology. One can’t deny the existence of the Lord at cultural and mythological 

level, still to say that it is history is altogether a different matter. 

  

With the rise of communal politics; on one hand Lord Ram is being presented as a historical figure, that’s 

how communalists claimed the Babri Masjid land on the ground that this was his place of birth. On the 

other hand the cultural existence of Ram is being reduced to mere religious one. One recalls that Dr. M. 

M. Basheer an important scholar of Ramayana from Kerala was forced to stop his column on Ramayana 

in the newspaper for his being a Muslim.  (22) Similarly famous actor Nawajuddin Siddiqui was stopped 

from playing the role of Ramayan character Marich in his village RamLila for his being a Muslim. The 

communalization of Lord Ram is a sad part of the story. 

  

As such BJP now has equipped itself with many more emotive issues. It is out to politicize the surgical 

strike in its favor by claiming things like ‘it is for the first time such a brave act has taken place’. It is the 

inspiring leadership of Modi due to his training by RSS that such decisions are possible now. (23) Falsehood 

and chest thumping are dominating a section of media. BJP also has beef to boost its electoral campaign. 

Meanwhile Ex Governor of J&K Satyapal Malik has let the cat out of the bag by saying that Pulwama 

happened as adequate preacustions to prevent the entry of RDX filled vehicle on the route and convoy, 

were not in place. He also states that had the Home ministry acceded the demand of CRPF to provide five 

planes for the convoy the tragic loss of 40 soldiers of our army could have been preventd. 

  

e. Demonitization: Assault on the People 

  

The gamble of Modi (November 2016) has put the whole country in an unprecedented chaos. The 

demonetization of 86.4% of the circulating currency in the form of Rs 500 and 1000 rupee notes has put 

into jeopardy the life of major sections of society. Nearly seventy people have died in the queues to 

withdraw the money from Banks/ATMs. The daily wage workers have to lose their daily earning to 

withdraw the cash, many daily wage earners had to go back to their villages for lack of work, the small 

trade has been damaged severely, farmers are neck deep in trouble while probably those holding the 

‘black money’ don’t have to suffer such an ordeal. The 80% of estimated black money is stashed in the 

overseas tax heavens; roughly 15% of such wealth is in the form of real estate, gold and shares etc. (24) 

Its’ only 5% of money which is in the form of currency notes. It is for this 5% quantum that 86% currency 

has been demonetized and millions of people, who barely make their two ends meet, have been put to 

such a massive discomfort. 
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The impact of this is that the hard-earned money of the peasants and common people in the cooperative 

banks, agricultural credit societies, Housing societies and so on got frozen in a single stroke. The 

agricultural-rural economy is close to paralysis. The massive loans of corporate houses have been labeled 

as ‘Bad loans’ and have been waived off. All these expose that the true intention of this assault is not 

eradication of black 

money, but to 

unleash a social 

engineering for 

draining away the 

meager earnings of 

the common people 

in to the coffers of 

corporate billionaires 

through the banking 

system. This move 

has full backing of 

those who deal with 

black money or those 

Corporate giants’ who stand to benefit as their loans are being waived off. (25) 

  

The response to this had been very diverse. Most of those standing in long queues expressed their 

opinions though their life and sweat. While few among them also praised the effort by saying that in the 

long run it will be better for them. Most of the opposition parties though disunited as usual vehemently 

criticized the move of the government. Prominent economists and substantial section of media have 

scathingly criticized the move of the government. (26) The critics of the Modi policy, again as usual were 

labeled as anti Nationals. Baba Ramdev, the fellow traveler of Modi politics used the word ‘Deshdrohi’ 

(anti national) and RSS groomed Devendra Fadanvis, the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, used the word 

Deshvirodhi (against the nation) for these critics. (27) The large sections of followers of Modi mania, 

despite their discomforts held that it is a good move. Their delusion was that in the long term the system 

will be better and they will benefit. Modi launched an app to conduct the survey to show that people’s 

opinion is with him, while few surveys are showing growing resentment against this move. 

 

It’s no mystery as to why this must was undertaken. Two major Gujarati papers carried the news of 

demonetization several months ago. Many argued that it is to cripple the opposition parties in the 

forthcoming elections in UP and Punjab in particular. The idea was to reduce the campaigning capability 

of opposition parties. There are reports that BJP bought lots of real estate just prior to demonetization. 

The problem of ‘bad loans’ given to the corporate are being aimed to be solved through the public funding 

for Corporate giants through the banks, through the massive deposits which is the goal of this move.  

  

Modi campaign for power in 2014 was built around the promise of Acche Din and bringing the black money 

from overseas banks and then depositing of 15 Lakhs in every body’s account. The social scenario 

worsened abysmally during last few years. The prices of commodities reached sky high during this period. 
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Tur dal has shot up from Rs. 60 to 150 per KG. Despite the drastic fall in the prices of crude oil in 

international market from 119 per barrel to 30 per barrel, the petrol price in India has come down only 

from Rupees 67 to 60 or so only. Corporate like Mallya, business people like Lalit Modi and Neerav Modi 

made merry by running away with huge debts. This along with the non realization of boastful promises 

like rupee becoming stronger viv a vis dollar are nowhere in sight. The agrarian crisis has been worsening. 

With the demonitisation the production in unorganized sector has come to a near halt. It seems Mr. Modi, 

taunted by opposition and critics on his boastful promise, now wants to claim that so many efforts are 

being done in this direction. As such the major area of non taxed money remains untouched. There is a 

push towards cashless economy where large number people seem to be unprepared for that.  

 

This seems to be a move which has benefited the corporate World and created huge suffering for the 

average people. The propaganda, ‘this will benefit us’ was been created with great amount of success. 

But can this deceptive propaganda win over the reality for so long? 

 

f. Corona Pandemic and Targeting of Minorities 

In April 2021 India is passed through its worst period as Covid19 Phase II is at its peak, with high rate of 

infectivity and mortality. The shortage of beds, Oxygen, test facilities and medicines was the cause of 

concern all over. The victims and their families felt the massive tragedy as the nation watched gross 

mismanagement and lack of foresight in planning. As the criticism of the rulers is coming up a new word 

‘system’ has been thrown up. Now it is not Mr. Modi who is to be blamed for the shortcomings and 

worsening plight but the system is to be blamed.  

On one hand the lack of scientific temper of the rulers made them make statements like we will conquer 

the Pandemic in 21 days. Some leaders exhorted the devotees to come for mass congregations of Kumbh. 

The other set of them held massive election rallies without wearing masks and without following the 

norms of physical distancing. Two high Courts have held election Commission responsible for the massive 

spread of the disease. On the other side there are the stories of amity and dedication. Dedication of 

Corona warriors working under adverse circumstances are writ all over. Hindu-Muslims helping each other 

yet again affirm the core values of our country. 

At places Muslims who were held responsible for the spread of the disease are now being seen as fellow 

citizens sharing the pain and coming forward to do their bit in alleviating the tragedy. While this massive 

tragedy is comparable only to the mass migrations during partition, the added element this time was the 

plight of migrant workers, risking their lives along with livelihood. While the rulers patted their backs, the 

inadequacies of their governance are writ large. 

 The shortage of oxygen shook the country from its slumber. While the tall statues, central vista and 

temple took the lion’s share of national budget, the tiny state of Kerala invested comparatively miniscule 

funds in the oxygen plants and supplied the same to even the neighboring states.  

The parallel aspect of the tragic story was the demonization of Muslims in the spread of Corona, as in 

March 2020 an International conference of Tablighi Jamaat was taking place in Markaz Nizamuddin. In 
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India the communal politics is riding on the back of creating a phobia against Muslims, using the medieval 

history in particular, other aspects like love Jihad, polygamy, beef, personal laws, alleged large families 

and link with global terror has added in no mean way. This phobia against Muslims got a shot in the arms 

when Tablighi Jamaat’s Seminar came to light. 

Starting from the leaders of communal organizations to the biased media different aspects of 

congregation of Muslims were highlighted while the naked truth of other congregations and sources of 

global spread were deliberately overlooked and hidden away from the public perception. While Markaz 

was supposed to have been a deliberate attempt to spread Corona, the preceding mass congregation of 

Namaste Trump, the visit of Kanika Kapoor and other worthies who were having Corona could not be seen 

by the dominant section of our media, which incidentally has become the broadcaster of the views of 

ruling party. 

Not only words like Corona Jihad, Corona bomb were coined the ‘innovative’ section of media went on to 

discover various types of Jihad which the Muslim minority is out to implement. The very comprehensive 

report; ‘The Covid Pandemic: A Report on the Scape-goating of Minorities in India’ from Center for Study 

of Society and Secularism, Mumbai, meticulously lists various propaganda against Muslims. (28) 

The report points out that various Jihads were listed to target the community, “the Economic Jihad: use 

business and trade to spread polarization, History Jihad: manipulate history to speak in favor of Islam, 

Media Jihad: use paid media to speak in favor of Islam, Films and songs Jihad: use films to glorify Mughals 

and mafia and use films and songs to popularize Islamic culture,  Secularism Jihad: take the support of 

leftists, communists and liberals, Population Jihad: Marry four wives and increase the population; Land 

Jihad: encroach on land and make mosques, graveyards and madrasas on them,  Education Jihad: build 

madrasas and promote Arabic, Victim Jihad: demand reservation, personal law etc, Direct Jihad: direct 

armed action against non-Muslims.” 

The report also gives the account of fake news like Muslims spitting recklessly, licking utensils etc. The 

very language used for Muslims on one side and Hindus/Sikhs on the other presented Muslims as culprits, 

The report points out, “113 people hiding in 8 mosques” (Zee News) or “Covid 19: 600 foreign Tablighi 

Jamaat workers found hiding across Delhi, and counting” (Hindustan Times); contrast this with news 

reports of some 200 Sikhs stuck at the ‘Majnu ka Tila Gurudwara’ in Delhi and around 400 Hindu pilgrims 

stuck at Vaishno Devi unable to go home when the lockdown was imposed. 

Amit Malaviya of IT cell of BJP came out with the most scathing indictment, he tweeted “Delhi’s dark 

underbelly is exploding! ... and now the illegal gathering of the radical Tablighi Jamaat at the Markaz. It 

needs a fix (From Twitter).” Even Gujarat Chief Minster Vijay Roopani blamed the Tablighi Jamaat for 

spread of Corona in Gujarat. 

While other perceptions have stuck to the minorities through the consistent use of media, social media in 

particular, this one may be a concrete example of the falsehoods which are used to target the religious 

minorities for political purposes. 
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g. Shaheen Bagh Movement: Deepening Democracy-Uniting India 

 Shaheen Bagh protest began in Shaheen Bagh, Delhi in the backdrop of this Government getting the 
Citizenship amendment Bill getting converted into an act and mercilessly attacking the students of Jamia 

Milia Islamia, Aligarh 
Muslim University along 
with high handed approach 
in Jamia Nagar and 
neighbouring areas.  From 
15th December 2019, the 
laudable began. 

It is interesting to note that 
the lead in this protest has 
been taken by the Muslim 
women, from the Burqa-
Hijab clad to ‘not looking 
Muslim’ women and was 
joined by students and 

youth from all the communities, and later by the people from all the communities. Interestingly this time 
around this Muslim women initiated protest has contrast from all the protests which earlier had begun by 
Muslims. The protests opposing Shah Bano Judgment, the protests opposing entry of women in Haji Ali, 
the protests opposing the Government move to abolish triple Talaq. So far the maulanas from top were 
initiating the protests, with beard and skull cap dominating the marches and protests. The protests were 
by and large, for protecting Sharia, Islam and were restricted to Muslim community participating. 

This time around while Narendra Modi pronounced that ‘protesters can be identified by their clothes’, 
those who can be identified by their external appearance are greatly outnumbered by all those identified 
or not identified by their appearance. 

The protests are not to save Islam or any other religion but to protect Indian Constitution. The slogans are 
structured around ‘Defence of democracy and Indian Constitution’. The theme slogans are not Allahu 
Akbar’ or Nara-E-Tadbeer’ but around preamble of Indian Constitution. The lead songs have come to be 
Faiz Ahmad Faiz’s ‘Hum Dekhenge’, a protest against Zia Ul Haq’s attempts to crush democracy in the 
name of religion. Another leading protest song is from Varun Grover, ‘Tanashah Aayenge…Hum Kagaz 
nahin Dikhayenge’, a call to civil disobedience against the CAA-NRC exercise and characterising the 
dictatorial nature of the current ruling regime. 

While BJP was telling us that primary problem of Muslim women is Triple talaq, the Muslim women led 
movement has articulated that primary problem is the very threat to Muslim community. All other 
communities, cutting across religious lines, those below poverty line, those landless and shelter less 
people also see that if the citizenship of Muslims can be threatened because of lack of some papers, they 
will be not far behind in the victimization process being unleashed by this Government. 

While CAA-NRC has acted as the precipitating factor, the policies of Modi regime, starting from failure to 
fulfil the tall promises of bringing back black money, the cruel impact of demonetisation, the rising process 
of commodities, the rising unemployment, the divisive policies of the ruling dispensation are the base on 
which these protest movements are standing. The spread of the protest movement, spontaneous but 
having similar message is remarkable. Shaheen Bagh is no more just a physical space; it’s a symbol of 
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resistance against the divisive policies, against the policies which are increasing the sufferings of poor 
workers, the farmers and the average sections of society. 

What is clear is that as identity issues, emotive issues like Ram Temple, Cow Beef, Love Jihad and Ghar 
Wapasi aimed to divide the society, Shaheen Bagh is uniting the society like never before. The 
democratisation process which faced erosion is getting a boost through people coming together around 
the Preamble of Indian Constitution, singing of Jan Gan Man, waving of tricolour and upholding the 
national icons like Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, Ambedkar and Maulana Azad. One can feel the sentiments which 
built India; one can see the courage of people to protect what India’s freedom movement and Indian 
Constitution gave them. 

Surely the communal forces are spreading canards and falsehood against the protests. As such these 
protests which is a solid foundation of our democracy. The spontaneity of the movement is a strength 
which needs to be channelized to uphold Indian Constitution and democratic ethos of our beloved 
country. 
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(5) 
COMMUNAL VIOLENCE ON UPSWING 

 

During last few years of Modi Sarkar communal violence has surfaced at much worse level. The incidents 

of UP, and scattered acts of communal violence in different parts of the country are on the rise. The series 

of violence is getting triggered by very petty and unimportant issues; most of these triggers are being 

initiated by those who stand to gain from the communal polarization, which follows the communal 

violence. The growing clout of communal forces after the last elections clearly indicates that polarization 

is the aim of communal outfits which stand to gain through such incidents. These incidents are deepening 

the communal divides, which are against the very concept of Fraternity, one of the major pillars of Indian 

democracy and part of preamble of Indian Constitution.  

The analysis of most the communal violence by the inquiry commission reports have shown two major 

causes of communal violence. One is the failure of the state machinery to curb them in time.  Research by 

a police officer Dr. V.N.Rai shows that all cases of communal violence can be curbed in 24 hours, if the 

state machinery works properly, as per law, as per the values of Indian Constitution. (1) And second cause 

of the communal violence is that there are some groups, organizations which are communal, sectarian 

and are ideologically or organizationally associated with RSS in some form or the other. In UP, new factor 

like the Samajvadi Party Government trying to add to the polarization and going easy in controlling 

communal violence has added to the misery of the hapless innocents, who get butchered, to the women 

who get subjected to sexual violence.  

Two major incidents of violence during the Modi regime tell us the nature of phenomenon which has got 

worsened during this regime. 

a. Delhi Violence: Genesis of Carnage 

They say ‘history repeats itself first as a tragedy and then as a farce’. In case of India, communal violence 

not only keeps repeating itself, the pattern of the tragedy keeps changing every next time. Some features 

of the violence are constant, but they are under the wraps mostly. The same can be said about the Delhi 

violence (February 2020). The interpretations, the causative factors are very discernible, but those who 

are generally the perpetrators have a knack of shifting the blame on the victim community or those who 

stand for the victims. 

As the carnage began presumably in the aftermath of statement of Kapil Mishra of BJP, (1) which was 

given in front of a top police official, in which he threatened to get the roads emptied. The roots of violence 

were sown earlier. The interpretations given by the Hindu Nationalist camp is that the riot is due to the 

changing demographic profile of the area with Muslims increasing in number in those areas, and coming 

up of Shaheen Bagh which was presented was like ‘Mini Pakistan’. As per them the policies of BJP in 

matters of triple talaq, Article 370 and CAA, NPR, NRC has unnerved the ‘radical’ elements and so this 

violence.  
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As such before coming to the observations of the activists and scholars of communal violence in India, we 

can in brief say that violence, in which nearly 46 people have died, include one from police and another 

from intelligence. Majority victims are Muslims. The violence started right under the nose of the police 

and the ruling 

party. From the 

videos and other 

eye accounts, 

police not only 

looked the other 

way around, at 

places it assisted 

those attacking 

the innocent 

victims and 

burning and 

looting selective 

shops. Home 

minister, Amit 

Shah, was nowhere on the scene. For first three days the rioters had free run. After the paramilitary force 

was brought in; the violence simmered and slowly reduced in intensity. (2) The state AAP Government, 

which in a way is the byproduct of RSS supported Anna Hazare movement, was busy reading Hanuman 

Chalisa and praying at Rajghat with eyes closed to the mayhem going in parts of Delhi. 

Communal violence is the sore point of Indian society. It did begin during colonial period due to British 

policy of ‘Divide and Rule’. At root, the cause is the communal view of looking at history and pro active 

British acts to sow the seeds of Hindu-Muslim divide. At other level the administrative and police the 

British were fairly neutral. On one hand was the national movement, uniting the people and creating and 

strengthening the fraternal feeling among all Indians. On the other were Muslim Communalists (Muslim 

League) and Hindu Communalists (Hindu Mahasabha, RSS) who assisted the British goal of ‘divide and 

rule’ promoting hatred between the communities. After partition the first major change was the change 

in attitude of police and administration which started tilting against Muslims. Major studies by Dr. Asghar 

Ali Engineer, Paul Brass and Omar Khalidi demonstrated that anti Muslim bias is discernible during and 

after the riots. 

Now the partisan role of police has been visible all through. Sri Krishna Commission report brought forth 

this fact; as did the research of the Ex DIG of UP police Dr. V.N.Rai. Dr. Rai’s studies also concluded that 

no communal violence can go on beyond 24 hours unless state administration is complicit in the carnage. 

(3) (In one of the violence, investigation of which was done by concerned Citizen’s team (Dhule, 2013) this 

author observed that police itself went on to undertake the rampage against Muslims and Muslim 

properties.(4) 

General observation about riots is that violence sounds to be spontaneous but as such it is well planned 

act. Again the violence is orchestrated in such a way that it seems Muslims have begun the riots. ‘Who 
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casts the First stone?’ To this scholars point out that the carnage is so organized that the encircled 

community is forced to throw the first stone. At places the pretext is made that ‘they’ (minorities) have 

thrown the first stone. (5) 

The pretexts against minorities are propagated, in Gujarat violence Godhra train burning, in Kandhamal 

the murder of Swami Laxamannand and now Shaheen bagh! The Hindu Muslim violence began as riots. 

But it is no more a riot, two sides are not involved. It is plain and simple anti Minority violence, in which 

some from the majority are also the victims. 

This violence is possible as the ‘Hate against this minority’ is now more or less structural. The deeper Hate 

against Muslims and partly against Christians; has been cultivated since long and Hindu nationalist politics, 

right from its Shakhas to the social media have been put to use for spreading Hatred. The prevalent deeper 

hate has been supplanted this time by multiple utterances from BJP leaders, Modi (Can be recognized by 

clothes), Shah (press EVM machine button so hard that current is felt in Shaheen Bagh), Anurag Thakur 

(Goli (bullet) Maro) Yogi Aditya Nath (If Boli (Words)Do not work Goli will) and Parvesh Varma (They will 

be out to rape). (6) 

The incidental observation of the whole tragedy is the coming to surface of true colors of AAP, which not 

only kept mum as the carnage was peaking but also went on to praise the role of police in the whole 

episode. With Delhi carnage “Goli Maro” seems to be becoming the central slogan of Hindu nationalists. 

Delhi’s violence has been the first one in which those getting killed are more due to bullets than by swords 

or knifes! Leader’s slogans do not go in vain! Courts the protectors of our Constitution seem to be of little 

help as if one of them like Murlidhar Rao gives the verdict to file against hate mongers, he is immediately 

transferred. 

b. Worshipping Lord Ram and Divisive Political Goals 

Ram Navami (the day celebrated as Lord Ram’s birthday) 2023 

saw acts of violence in many places, the majority of which were 

in Howrah, Chatrapati Sambhaji Nagar (called Aurangabad 

earlier), some Mumbai suburbs, Delhi and places in Bihar among 

others. Last few years these have become a regular part of social 

phenomenon, with ever increasing intensity. The large section of 

media has presented the story of these Ram Navami processions 

being stoned and so the consequent violence, the nature of 

aggressive slogans, the well armed participants, the provocative 

acts in front of mosques are generally underplayed or missing 

from these narratives. Last year also there were such incidents 

of which the one in Khargone drew attention. In this case on the 

pretext of stone throwing 51 households of the minority 

community were bulldozed by the state with the BJP Government in power. (7) 

The nature of celebration of Ram Navami has seen a drastic change during the last few years. The 

processions are taken out with youth waving the naked swords, this year one was spotted with a pistol. 



Modi Sarkar: India in Communal Grip 

 
49 

There is loud music and slogans abusive to Muslims are shouted in gay abundance. The route of the 

processions is another interesting part of the tragic tale; they generally ensure to pass through the Muslim 

majority area, irrespective of whether there is permission for that or not. Attempts to throw Gulal on the 

mosques are the minimum, the attempt to climb the mosque and hoist saffron flag on the mosque is fairly 

mandatory. 

In West Bengal, where the mayhem was created by the processions, while BJP leadership is blaming 

Mamata for going soft on Muslims CM Mamata Bannerjee stated, “Religion never condones unrest, 

religion speaks of peace... This was BJP’s plan to create riots. Yesterday, the BJP did it in about 100 places 

in the country. The Howrah incident is very unfortunate. We repeatedly said the procession should not 

take that route. (8) However, criminals entered with guns, petrol bombs, bulldozers and various other 

things, and attacked where minorities live… This was done by BJP, Hindu Mahasangh, Bajrang Dal… and 

the different names that they have. They attacked directly and intentionally,…” 

Earlier also the country has witnessed the violence in the context of processions. During the British period, 

the Muslim Communalists competed with equal vehemence using Ganpati immersion, Shiv Jayanti 

processions, Ram Navami processions; Muharram etc. Post Independence the prevalent biases among 

large sections of society and police in particular have turned a blind eye to the processions which insist on 

going through the areas not permitted by the administration. At one level this happens regularly as the 

organizers and participants of these know that they have protection from the state. 

Their plea is that how dare anyone prevent them from going to any area? We know that giving provocative 

slogans is a crime, carrying weapons is also a crime then how come these processions flaunt these basic 

norms? Here comes in the role of communalized administration irrespective of the Government in power. 

While the media focuses on the stone throwing, it totally remains silent on provocative slogans, open 

display of arms. Post Independence there have been Judicial inquiries in cases of violence provoked by 

processions. Advocate Chander Uday Singh in his prologue to the detailed report by the ‘Citizens and 

Lawyers Initiative’, which looks into the sharp spike in events leading to communal violence during Ram 

Navami and Hanuman Jayanti in April 2022 gives an account of major processions and the violence which 

followed the processions. (9) Report confirms that the processions involve targeting Muslim places of 

worship or Muslim-majority localities. Few major examples will give us the deeper dynamics of these 

processions. 

In Bhagalpur violence the route was one of the major issues, “A commission of enquiry consisting of Justice 

Ram Nandan Prasad, Justice Ram Chandra Prasad Sinha, and Justice S. Shamsul Hasan, retired judges of 

the Patna High Court, found that though tension over Ramshila processions had already been building up 

in Bhagalpur for at least a year prior to 1989, yet the Administration and Police had turned a blind eye to 

it. The Commission noted that there was no application to route the 1989 procession through Tatarpur, 

and that the license issued to the procession’s organizers did not mention Tatarpur (para 578). (10) 
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Commission of inquiry in Kota 1989 came to similar conclusions. Justice S. N. Bharava of the commission 

concluded, … “Taking an overall view of the evidence on record, I am of the view that it was the 

precisionists who had started shouting objectionable and provocative slogans and it was only on account 

of the provocation by these objectionable slogans that the Muslim community also reciprocated the 

same.” (11) 

In Bhivandi-Jalgaon riots, Justice Madon concluded that “the immediate or proximate cause of the 

Bhiwandi disturbances was the deliberate misbehavior of the processionists in the Shiv Jayanti procession, 

which was taken out in Bhiwandi on May 7, 1970, in order to provoke the Muslims and … the 

processionists from the villages, had participated in the procession carrying lathis to which Bhagwa flags 

and banners were tied in order to circumvent the ban under section 37(1) of the Bombay Police Act, 1951, 

prohibiting the carrying of weapons,…”. (12) 

While the role of those who get provoked and throw the first stone cannot be undermined, the point is 

the clever manipulation of such festivals/procession to create a situation in which communal violence is 

the outcome. This in turn leads to the polarization and an increase in the strength of the communal party. 

To quote the Yale University research finding yet again, “riots produce ethnic polarization that benefits 

ethno-religious parties at the expense of the Congress… Analyzing the effect of riots on the vote share of 

“Hindu nationalist parties”, the paper notes that “the BJS/BJP saw a 0.8 percentage point increase in their 

vote share following a riot in the year prior to an election”. (13) 

The increasing intensity of this phenomenon can clearly be correlated to the attempt by communal parties 

to further polarize the society to get electoral politics in times to come. The reports that bulldozers are 

being roped into these processions should be a matter of serious concern for our society. 
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(6) 

PROMOTING HINDUTVA 
 

a. Yoga-Raksha Bandhan as a National spectacles 

After staging the Yoga on 21st June 2015 on Raj Path, Delhi, Modi Sarkar planned to celebrate Rakhi, 

Raksha Bandhan at a grand scale in late August. This plan has full approval of its parent organization, the 

RSS. Now a Hindu religious festival will be given the status of a national festival so blatantly. It surely is an 

indication of the type of deeper agenda of narrow nationalism this Government has in mind? (1) 

Primarily festivals of this type are social. The Holi, Divalis, Eid, Christmas are social event of joy, 

celebration. Many politicians and organization celebrate it at social-community level. Social festivals are 

family-community events. Two major questions which the decision of the Modi Sarkar raises are, one why 

a Hindu festival is being presented as a national festival, and why the Government should come forward 

to promote social festivals? The answer to this lies in the fact that this government is having the agenda 

of Hindu nationalism and so they are walking an extra mile to promote a Hindu festival as a national 

festival. National festivals have to be restricted to the one’s which are related to freedom movement, a 

phenomenon, which built us as an Indian nation. (2) 

In a plural society one religion cannot be singled out to become the national religion and a secular state 

does not go in for organizing the celebration of religious festivals, majority or minority. Government 

should not come in the arena of social festivals; communities are already doing that. It seems this 

government wants to give a subtle message of the deeper gender related agenda; that of the 

subordination of women as well through this festival. All narrow nationalisms and ideologies which take 

recourse to the label of religion or race have this agenda inherent in them. Be it Christian fundamentalism, 

Islamic fundamentalism of Hindu Fundamentalism, they all take recourse to some or the other pretext 

from the past or present to restrict the freedom, equality of women.  

b. Undermining Secularism 

 

We now have the likes of Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Sakhshi Maharaj, Sadhvi Uma Bharati and Yogi Adiyanath, 

among others, adorning the political space as BJP leaders. While they are regarded as spiritual people, the 

reality is something else. Not only they are important players on the political scene, they also seem to be 

worst examples of ‘Hate speech’. (3) It is not a pure coincidence that among those creating hate for the 

‘other’ community, these holy women-men are at the forefront. While the likes of Maulana Maududi 

allied with military regime of Zia Ul Haq with the goal of Islamic Pakistan, the saffron robed ones are within 

the political organization with the job of creating a Hindu state. 

 

It is in this background that the Mahant of Gorakhnath Mutt, Adityanath Yogi, who is currently Chief- 

Minister of UP also stated that “I believe that after Independence, the biggest lie in India is the word 

secular... No system can be secular. Political systems can be neutral towards sects, but not secular.” (4) 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/secular-word-is-biggest-lie-says-up-chief-minister-yogi-adityanath/story-VQkXLM9lYWVgJrzS1ICU1H.html
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Yogi also said that a political system can be Path (Sect) Nirpeksh not neutral to religion and criticized the 

present practice of secularism as an appeasement of minorities. 

 

Mr. Yogi is associate of RSS Combine as he is not directly a member of RSS clan, but is politically affiliated 

to Hindu Mahasabha, which takes lineage from the major ideologue of Hindutva, Hindu Nationalism; 

Savarkar. This ideology of Hindutva, shared by BJP-RSS-Hindu Mahasabha regards this Nation to be Hindu 

nation, and thinks that secularism is a Western plant on this nation. They were opposed to the freedom 

movement, and articulated that they should associate with British powers to oppose Muslim nationalism. 

 

Much like Muslim Nationalism, which it opposed, Hindu nationalism also had social roots in the declining 

sections of Rajas and Landlords, their values being based on hierarchy of caste, and gender. Muslim 

Nationalism and Hindu nationalism mutually targeted each other while hiding their agenda of subjugating 

lower castes/classes and women. When Indian Constitution was being formulated Hindu nationalists said 

that there is no need for a new Constitution as India already has glorious Constitution in the form of its 

Holy books, e.g. Manu Smriti. Incidentally burning of this book; was supported by the architect of Indian 

Constitution, Ambedkar. (5) 

 

After Independence, India being plural, diverse and uneven; did face the problems in practice of 

secularism. Due to the guidance of Gandhi and Nehru, the complicated problems related to religion were 

well handled. On the issue of Cow slaughter and beef ban Gandhi and Nehru both opposed any such thing 

being brought in by state. In the matters of reconstruction of Somnath temple again, both these shining 

stars of secular values stated that state should not indulge in building of places of worship.(6) 

 

These and other challenges which came are being exploited today by communalists to criticize secular 

values itself; the word Pseudo secular and Sickular were coined to humiliate the values which promote 

pluralism and diversity. One such issue was the issue of managing the wealth pouring in Temples. 

Government in all its wisdom went for managing the wealth and its spending by developing the 

mechanisms of having IAS officers to be part of the temple trusts. No such mechanism was thought of for 

the bodies controlling Churches and Mosques. It is being put forward if this is an appeasement of 

minorities. This difference has been on the ground that Temples receive lot of donations in contrast to 

other places of Worship. It was to regulate the judicious spending of public wealth. The nature of wealth 

with these institutions has different background, so the diverse policy. 

 

Similarly there has been criticism in the matters of Hajj subsidy (which now has been abolished); the 

subsidy as such was given to Air India, the sole carrier. Similarly the state stepped in to take care of the 

infrastructure of Kumbh congregations with the idea that such vast assembly of people needs proper 

health, hygiene and transport related matters, purely the issues of this world. 

 

A lot is made of the personal laws. The Hindu Code Bill was planned for social reforms. Even it was 

envisaged as the beginning of the process to be followed by reform among other religious communities. 

The response to the Hindu Code Bill was very hostile, more so from Hindu Communal elements. Seeing 
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this; the Bill was diluted, leading to resignation of Ambedkar from the Cabinet. This stalled any possibility 

of undertaking such reforms for minority communities, as they are more vulnerable. (7) 

 

As communal violence started picking up, the issue of security of minority lives became central concern 

of minority communities and the process of reform among them was put on hold, to the detriment of the 

interest of women’s equality of those communities. Some flashes of welcome demand for reforms among 

these communities have come from the women from religious minorities. Most males of minority 

community stand opposed to such reforms for their own vested interests, while women from these 

communities are facing a dual threat. The first of these is the communal violence, of which they are the 

major victims. This violence throttles their longing for gender justice; still in opposition to this; some of 

them are braving it and are struggling for reforms. The likes of Yogi, steeped in Hindu nationalism, are 

unmindful of the need for promoting security of minorities; and label these as appeasement and call 

secularism as a lie.    

    

c. Sectarian Hindutva  

Banning or attacking the books in current times has been aplenty. There have been many reasons given 

for this intolerant attitude by different social-political groups. The cases of Satanic Verses by Salman 

Rushdie, Taslima Nasreen’s Lajja, book on Sonia Gandhi Red Saree, A.K. Ramanujan’s Three Hundred 

Ramayans are some of the major examples. (8) There is a tight rope walk between freedom of expression 

and hurting ‘others’ sensibilities, which keeps fluctuating for same political groups. Those from Hindu right 

will talk of freedom of expression for Salman Rushdie or Taslima Nasreen, while the Muslim 

fundamentalists will talk of ‘Hurting religious sensibilities’ at the same time. In case of ‘The Hindus an 

Alternative History’ by Wendy Donigar or ‘Three Hundred Ramayanas’ the same Hindu right will assert 

the religious sensibility argument to get the uncomfortable things banished away. The overall victim of 

this intolerant attitude is freedom of expression and it also shows the ascendance of ‘Taliban’ elements 

in the social political sphere.  

The ‘out of court settlement’ reached by Penguin to pulp its stock of ‘The Hindus-an alternative History’ 

was a condemnable move from one of the most powerful publishers, who could have taken the matters 

further to the highest legal battles and preserved the right of a scholar to disseminate her views, and the 

right of readers to have access to it. It is in the fitness of things that well known Penguin authors 

Jyotirmaya Sharma and Siddharth Varadrajan have written to Penguin to pulp their books and cancel their 

agreements. The case against The Hindus… was filed by one Dinanath Batra of Shiksha Bachao Andolan 

Samiti (SBAS). In his petition to the court, the book is described as “shallow, distorted...a haphazard 

presentation riddled with heresies and factual inaccuracies”, and …that Doniger herself is driven by a 

“Christian Missionary Zeal and hidden agenda to denigrate Hindus and show their religion in poor light”. 

(9)  

Interestingly Doniger is no Christian, she is a Jew. In her preface she writes “Part of my agenda in writing 

an alternative history is to show how much the groups that conventional wisdom says were oppressed 

and silenced and played no part in the development of the tradition—women, Pariahs (oppressed castes, 

sometimes called Untouchables)—did actually contribute to Hinduism…to tell a story of Hinduism that’s 
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been suppressed and was increasingly hard to find in the media and textbooks…It’s not about philosophy, 

it’s not about meditation, it’s about stories, about animals and untouchables and women. It’s the way 

that Hinduism has dealt with pluralism.” 

The two central aspects of the book are, one a presentation of the matters related to sex, which has 

become a taboo for the self proclaimed custodians of Hinduism. One knows the great creations like 

Khajuraho and Konark and the depiction of matters related to sex, that’s how it was looked at as and 

that’s how it prevails in society, before the Victorian prudishness took over. One recalls the classic of 

Kalidas; ‘Kumar Sambhav’, which gives the erotic episode of Shankar and Parvati. And same way Adi 

Shankaracharya’s, Saundarya Lahiri, which gives graphic descriptions of the goddess, sholaka 78-79 being 

two examples.   

As far as attack on Doniger’s book is concerned it is part of the long sequence of the agenda of SBAS and 

the other RSS affiliates like VHP, Bajrang Dal etc, who became more assertive after the decade of 1980s. 

This is also the period when the touchiness about religious sensibilities and suppression of the freedom 

of expression became a phenomenon of regular occurrence. It is interesting to note that the paintings of 

M.F. Husain drawn in the decades of 1960s and 1970s came under attack much later, during the 1980s 

with the rise of the aggressive presence of politics, which began around the Ram Temple issue.  

Batra, who filed the suit, is the head of the Vidya Bharati’s Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan, the 

educational arm of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the patriarch of the Hindu right. The earlier major 

book under its attack was A.K. Ramanujan’s classic essay ‘Three Hundred Ramayanas’, which was part of 

the syllabus in Delhi University. This essay shows the wide prevalence of diverse telling of story of Lord 

Ram. These diverse versions are not in conformity with the version of Ram story which gels with the Ram 

Temple campaign. Even before the attack on this book, the RSS supporters had attacked an exhibition of 

many telling of Ram story by Sahmat. In a similar vein RSS’s political wing BJP’s political and ideological 

partner Shiv Sena in Maharashtra had opposed the publication of the book ‘Riddles of Ram and Krishna’ 

as in this book Ambedkar, apart from other things, says that he will not regard Ram Krishna as Gods and 

nor will worship them.  

Doniger has been a Professor at School of Oriental and African Studies in University of London. She has 

two doctorates in Sanskrit and Indian studies and has written several works of scholarship on Hinduism. 

She says that Sanskrit and vernacular sources are rich in knowledge of compassion for deprived sections 

of society, women and pariahs as well. An example of this is in order, she is critical of Manu smiriti as it 

denigrates the women, at the same time she appreciates the sensitivity with which Vatsayanan’s Kam 

Sutra deals with women. 

The tirade of SBAS and other RSS progeny against differing versions of Hinduism, and iconography is a part 

of its political agenda. It harps on the Brahamanical version of Hinduism bypassing and undermining the 

other Hindu traditions, Nath, Tantra, Bhakti, Shaiva, Siddha etc. The construction of RSS brand of Hinduism 

is a part of its Hindutva project, which took place during colonial period. Hindutva is the political ideology 

of this supra political organization, RSS. Hindutva picks up its version of Hinduism from the elaboration of 

European Orientalist interpretation of Hindu traditions. Orientalist scholars were in tune with the 

monotheistic worldview and that was reflected in their reading of Hinduism. In their rendering Hinduism 
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got straight jacketed into monotheistic, monistic one and this puritan monolithic notion of Hinduism came 

to be presented as the Hinduism. (10)The Colonial powers’ monotheistic worldview could not fathom the 

diverse richness of Hinduism’s philosophical, spiritual, religious and aesthetic expressions. Their 

understanding of religion revolves around a single Prophet. Hinduism as a religion as such is a 

conglomeration of multiple traditions which were prevalent here. Brahmanism was just one of them. 

During the colonial period by selectively projecting Brahmanical texts and values as Hinduism, the 

Orientalist scholars and British rulers gave legitimacy to caste and gender based Brahiminical tendency as 

‘The Hinduism’.  

Brahmanism started becoming projected as the Hinduism. It is due to this that Ambedkar went on to say 

that ‘Hinduism is Brahmanic theology’. He was criticizing the social inequality prevalent in the name of 

Hinduism. Opposed to Brahmanical stream was the Shramnanic traditions of Hinduism, which by that time 

were out of the horizon of scholarship of Westerners and the British policy makers. In due course the 

declining sections of Hindu Landlords and upper caste resorted to the politics of Hindutva, which in the 

name of glorious Hindu traditions wanted to uphold the status quo of caste and gender, wanted to retain 

its hegemony in social and economic sphere. The freedom movement and its leader Gandhi’s Hinduism 

was away from this Brahmanical-Hindutva stream. It was more in continuation with liberal Hindu 

belonging to Shramanic tradition. It is the Hinduism with which the large sections of Hindus could identify.  

Hindu Mahasabha and RSS brand of Hindutva was a marginal phenomenon as it was elite Brahamnical 

and harped on the values which were at deeper level undermining the status and dignity of women and 

dalits. That’s how RSS and the elite supporting them kept aloof from the social changes of caste and 

gender during this period, and stuck to their agenda of Hindu nation based on their own sectarian 

interpretation of Hinduism. The RSS, in pursuance of its agenda floated SBAS, which was the one which 

was instrumental in communalization of the history text books during the NDA regime, led by BJP-Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee. The same organization is the one which is at the back of the multitude of educational 

endeavors and promotes the divisive-sectarian history through many Sarswati Shishu Mandirs, Ekal 

Vidyalayas amongst others. So, for them Doniger’s book is a red rag as it talks of rich diverse traditions of 

the people and is not prude enough to suppress the narrations related to sex. Doniger talks of liberal 

Hinduism while RSS wants sectarian Hindutva imposed on the society. The struggle between liberal 

Hinduism and sectarian Hindutva is in full flow around the debate on this book.       

d. Intent to Change Indian Constitution 

BJP, which believes in Hindu nationalism, faces the dilemma about Indian Constitution. Necessarily it has 

to pay its obeisance to Indian Constitution for electoral purpose to be sure. It has to seek votes of all 

sections of society including dalits and other marginalized sections of society for whom this Constitution 

is a liberator. At present, BJP’s electoral strength is not adequate for changing the Constitution, so it 

cannot talk openly about the same. In addition Constitution has also emotive values for large sections of 

dalits, who regard it as a greatest contribution of Babsaheb Ambedkar in the direction of social change. In 

this light to statement of Anantkumar Hegde, the Union Minster, that BJP is in power to change the 

Constitution may not have matched with the overall strategy of BJP, which is to get 2/3 majority first 

before talking on this. Mr. Hegde, while speaking in the meeting of Brahman Yuva Parishat said “I will be 

happy if someone identifies as Muslim, Christian, Brahmin, Lingayat or Hindu. But trouble will arise if they 
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say they are secular.” (11) And also that BJP is there to change the Constitution. Later when criticized in 

the Lok Sabha for his statement, he tried to circumvent his statement by saying that “if someone was hurt 

by his remarks about changing the Constitution and about secularism, he had no hesitation in tendering 

his apology.” 

 

Surely BJP’s intentions 

have to be understood 

and his apology is 

purely strategic. BJP as 

a party has to work 

within the confines of 

Constitution as it has 

to swear by it legally. 

Still when BJP led NDA 

Government came to 

power in 1998, it did 

appoint Venkatchaliah 

Commission to review 

the Constitution; 

probably that was the 

first open and subtle 

‘statement of 

purpose’ from its side. 

It’s another matter that seeing the total opposition to its move of reviewing Constitution from large 

sections of society, the Commission report was dumped. (12) 

 

After Modi led NDA Government came to power (2014), on the occasion of Republic day 2015, it issued 

and advertisement with the preamble of Constitution in which words Secular and Socialist were missing. 

In November 2017 Yogi Adityanath stated that word secularism is biggest lie in India.’ The BJP will not 

reveal its deeper agenda so easily at present. Still it can be understood that BJP is not comfortable with 

the present Constitution and laws be it the one’s related to Article 370 (Kashmir), Article 25 (freedom of 

religion), article 30 (about minorities setting up educational institutions). As BJP is a part of RSS combine, 

one has to look at what RSS ideologues state, what its associates like VHP and others say on the issue. 

These organizations have times and again articulated their opposition to Indian Constitution and their 

goal of making the one based on Holy Indian scriptures. 

 

As such the whole attempt of Hindu nationalist political formations is to try to pave the way for Hindu 

nationalism by using the democratic secular space which the present Constitution gives. 

  

RSS ideologue Golwalkar in his writings like ‘Bunch Of Thoughts’ argues that territorial nationalism, which 

is the basis of Indian Constitution, is a barbarism, since according to him a nation is ‘not a mere bundle of 

political and economic rights’ but an embodiment of national culture —in India, ‘ancient and sublime’ 
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Hinduism. (13) It sneers at democracy, which Golwalkar sees as alien to Hindu culture, and lavishes praise 

on the Code of Manu, whom Golwalkar salutes as ‘the first, the greatest, and the wisest lawgiver of 

mankind’. 

When the Constituent Assembly of India passed the Constitution of India on November 26, 1949, RSS was 

not happy. Its organ, Organiser in an editorial on November 30, 1949, complained: "But in our 

Constitution there is no mention of the unique constitutional development in ancient Bharat. Manu’s 

Laws were written long before Lycurgus of Sparta or Solon of Persia. To this day his laws as enunciated in 

the Manusmriti excite the admiration of the world and elicit spontaneous obedience and conformity. But 

to our constitutional pundits that means nothing." (14) 

 VD Savarkar has been the major ideologue from whom most of the Hindu nationalists draw their 

inspiration. He argued: "Manusmriti is that scripture which is most worship-able after Vedas for our Hindu 

Nation and which from ancient times has become the basis of our culture-customs, thought and practice. 

This book for centuries has codified the spiritual and divine march of our nation. Even today the rules 

which are followed by crores of Hindus in their lives and practice are based on Manusmriti. 

Today Manusmriti is Hindu Law." (15) 

Deendayal Upadhayay has been another major ideologue of RSS combine. He was part of Bharatiya 

Janasangh, previous avatar of BJP. He says that India had written a Constitution imitative of the West, 

divorced from any real connection to our mode of life and from authentically Indian ideas about the 

relationship between the individual and society. 

  

Like previous ideologues Upadhyay also felt that the Constitution should embody a Hindu political 

philosophy befitting an ancient nation like Bharat, that of reducing the Indian national idea to a territory 

and the people on it was fallacious. According to him the nationalist movement, from the Khilafat agitation 

onwards, has turned towards a policy of appeasement of the Muslim community, a policy in turn sought 

to be justified by the need to forge a united front against the British. 

  

He was all through critical of Indian Constitution, as he argued his case for Hindu nation. His ideology 

seems to be one of the major inspirations for present leadership of BJP. BJP’s discomfort with articles 25, 

30 and 370 etc. is mainly as these articles aim at affirmative action in a plural diverse society. These draw 

from the basic notion of Equality inherent in Indian constitution. Most of the ideologues, the source of 

BJP ideology uphold Manusmririti, no wonder this was the precise book which architect of Indian 

Constitution, Babasaheb Ambedkar, consigned to the flames! 

  

e. Defining Hindutva 

On October 25 (2016) the seven member Supreme Court Bench started hearing to revisit ‘Hindutva’ cases. 

These are group of cases where the use of term Hindutva-Hinduism to be used during elections is to be 

opined. One such case was that of Manohar Joshi who in his election speech said that if he is voted to 

power he will work for making Maharashtra as the first Hindu state in the country. In another incident Bal 

Thackeray, Shiv Sena founder and supremo of BJP associate Shiv Sena, said in November 1987, that his 
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party is contesting elections “for the protection of Hinduism, we do not care for the votes of the Muslims. 

The country belongs to Hindus”. (16) And “[The Muslims] should bear in mind that this country is of 

Hindus, the same shall remain of Hindus... if Shiv Sena comes to power… everybody will have to 

take diksha (initiation) into Hindu religion.” 

 

The 1995 Judgment, where Justice Varma opined that the word ‘Hindutva’, “is used and understood as a 

synonym of ‘Indianisation’, i.e. development of uniform culture by obliterating the differences between 

all the cultures coexisting in the country.” This came to be known as ‘Hindutva as a way of life’, judgment 

and became popular as ‘Hindutva judgment’, was used by RSS combine to reinforce their Hindu rashtra 

agenda. (17) In Guruvayoor temple case again similar opinion was given. Also one recalls that way back in 

1966 in a case involving Satsangis, who were asking for status of a separate religion, the court had given 

the similar opinion, that Hinduism is a way of life, so where is the question of Satsangis being given the 

status of a separate religion? This does not exhaust the list of such judgments in this category. 

  

Teesta Setalvad, eminent social activist, had intervened in the court in the matter with an application 

stating that religion and politics should not be mixed and a direction be passed to de-link religion from 

politics. This was a great opportunity for the court to clear the air about the terms Hinduism and Hindutva. 

So far many opinions have been given that since Hinduism has so much diversity, so it is not a religion and 

that it includes all the communities so ‘it’s a ‘way of life’ The words Hinduism and Hindutva have been 

used interchangeably many a times. 

  

The confusion and nature of the word Hinduism and Hindutva emerge as Hinduism is not a prophet based 

religion; with a clear cut single Holy book the teachings of the prophet or a single God. Its nature is 

different from prophet based religions like Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and Sikhism for that matter. It 

has been identified with Vedas, where the life and norms of Aryans is expressed. In matters of faith 

starting from animism to atheism may come under its umbrella. The term Hinduism has vague origins. As 

per Romila Thapar the term was coined by those coming here from Central Asia and they coined the word 

Hindu as a derivative of the word Sindhu. (18) Essentially what were prevalent here were multiple religious 

traditions, Brahmanism, Nath, Tantra, Siddha, Shiava Siddhanta and later Bhakti also. The first 

construction of Hinduism takes place to refer to these diverse tendencies. Later Hinduism as religion starts 

being referred to for the people around these sects. Jainism and Buddhism were also present in good 

measure. With British coming the construction of Hinduism became well delineated. With seeds of 

communalism coming up Hinduism started being contrasted against Islam and Christianity in particular. 

  

In late early twentieth century ideologue of Hindu nationalism, Savarkar put forward the concept of 

Hindutva in a sharper way to present it as ‘whole of Hinduness’, i.e., it includes Hindu religion as conceived 

by them and also it includes the politics of Hindu nationalism. So inherent in the term was religion, 

Hinduism, which had the dominant part of Brahmanism, and it was blended with the Hindu nationalism. 

Hindu nationalism was being projected by the upper caste, landlord-kings sections of Hindus who were 

weary of the emerging “India as a nation in the making and accompanying ideas of Liberty, Equality and 



Modi Sarkar: India in Communal Grip 

 
59 

Fraternity. The Hindu nationalists upheld the scriptures like Manu Smiriti, while the majority of Hindus led 

by Gandhi were aspiring for secular democratic ethos. 

  

Hinduism is the most complex umbrella where interpretations are dominated by the caste factors. 

Ambedkar does point out that Hinduism is a Brahmanic theology. Other streams of Hinduism, Nath Tantra, 

Bhakti etc. have been marginalized and undermined and it’s around Brahmanical hierarchy that Hindutva 

movement has emerged. It’s clear that Hinduism is not the religion of all the Indians. Also that Hinduva 

has been built around Brahmanical stream of Hinduism. This complex understanding needs to be 

unraveled before opining on the Representation of People’s Act. In S. R. Bommai case the court the 

Supreme Court recognized the value of this understanding of terms Hinduism-Hindutva. Justice B.P. 

Jeevan Reddy wrote, “To fight elections on a plank of religion, was tantamount to eroding the country’s 

secular fabric.” (19)But, barely a year later, this was subverted when India’s secular credentials came to 

be undermined with the rulings known as ‘Hindutva cases’.  

The foundation of this understanding is already there in what Dr. Ambedkar writes, B.R. Ambedkar, who 

played a sterling role in the drafting of Constitution; his aim was to ensure that the statute conformed to 

secular principles. “I think that elections ought to be conducted on issues which have nothing to do with… 

religion or culture.” (20) Further that “A political party should not be permitted to appeal to any emotion 

which is aroused by reason of something which has nothing to do with the daily affairs of the people.” 

This is the spirit of Indian Constitution which wants to separate religion from politics 

 

f. Is Narendra Modi the ‘Divider number one’ in India? 

 Time magazine probably is one of the most influential global 

newsmagazines. It came out with an issue with Modi on the cover page (20 

May, 2019), with the title ‘India’s Divider in Chief’ raising the question 'Can 

World’s largest democracy survive another five years of Modi?' It also 

carried another major article, Modi the reformer, which argues that Modi 

is the best hope for economic reform in India. The main article, (India’s 

Divider in Chief) as the title suggested hits the nail on the head and its title 

aptly sums up the Modi rule. It also is critical of Rahul Gandhi on various 

grounds. Interestingly Rahul Gandhi re-tweeted the article from his twitter 

handle, while Modi acolytes pounced on the writer Aatish Taseer. 

BJP’s spokesman Sambit Patra stated that Taseer is a Pakistani and nothing better can be expected from 

a Pakistani. This is typical of BJP, creating and boosting the enemy image of Pakistan.  Others BJP followers 

vandalized the Wikipedia page of Taseer and added that, he is “the PR manger for the Congress”. This 

addition was being made to the “Career” section of the page. Taseer as such is no Pakistani national. His 

father was Salaman Taseer, Governor of Punjab, who was shot by his body guard for supporting Aasia Bibi, 

a Christian who was charged under blasphemy laws. He was killed for his liberal values. His mother is a 
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well known Indian columnist, Tavleen Singh, while Aatish himself is an American citizen. Wish truth 

mattered for the ilk of Patra! 

 Interestingly Patra commented that Time magazine earlier has also carried anti Modi articles. Truth of 

the matter is that earlier write up in the magazine projected him with hope.  For example the Time cover 

story in 2015 on Modi was titled, ‘Why Modi matters’. (2015) Even in current issue the second lead story 

of the magazine portrays him as being the one with the best potential of reform. How come this renowned 

magazine has articulated Modi as the ‘Divider in Chief’, and put forward the question whether democracy 

will survive in case he comes to power again in 2019. What Taseer is presenting is no rocket science. He 

aptly tells us how the phenomenon like lynching in the name of cow began with beating up Muslims and 

in due course dalits were also targeted, the Una flogging, marginalizing Muslims on one hand and 

subduing dalits on the other.   

Last many years have seen two major phenomenona which indicate that democracy is in peril. 

Centralization of the power of the Government in the hands of Modi is total. The extent of this was 

revealed by Modi himself when he boasted that he prevailed upon the expert opinion on Balakot strike. 

He claims that the concerned authorities and experts wanted to postpone it due to bad weather, rains 

etc. Modi in his profound wisdom ordered them to go ahead as clouds in the sky will help the attacking 

fighter aero planes to escape being detected by Pakistan’s radars! All major decisions being taken by him 

is well known by now. In case of demonetization for example the Cabinet and Finance ministry was in dark 

about it. The autonomous institutions are being trampled and controlled by Modi. Democratic institutions 

are gradually being undermined with him at the center of power. 

Equally or more damaging is the division which he is sowing among the different religious communities. 

His not reprimanding the cow vigilantes, his acceptance of Cabinet colleagues who spew poison against 

religious minorities, who drape the dead body of lynching accused in tri color, or honor the accused on 

bail gives a clear encouragement to the criminals pursuing the Hindu nationalist agenda. His selection of 

Adityanath Yogi, who is known for his fowl language against Muslims in particular, as UP Chief Minster 

and putting up Pragya Thakur, the terror accused on bail due to health reasons, are a clear pronouncement 

that he is out to impose Hindu nationalist agenda, Hindutva, on the secular democratic India. 

What represents the unity of India is the Indian Constitution. He has cabinet colleague, Anant Kumar 

Hegde who openly espouses that Indian Constitution should be changed. Modi’s parent organization, the 

RSS is flourishing with rapid speed during his regime. The Universities and other state institutions are 

recruiting the followers of RSS despite them not fulfilling academic requirements for the jobs. Many 

columnists are pointing out that Indian media has also been subdued and not critiqued Modi adequate 

enough. It’s partly true also. While a section of media and few writers have taken up issues against the 

ruling duo of Modi-Shah, large section of media has buckled under the pressure created by BJP rule. This 

pressure is well expressed by the rising BJP star Tejaswi Surya, who stated that “If you are with Modi, 

you are with India. If you are not with Modi, then you are strengthening anti-India forces.” Criticizing 

ruling government has been portrayed as being anti National.  
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As such the ‘divider in chief’ title sits well on the persona and ideology of Modi. It is the first time 

that a Hindu nationalist Prime minister is ruling the country with full majority. Earlier BJP led 

Governments did initiate some moves in this direction but as they were dependent on the support 

of rag tag combinations, they never implemented the Hindu nationalist divisiveness to this extent. 

The author uses the term ‘Poisonous religious nationalism’ for the current scenario prevailing here.  

Gandhi, who was murdered by the leader of Hindu Nationalist ideology was the ‘Un ifier in Chief’, 

and sadly the present Prime minster, while implementing his political agenda has played the role 

which is a total counter to what father of the nation stood far. On the counts of dividing the nation 

along religious lines and undermining the democracy in the country, the article is a grim reminder 

of the state of affairs prevailing here.  
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(7) 
EMOTIVE ISSUES TO THE FORE 

 

 
a. Love in the times of Fundamentalist Politics: 
  
The politics of communal polarization is also focusing on many identity issues. One being the Love Jihad, 
where the Hindu-Christian girl married to a Muslim or Christian man is targeted, and is legally manipulated 

in a manner to ensure that she 
is forced to be sent to her 
parents or sent to ‘anti 
Conversion clinics’.  One such 
revelaing case has been that 
of Hadiya in Kerala. In this case 
the bogey of Love Jihad is 
spiced up with recruitment for 
participating in Jihad in Syria. 
(1) Still, the cases of the likes 
of Swetha, a Hindu woman 
confined in a Yoga Center, 
where she was being 
pressurized to abandon her 
marriage to a Christian man 

are much less known. As per Shwetha the Yoga center as such is a re conversions clinic for those women 
who have adopted Christianity or Islam and married non Hindus. (2) Lot has been coming in the media 
about the alleged immaturity of the girl Akhila who converted to Islam and married a Muslim man, who 
is a worker of Popular Front of India (PFI). 
  
The total focus on linking the case to PFI, to alleged joining of planned terrorist activity in Syria was 
brought in to give a different twist to the case. This was the pretext for the NIA to step in. This made the 
link of conversion of Akhila as a sinister plan to woo Hindu girls, covert them to Islam and induct them 
into the terror module. Quite a fertile imagination of those in authorities! In Hadiya’s case Court went to 
the extent of declaring that a 24 years old girl is of a tender mind and is gullible! Hadiya did say in the 
Court that her conversion and marriage to a Muslim man is out of her own volition. The Supreme Court 
finally ruled in favour of her choice. These are surprising times. An adult, a Homeopathic doctor is mature 
enough for decisions for her life, but keeping her in her parents’ custody away from her husband is 
unthinkable on moral and social grounds, grounds which should guide the interpretation of law and 
consequent decision. 
  
In case of Swetha, the Yoga Center (Ernakulam) , where she has been detained turns out to be a place 
where emotional blackmail and even threats are being used to force the girls to abandon their new faith 
or to force their spouse to convert to Hinduism. Another Hindu woman Sruthi Meledath also testified 
similar experience when she was asked to leave her Muslim husband Anees Hamid, whom she planned to 
marry. This was at Yogvidya Kendram. (3) The similarity of the agenda of such centers is very clear. 
  

http://www.thenewsminute.com/article/tortured-22-days-hindu-woman-married-christian-accuses-kerala-yoga-centre-harassment-69019
https://scroll.in/article/852682/yoga-centre-in-kerala-faces-probe-for-confining-hindu-women-to-make-them-leave-non-hindu-partners
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The issue of Love Jihad will become so dangerous for women in love, was not anticipated a decade ago. 
The cleverly crafted Love Jihad campaign is based on the patriarchal notions, which are one of the core 
ingredients of communal politics. As per this communal thinking the notion of ‘Our women’, their women’ 
guides them. Woman is regarded as the property of man and is symbol of community honor. In 
precipitating communal violence rumors based of threat to ‘our women’ is put at the 
forefront, Mujaffarnagar violence being the prime example of the same (4). At the same time violating 
the modesty of women of other community comes as a badge of honor in this scheme of things. The love 
jihad issue began with Coastal Karnataka, where inter religious marriage were targeted, particularly when 
the girl was Hindu and the boy was Muslim in most cases and occasionally Christian. As such in an open 
society, social interaction among people of different religions does provide the ground for inter 
community interaction. This is something which can be the strong cementing factor in the concept 
of Fraternity in the triad of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. 
  
During freedom movement, people like Gandhi and Ambedkar proactively talked about the role of 
intercommunity marriages in promoting abolition of caste, and to extend the point inter religion 
marriages are the ground on which communal harmony and national integration find deeper and solid 
base. This is what the trajectory of things in democratic society should be. With the clouds of communal 
divisiveness coming up on the horizon, the patriarchal notions and attempt to control the lives of women 
have become stronger. In India Hindu communalists in particular have been floating organizations to 
discourage such alliances and to break them to when such unions take place. 
  
One recalls the notorious Babu Bajrangi whose prime role was to attack inter community couples. In West 
Bengal the case of Priyanka todi and Rizwan Kausar is a painful reminder of the malady taking deep its 
roots in the society. (5) While patriarchal values are there in other social ideologies also, in communalism, 
fundamentalism these are absolute in degree. While there are glorious examples of marriages, Hindu boy 
Muslim girl and vice versa, it seems the intimidations of the likes of Hadiya and Shruthi are being taken to 
absurd limits to set example in the society to dissuade others. Yoga Centre’s as decoy for breaking inter-
caste marriages is sad news. Here deceit is the tool to break the spirit of girls involved in the process. The 
torture of the spouse involved in these cases has not been much recorded. As such love knows no 
boundaries of caste, class, religion and nationality. One can say inter religious marriages can also be an 
index of communal harmony and transition to a society where Gender equality is respected and striven 
for! 
 
Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance 2020, passed by UP on 

27th November 2020, has set the ball rolling. On one hand many other BJP ruled states like MP and 

Haryana are activating their machinery to bring in similar law in their states and on the other at social 

level many interfaith couples are being subjected to harassment, some of the Muslim men in particular 

are being put behind the bars. This law has intentions which are out and out communal as already from 

1960s there have been anti-conversion laws. The new laws have goals which are sinister and have the 

potential of being misused to create social disharmony. 

While the ordinance does not use the word love jihad, the foot soldiers of the Hindu nationalist politics 

are out in the open with apprehending Muslim Man-Hindu girl couple and subjecting them to increasing 

degrees of torture. In Northern states the phenomenon of intimidation and violence against such couples, 

the Muslim men in particular is surging. Gradually more couples are being brought into the spiral of moral 

policing and intimidations. The worst part of the process is that those taking the laws into their hands 

https://thewire.in/12409/bjp-rss-leaders-caught-using-love-jihad-bogey-to-fuel-communal-polarisation/
https://www.facebook.com/himal.southasian/posts/10154823882237752
http://www.rediff.com/news/2007/nov/05spec.htm
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enjoy impunity and are becoming bolder in creating a divisive atmosphere in the society and pushing back 

the minority Muslim community into submission and marginalization. At the same time these are putting 

pressure on Hindu girls and restricting their mobility and freedom. 

This time two issues are being rolled into one. The fear of conversions away from Hinduism is being linked 

to Hindu girls having relationship with Muslim boys. At one level interfaith and inter caste relationships 

are natural in an open society, where people from different castes/religion interact at various levels. 

Dislike for interfaith marriages was put bluntly by the UP Chief minister Adityanath Yogi, who citing a 

recent ruling of the Allahabad High Court which said religious conversion for the sake of marriage is 

unacceptable, warned that those waging “love jihad” should mend their ways or be prepared for their last 

journey — “Ram naam satya hai ki yatra nikalne waali hai”. (The slogan recited in the funeral 

processions) The instructions have also been passed down that parents should keep a watch on their 

daughters. 

The new law brought in by the UP Government needs to be questioned in the courts as it is an outright 

attack on different clauses of the Constitution, which gives us the freedom to choose, practice and 

propagate our faith and other provisions giving us liberty to choose our life partner. This present law (UP 

and possibly in other states) aims to popularize that Hindu culture is under threat, Hindu girls are 

vulnerable and Hindu males have to act as their protectors. While the ordinance does not mention the 

word love jihad, the background and the statements of the top leaders of Hindu nationalism and the 

actions of vigilantes makes it clear that it is an outright attempt to target the inter faith marriages, 

especially when the groom is a Muslim. The accusation is that after such marriages the Hindu girl is unable 

to practice her religion in her marital home and is forced to convert. 

Such cases of interfaith marriages are few and far between in this large country of ours’. In more 

democratized countries interfaith marriages are on the rise, close to becoming social norm. Also Muslim 

girl and Hindu boy cases are fewer in number, and in the present scenario even the Hindu boy (Ankit 

Saxena) has to face the wrath of the parents of the girl. The Trinmul Congress MP Nusrat Jahan was also 

trolled for her choice to marry a Hindu. But overall the hue and cry, the target is the Muslim boy. 

 In Maharashtra, a group “Hindu Rakshak Samiti” has been claiming to save Hindu religion by breaking up 

the Hindu Muslim couples, if the girl happens to be a Hindu. A booklet in Marathi on Love Jihad shows a 

Muslim boy riding the Motor bike, with Hindu girl riding pillion. In case of a Muslim girl marrying a Hindu 

and converting is presented as Ghar Wapasi (return home) so is not attacked by Hindu vigilante groups. 

The police investigation mostly showed that there is no such phenomenon as Love Jihad. The 

organizational promotion of such marriages is a hoax but has become part of social understanding. 

Why are there such and opposition to inter faith marriage? Is it a plan by Muslims to lure Hindu girls, 

marry and convert them? This is a make believe propaganda. As such it is an attempt to paint the Muslim 

men doing it deliberately under a plan! What is missed out in the whole scheme of things is that here, in 

this assertive aggressive propaganda and violence the agency of Hindu girls/women is reduced to zero. 

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/other/yogi-warning-end-love-jihad-or-get-ready-for-ram-naam-satya-hai/ar-BB1azYu7
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Hindu girls are presented as being gullible and without any will or decision-making power of their own. 

While Muslim men are presented as a threat to Hinduism and the Hindu girls are presented as being 

without any mind of their own. The advice being given to parents to keep a watch on the movements of 

their daughters and their contacts is a mechanism to control the lives of girls. 

All sectarian nationalist ideologies are strongly patriarchal and so the woman has to be under the control 

of men as ‘their property’. Patriarchal values and nationalism under the wraps of religion go hand in hand. 

With Independence and implementation of Indian Constitution this journey takes a good leap and we can 

see the women as their own selves coming to all the spheres of Indian social, educational and political life 

of the country. This is a matter of discomfiture to those who pay lip service to values of equality and 

eulogize the ancient holy texts, which give subordinate place to women. 

Hope the judiciary is able to restrain the state governments in withdrawing these laws which are 

oppressive. The interfaith amity needs to be promoted at all the levels. 

   
b. Ghar Vapasi  

Propaganda around conversions has been one of the major political tools during last few decades. It was 

Niyogi Commission report which investigated the conversions in Adivasi areas in 1950s, then the 

Meenaxipuram conversions of Dalits into Islam, the and then the gruesome murder of Pastor Graham 

Stewart Stains on the charges that he was doing the conversion; are few amongst the big spectrum related 

to the phenomenon of conversions. As such the regular propaganda by communal forces that Muslim 

Kings converted people into Islam by sword has been made the part of ‘social common sense’ by now. On 

regular basis around Christmas time, one saw the anti Christian violence in Adivasi areas a decade ago, 

and in that context rather than focusing on the violence against religious minorities, the then Prime 

Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee called for a National debate on Conversions. (6) 

 

In the case of conversions to Hinduism in Agra (10 December 2014) nearly 350 pavement dwellers-rag 

pickers and other destitute sections were promised that if they participate in the religious function, they 

will be given the ration card and BPL cards. This was done by the Bajrang Dal activist and the Hindu 

Janjagriti Samiti both outfits affiliated to RSS. The only difference is that this process has been called as 

Ghar Vapasi and not conversion. (7) On one hand this is being projected as a great valorous achievement 

by the RSS leaders like Yogi Adiytnath, on the other it is being labeled as a master stroke by RSS by other 

RSS ideologues. According to one ideologue of RSS, they had been calling for a ban on conversions, which 

was being opposed by the secular elements and religious minorities. This conversion nay Ghar Vapasi will 

bring to fore the debate to bring in the strict law against any conversion. If, as reported, the conversion 

of 350 odd Muslims in Ved Nagar in Agra to Hinduism is the work of RSS, it is clear that the RSS has grown 

strategic, according to RSS ideologue. (8) 

 

As per this ideologue this move of RSS is a smart one too. It seems to have triggered a debate on 

conversions which it has been asking for decades but was evaded by its critics. While communal elements 
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are crying hoarse that Meenaxipuram has been the act of conversions through petro dollars and the 

Christian missionaries are doing conversion though foreign money, the truth of the matter is somewhat 

different. Meenaxipuram conversion was triggered by humiliation of the dalit youth by the upper caste. 

While the propaganda that Christian missionaries are doing forcible conversions is on the peak the fact is 

that no evidence of the application of force has been generally reported. It is also true that while some 

sects of Christian do claim that they are converting; the majority sects affirm that when the conversion is 

sought by someone in the society and only under that voluntary request the conversion if at all takes 

place. Interestingly as many people have started believing that the missionaries are converting the 

population of Christians has been shown a marginal decline during last few decades as per census figures 

(1971-2.60, 1982-2.44. 1991-2.34, 2001 -2.30 and 2.30 in 2011) (9) The Wadhwa Commission, which was 

appointed by the then home minister L.K. Advani in the after math of the burning of Pastor Stains points 

out that Pastor was not involved in the work of conversions and that in Keonjhar in Manoharpur of Orissa, 

the percentage of Christians has shown fair stability, or a statistical insignificant rise in the percentage of 

Christian population during the time Pastor Stains was working there. (10) 

 

How have conversions taken place in India? We can examine this in two stages. In medieval period as far 

as conversion to Islam is concerned it took place mainly due to the caste oppression. Surely a small section 

did convert to Islam due to anticipation for reward by Muslim kings, a smaller section due to fear and a 

substantial chunk due to the social interaction as seen in the Muslims of Malabar coast and the Muslims 

of Mewat. Major conversion to Islam during medieval time was due to the influence of Sufi saints, at 

whose Dargaha the untouchables could also visit. Since even today one fourth of the population holds to 

the norms of untouchablity, it is not surprising that some dominated castes do keep deciding to leave the 

fold of Hinduism, as was proclaimed by Dr. Ambedkar, who left Hinduism with proclamation that ‘I was 

born a Hindu; that was not in my hands, but I will not die a Hindu.” (11) 

The conversions to Christianity did not begin with the coming of British as propagated by some. 

Christianity is 19 centuries old, entering India with the coming of St Thomas in the first century. Some 

doubt this version and hold that Christianity came here in fifth century. The Christian missionaries have 

been working here in the neglected Adivasi areas providing the health and educational services, the 

appeal of which prompted many an Adivasis-Dalits to embrace this religion. It is only from last six decades 

that communal forces have been showing their discomfort of Missionaries working in the Adivasi-village 

areas violence has been more in those areas. Not to forget here is the point that many Christian 

institutions are located in cities, where all sections of society vie to send their children. One can also 

concede that a few of these missions may be aiming for conversions through their prayer and healing 

services. The question of allurement and fraud, if at all, may be a small component of the phenomenon 

of conversion to Christianity. Most of the attacks and accusations which took place against Christian 

missionaries were when they were holding prayer meetings. The money they receive comes through 

proper FCRA channel, and many a NGOs including the organizations like RSS also receive foreign funds to 

be sure. 

Now the assertion is that what RSS affiliates do is a Ghar vapasi! They claim so many things which are a 

pure political concoction. The voluntary conversions have very much been a part of caste ridden Indian 
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society. It is another matter that even the Christian and Muslim communities could not remain free from 

this caste virus, but the hope of the dominated castes to get social justice has played a major role in 

changing one’s faith. The RSS claim that the ancestors of all these converts are Hindus has no relevance 

in the debate. How is ancestry important in one’s faith and the citizenship today? Do we have to trace our 

ancestry to decide today’s faith? Where will this lead us? The theory of evolution apart the latest DNA 

studies show that human’s beginning is from South Africa. The coming of Aryans to India from Arctic zone 

(Lokmanya Tilak) to that Aryans were original inhabitants of India is a perpetual debate, with more heat 

than light in it.  

What was the religion of Nomads-Pagans? Some social scientists call it Indigenous culture, rather than 

religion for the phenomenon which was and is practiced by indigenous (Adivasi) people all over the World. 

Society is always changing. As caste system has been the central part of religion in India many of the 

dominated castes regularly kept leaving Hinduism to opt for other religions, Jainism, Buddhism, 

Christianity, Islam and Sikhism. People felt that they are not getting equality and so kept leaving the Hindu 

fold and embracing other religions. (12) After Lord Buddha’s teachings a large chunk of people became 

Buddhists in the sub continent. It is another matter that later in the Brahminical reaction, Buddhism was 

wiped out from here. Many felt that the missions are doing service to their community so they changed 

their faith.  

The problem, which RSS projects is due to its being hung up to the values and system of past; pastoral, 

agricultural-feudal societies. The changes in social system accompany the changes in systems of 

production and education in particular; are totally missing in its world view. India came into being through 

the freedom struggle led by Mahatma Gandhi, who could unite the people of all religions as he treated all 

religions on equal ground. For him, there is no distinction between foreign and Native religions.  

Unfortunately, Gandhi is quoted extensively by Right wing forces to oppose conversions; but his quotes 

which are taken support are fragments of what he said. His major quote on conversion is from collected 

works, Volume XLVI p. 27-28. In an interview dated 22nd March 1931, given to The Hindu, Gandhi 

apparently stated that “if in self governing India, missionaries kept ‘proselytizing’ by means of medical aid, 

education etc., I would certainly ask them to withdraw. Every nation’s religion is as good as any other. 

Certainly, India’s religions are adequate for her people. We need no converting spirituality.” This is the 

first part of the quote and the lines that follow give the totally opposite idea, the ideas, which Gandhi 

held. Gandhi goes on to write, “This is what the reporter has put in my mouth… All that I can say is that it 

is a travesty of what I have always said and held.” He goes on to explain, “I am, then, not against 

conversion. But I am against the modern methods of it. Conversions nowadays have become a matter of 

business, like any other… Every nation considers its own faith to be as good as that of any other. Certainly 

the great faiths held by the people of India are adequate for her people. India stands in no need of 

conversions from one faith to another.” And then he goes on to list the faiths of India, “Apart from 

Christianity and Judaism, Hinduism and its offshoots, Islam and Zoroastrianism are living faiths.” 

As Gandhi opposed the divisive agenda of communal forces, which were using identity of religions for 

political purpose, Gandhi in contrast was harping on ‘morality’ of religions to unite the people. So while 

he was leading the anti colonial struggle the communalists were spitting fire against the ‘other 
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community’ and ‘Shuddhi’ (Arya Samaj) and Tanjim (Tablighi Jammat) was part of their political agenda in 

the early part of twentieth century. The Hindu religion is not a prophet-based religion, so the concept of 

conversion is not there. In most prophet-based religions the call for spreading the divine word is there. So 

earlier Arya Samaj coined the word Shuddhi, which was for forcible conversion into Hinduism. RSS 

improvised on that and has coined the word Ghar Vapasi as a clever move to hide its ‘forcible conversion 

drive’. Its claim that it is undertaking Ghar vapasi to bring the religious minorities in the mainstream is 

again a hoax as minorities had been equal participants in the movement for India’s freedom, a struggle 

from which RSS remained aloof, barring one exception. (13) To claim that adivasis are Hindus, is again 

does not hold water as Adivasis are animists, believing in nature worship, and in the spirit of their 

ancestors and spirit of Nature. All over the World indigenous people hold similar belief and have similar 

practice. This is unlike Hinduism where Gita, Ram and Acharya are the core part of it belief today.  

The central point is that RSS does not recognize Indian nationalism and holds to Hindu nationalism so the 

whole maneuver for this ‘forcible conversion’ is being passed off as ‘Ghar Vapasi’ while dubbing other 

conversions as forcible. Rather than recognizing the qualitative change in the formation of India as the 

nation state, it is stuck to the pastoral-feudal-preindustrial society with the values of caste and gender 

hierarchy. The ‘Ghar vapsi’ is being planned at larger scales. And an intimidating and fraudulent 

atmosphere is being created to execute the forcible conversions. This is a frightening message to religious 

minorities. This is a clever manipulation of political power to violate the norms of Indian constitution. 

Then how do we distinguish between a forcible conversion and adoption of a new religion. In the present 

scheme of things if one leaves Hindu fold to embrace Buddhism-Jainism-Sikhism, it is OK, as they are 

‘Indian religions. For communalists problem seems to be only with Islam and Christianity! The basic 

shrewdness is to call religions as national or foreign. As such religions are basically universal not bound by 

national boundaries.  

Constituent Assembly had discussed this thread bare and so the right to practice and propagate one’s 

religion is very much there. In the debate the word used is ‘converting’ others. Where is the place for 

people volunteering and adopting another religion, like Ambedkar and so many others? In a way it is a 

way to undermine the conscience of people that somebody is converting them. Where is the place for 

choice of one’s religion in a democratic society believing in ‘freedom of religion and conscience’? 

As RSS planned for a bigger conversion nay Ghar vapasi in Aligarh this Christmas (2014) the attempt to 

polarize the society has been taken to a higher pitch. The heroes of RSS parivar like Yogi Adityanath are 

saying that those being subjected to ghar vapasi will be given the Gotra and caste from which they 

converted! So come what may the caste structure and rigidities remain and thrive. That’s what the agenda 

of nationalism in the name of Hinduism is! (14) 

Do we need laws to ban conversions? We have laws to punish those who indulge in force, fraud and 

allurement. What we need is to distinguish between voluntary conversion and forced one’s. Ghar Vapasi 

is a shrewd name for forcible conversions. So what we need is the political and moral will to promote 

freedom of religion and punish the guilty, using illegal means to achieve the change of faith. The so called 
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‘Freedom of Religion’ bills are there not to provide freedom of conscience but to curb the same by legal 

means. 

c. Bharat Mata Ki Jai 

The national scene has been dominated by the assertion ‘you must chant Barat Mata ki jai’ to prove your 
nationalism. This was preceded by the ‘Anti national’ abuse being hurled on all those showing dissent with 
the present regime. (15) These two major issues have been propped up with Modi coming to power at 
centere. These are trying to undermine the core issue of the state’s onslaught on University autonomy, 
from the issues where the state is trying to displace the democratic ethos and from failure to keep the 
pre-election promises. This is an attempt to prop up a new emotive issue to add to the array of emotive 
issues already manufactured by the communal forces. 
 
This was thrown up by RSS patriarch Mohan Bhagwat when he said early March 2016 that “Now the time 
has come when we have to tell the new generation to chant ‘*Bharat Mata Ki Jai’* (Hail Mother India). 
(16) Armed with this cue Asadduddin Owaisi the MP from Hyderabad and leader of the MIM, suo motto 
came forward with provocative denial to chant this slogan. He did say he has no problems with shouting 
Jai Hind. This was a statement parallel and opposite to the spirit of Bhagwat’s statement. 

Some Muslim sects have been feeling that Vande Mataram and by extension Bharat Mata ki Jai means 
bowing to Goddess mother, something which is opposed to their understanding of Islam. Accordingly, 
some of them refuse the use of both these slogans. In a way Bharat Mata ki Jai is an extension of the 
‘Vande Matram Kahna Hoga’ assertion from the aggressive sections, expressing the politics of right wing. 
One recalls in the aftermath of 92-93 post carnage in Mumbai those participating peace marches were 
intimidated to shout Vande Matram by Shiv Sena elements. Shiv Sena assertion was ‘Is Desh mein Rahna 
hai to Vande Matram Kahna Hoga’ (If you want to stay in this country, you will have to shout Vande 
Mataram). (17) 
 
Song Vande Matram has a complex history. It was written by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee and, later was 
made a part of his novel Anand Math. This novel has strong anti-Muslim rhetoric. This song was popular 
with a section of society, but Muslim League strongly objected to the song, as the song compares India 
with Goddess Durga. Islam being monotheistic religion does not recognize any other God-Goddess than 
Allah. (18) Many others belonging to monotheistic religions also had problem with this song. In 1937, the 
‘Song committee’ of the Indian National Congress with Nehru and Maulana Abul Kalam amongst others 
as members selected Jana Gana Mana as the national anthem and picked up first two stanzas of Vande 
Matram as national song, leaving out other stanzas, which had imagery of Hindu goddess. 
 
Similarly Bharat Mata ki Jai was one amongst many slogans to exhort the people during freedom 
movement. Other slogans were Jai Hind, Inquilab Jindabad and Allaho Akbar. The response of society has 
not been uniform to these slogans. While some Muslim groups will not chant Vande Mataram, the others 
will freely chant the same and one of the most beautiful tune on this has been composed by none other 
than A. R. Rahman, Ma Tujhe Salam. Same applies to Bharat Mata Ki Jai. Javed Akhtar chanted it time and 
over again in Rajya Sabha, while condemning the attitude of Owaisi. (19) Akhtar was quiet on whether 
some one should be forced to chant such slogans in the first place. The jugal bandi (duet) of RSS-BJP on 
the one side and MIM, Owaisi on the other is clear. Owaisi had no business to respond to Bhagwat’s 
comments, as they don’t hold any water in the eyes of the law of the land. He merely was playing the 
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game of inciting the mob to polarize the communities. This helps the agenda of RSS-MIM. Both are a 
perfect foil to each other. 

This game of advising-shouting of slogans has been preceded by the scene where anti National label has 
been hurled on JNU students, who had organized meeting to oppose death penalty to Afzal Guru. There 
are many dimensions of this issue and there are many elements in the student community who do stand 
for autonomy of Kashmir as was promised in article 370, the treaty of accession. The meeting at JNU had 
multiple slogan and the most horrendous slogans were shouted by the masked students. The CD which 
showed the students like Kanhaiya Kumar shouting Azadi slogans was a doctored one as the truth has 
come out by now. Here there are twin issues. (20) One, there is no investigation as to who doctored the 
video and two why the masked youth have not been apprehended? That apart; hurling anti National 
slogans on JNU students and labeling JNU as a den of anti national activities has been engineered by the 
state and by BJP combine. 

Interestingly when ‘anti national’ rhetoric is being used so liberally for those dissenting with the 
Government, the hypocrisy of the situation is very revealing. On one hand ‘pro Kashmir autonomy’ and 
those opposing death penalty are being dubbed anti national by BJP associates while at the same time 
BJP had a coalition government with PDP, Mahbooba Mufti’s party in Kashmir. PDP regards Afzal Guru as 
a hero and martyr. While the intensity of attack is directed at JNU, similar slogans have been part of daily 
life of sections of Kashmiri people from many decades. Lo and behold BJP also has an electoral alliance 
with Akali Dal which upholds Anand Pur Sahib Resolution calling for autonomous Sikh state of Khalisthan. 
Let’s recall the in North East the integration process to ‘Indian Nation’ has seen many bumps and 
separatism has been part of the process running along with integration process on the other. The whole 
sedition laws need to be examined and the anti national label being dished out is more to promote 
emotive issues. BJP’s hypocrisy on this issue stands exposed as on one side it raises temperature in Delhi 
and on the other it allies with political parties who challenge many of the things enshrined in our 
Constitution. 

The matters are clear. RSS-BJP’s central politics is to polarize the communities by raising emotive issues. 
Right since its inception RSS on one side kept itself aloof from the process of ‘Nation formation’ (India is 
a nation in the making). That was the time many social groups and formations were associating with 
freedom movement and in turn becoming part of Nation building. RSS talked exclusively of Hindu Society 
and propped up emotive issues of temple destruction, bravery of Hindu kings, greatness of Hindu system 
(which has caste and gender hierarchy built into it). It did not recognize tricolor as Indian flag and in due 
course propped up issues related to cow slaughter, beef eating, Indianization of Muslims, Ram Temple, 
Ghar Wapasi and love jihad. Now two more issues have been added to the list, anti nationalism, and 
Bharat mata ki Jai. 
 
It’s only by keeping up emotive issues alive that society can be polarized on one hand and the issues 
related to deeper societal concerns can be kept at bay. Such emotive issues are used to distract the social 
forces from the core issues of the downtrodden sections of the society. In contemporary times the types 
of concern raised by Rohith Vemula and Kanhaiya Kumar have drawn the focus to the real issues of dalits, 
farmers suicide, betrayal of promises by Modi Sarkar to name a few. With Bharat Mata Ki Jai the emotive 
pitch is on the peak along with attempts to erase Rohith Vemula from public memory. 
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(8) 
ASSAULT ON TRADITIONS OF TOLERANCE 

 

A. Intolerance  

Beginning with September 2015 we witnessed a flood of return of honors by writers, scientists and artists. 
There were also statements from academics, historians, artists and scientists showing concern about 
growing intolerance and erosion of our plural values. Those who returned the honors were amongst the 
outstanding contributors to literature, arts, film-making and science like writers Uday Prakash, Nayantara 

Sahgal, Satchitanand, 
Askok Vajpayee, Arundhati 
Roy, film personalities 
Anand Patwardhan and 
scientist P.M. Bhargave, 
among others. (1) They in a 
way had been pouring their 
heart out at what had been 
going on at social level. The 
growing intolerance had 
taken the lives of 
intellectuals like Dabholkar, 
Pansare and Kalburgi. 
There were incidents like 
the lynching of Akhlaq-
Juned, Pehlu Khan for 
alleged beef-eating and 

killing of a trucker carrying cattle which have shaken the conscience of society.  

Retired Admiral Ramdas wrote an open letter which in a way sums up the anguish of those who returned 
the awards: “Today, as a veteran in my eighties, I am forced to hang my head in shame as I witness a series 
of incidents and assaults on our fellow citizens, especially minorities and Dalits. So, why are we bearing 
witness to increasing attacks on minorities across the country ever since the present government came 
to power in May 2014? It appears that certain communities are being singled out for special attention. 
Today, a Muslim has to prove his or her loyalty, and they are being repeatedly put in a situation where 
their places of worship are under attack, as indeed their eating habits, and other basic freedoms. The 
instances of completely unilateral mob behavior leading to many deaths as well as direct insinuations 
being made by senior leaders are too numerous and well-known to be repeated. And the atrocities on 
Dalits continue with impunity. He did outline the threat of Hindutva politics very well (2). 

 At the same time the President of India, Pranab Mukherjee, disturbed by the happenings in society, time 
and again has been reminding the nation about our core civilisational values of pluralism. The Vice-
President, Hamid Ansari, stated that it was the duty of the state to protect the right to life of citizens. The 
international rating agency Moody Analytics pointed that unless Modi reined in his colleagues, India stood 
to lose her credibility. Disturbed by growing intolerance eminent citizens felt worried. We have the earlier 
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statement of Julio Rebeiro, “As a Christian I am a stranger in my country”. Naseeruddin Shah said that he 
is being made to realize his Muslim identity for the first time. (3) 

 The poet, film-maker Gulzar stated that the times had come when people asked about your religion 
before they asked your name. The renowned tabla maestro Zakir Hussain felt that there was drastic 
change in the social scenario. He recalled his father worshipping Ma Sarswati (Goddess) before his music 
sessions. Prominent entrepreneurs like Narayan Murthy and Kiran Majumdar Shaw showed concern over 
growing intolerance. Among those calling for preserving values of pluralism and worried about growing 
intolerance included people like Raghuram Rajan, the RBI governor. (4) 

Silence of the Prime Minister: The case of two film superstars expressing their anguish did finally prove 
that; intolerance had crossed all limits. When Shahrukh Khan said that there was intolerance in society, 
he was advised to go to Pakistan and BJP leaders Yogi Adityanath compared him to Hafiz Sayeed of 
Pakistan. When Aamir Khan said that his wife was feeling insecure about their son, the whole RSS cabal 
pounced on him and challenged his patriotism. (5) During all these episodes Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi maintained silence, giving the clear signal that he was in agreement with RSS-BJP leaders making 
these statements. These organizations and leaders making hate-ridden statements have sometimes been 
called fringe elements. However, they are part of the Sangh Parivar, and all the members of the RSS 
combine act in coordination with each other which means they represent the mainstream of Sangh 
Parivar, not the fringe.   

Arun Jaitley came out scathingly against these creative people and labeled their protest as “manufactured 
rebellion”. He alleged that those returning awards were leftists or recipients of privileges from the state 
under Congress rule. Now, with BJP in power, they are baffled. RSS and many of its affiliates criticized 
these people saying they were over-reacting to a few stray incidents. A section of social media is mocking 
those who returned the awards. 

It has been alleged that these people tried to derail the “development story” being written by the BJP 
under the leadership of Narendra Modi. Jaitley even went on to say that Narendra Modi is the victim of 
intolerance of people returning their awards. (6) Rajnath Singh asserted that it is a mere ‘law and order 
problem’, for which state governments are responsible while these people are targeting Modi 
government.           

What happened? As such what happened is neither a law and order problem nor is it related to loss of 
patronage as it is part of a much broader phenomenon of intense communalization of society. Most of 
those who returned the honors are generally critical of Congress. They have returned the awards or issued 
statements to express their pain at the erosion of values of amity and diversity. The allegation that these 
people did not return their awards at the time of Emergency, anti-Sikh violence, migration of Kashmiri 
Pundits, and Mumbai blasts of 1993 overlooks the point that awards have not been returned to protest 
against a particular incident, but against the overall build-up towards jingoism. Intolerance has seen a 
qualitative worsening. 

Events of Past: The incidents mentioned by Jaitley and company have been a tragic part of recent Indian 
history. Many writers did protest against most of these incidents earlier also. Nayantara Sahgal, for 
instance, had returned her award at the time of Emergency and had been part of the PUCL, which had 
brought out report on anti-Sikh massacre. Writer Arundhati Roy refused even to accept the Sahitya 
Akademi award in 2005 under Congress rule. 
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 The violence of present times cannot be compared with the tragic incidents of the past for various 
reasons. Take the case of Emergency, for example. It was a dark chapter of Indian history. Still it was 
authoritarianism imposed from the top, the declaration duly signed by the President of India. What is 
most disturbing in the current times is the vast network of organizations related to the BJP, whose 
followers create hatred in society and mobilize cadres through hate speech, the result of which is violence. 
Currently, there is an attack on the values of tolerance and liberal space from the top as well as from 
bottom. On the top, the ruling dispensation has people like Yogi Adiyanath, Sakshi Maharaj, Giriraj Singh, 
Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti and Kailash Vijayvargiya, who keep spreading sectarian messages, which leads to 
incidents like Dadri’s. 

 Control on Institutions: Yet another issue is institutional control by communal ideology. Our major 
institutions are being mauled by divisive ideology. Our frontline areas of science and technology are being 
tampered with day in and day out. The hate ideology has been focused on ghar wapasi, love jihad and 
beef. This is creating intense social insecurity amongst religious minorities.  

Essentially, the hysteria which leads to communal violence has its roots in the prejudice against religious 
minorities. And that’s what flows from the ideology of Hindu nationalism, or any other sectarian 
nationalism, in the name of any religion or race. In current times in India, the fountainhead of Hindu 
nationalism is RSS. Not to say that Muslim sectarianism has its own divisive and supplementary negative 
influence. This ideology promotes the “hate other” sentiment and leads to situations where cow 
slaughter, beef-eating and ghar wapasi or love jihad become the battle ground. The communalists are 
talking in the dangerous language of “we will kill and get killed while defending our holy mother the cow”, 
as one BJP leader said. 

Comparisons: To compare the current wave of intolerance with the situation in other countries or the 
past kingdoms is wrong. India today should not be compared with the times and policies of earlier rulers 
or contemporary states where democracy has not been nurtured as we have experienced in India since 
independence.  How can we compare the state of our affairs with a country like Saudi Arabia or Pakistan? 
These are countries where democratic process is either absent or weak. How can we compare it to the 
Portuguese in Goa, or some Muslim emperor or colonial powers and kingdoms of the past? 

A few months after the returning of awards began; they did have impact on social conscience. Sangh 
enthusiasts said the award returning was motivated by political goals as it came to a stop after the results 
of Bihar elections were out. Firstly, it was factually wrong. Poet Jayant Mahapatra returned his Padm Shri 
after the results of Bihar elections came out. Still there is a point here that as the Bihar elections ended in 
defeat of the communal party, agitated citizens heaved sigh of relief, and thus the award returning began 
to taper off. At least temporarily, the venom-spewing Hindutva leaders seemed to have partly shut their 
mouths. The international impact of the move was strong as hard-hitting articles appeared in the major 
Western newspapers. That might have forced the government to call for a truce to save its face. 

One must complement those who returned their awards as it snowballed into movement against fascist 
intimidations. The stereotyping of minorities which began with Hindu nationalism has assumed 
horrendous proportions by now. Intolerance has been there earlier also, but it had begun changing 
qualitatively for the worse.  
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B. Cow-Beef, Religious Minorities-Dalits and Political Games  

Too many incidents of atrocities against Dalits-Muslims have been making headlines during last few years. 

Some of these like the one of Una (Gujarat, July 2016) have shaken the conscience of sensitive citizens of 

the country. This one came on the back of the lynching of Mohammad Akhlaq (Dadri, UP June 2015) on 

the ground of killing a calf and eating beef. Many a transporters have been killed; one truck carrying cows 

from Tamil Nadu was burnt alive.  

i. Una Incident 

A brief recap of Una incident is in order. On 11th July (2016) in a village of Una taluka in Gujarat the cow 

vigilantes beat up the 

members of Dalit family who 

were skinning the dead cow. 

The cow had been killed by a 

lion. The cow vigilantes 

dragged four Dalits, tied them 

to a SUV, dragged them to Una 

town and in front of a police 

station stripped them above 

the vest and mercilessly beat 

them. (7)  

To add salt to the injury they 

videotaped the whole incident 

and circulated it. This enraged 

the Dalit community who 

started the spontaneous 

protest and refused to bury 

the dead cows. They took the carcass of dead animals and put them in front of Collector’s offices. Nearly 

thirty youth tried to commit suicide. There was a massive mobilization of the Dalits all over the state 

where they resolved that they will not handle the dead animals from now on with the rider that those 

who regard Cow as their mother should do the last rites of their mother. This is coming up as one of the 

major social protest movements. While some BJP leaders criticized it, some justified and Modi kept silent 

on it for three long weeks letting the polarization deepen. One BJP MP Hukum Singh said that that those 

criticizing BJP do not understand the pain of those for whom cow is like mother. While today Narendra 

Modi seems to be giving a message that 80% so called Gau Rakshaks are anti social elements, same Modi 

had used this issue as a polarizing factor in 2014 elections. 

One just has to recall his speech in the wake of 2014 elections and one may become clear about the reason 

for his silence. Mr. Modi had stated “Rana Pratap dedicated his life to gau raksha (cow protection). He 

fought wars and sacrificed young men to protect the cow…” He derogatorily referred to export of beef as 

Pink revolution and criticized the same. He also accused that if Congress comes to power and for the sake 
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of beef export cows will be slaughtered. (8) In the present hysterical atmosphere which is gradually 

intensifying around “Mother Cow‟, one has to remember an incident just over a decade ago (2002) in 

Dulina village of Jhajjar in Haryana. A mob of over a thousand people lynched five Dalits who were skinning 

a dead cow to sell the hide. In the context of Dulina lynching of five Dalits; VHP’s Acharya Giriraj Kishore 

in a press conference stated that "the life of a cow is more precious than that of a human being." The 

recent incidents are just the tip hiding the intense atmosphere of Hate being created around this issue. A 

few months ago in Malegaon Mahahrashtra police arrested three Muslims on the charge of storing beef. 

A little later after Dadri incident came the news of burning of a truck in Aurangabad alleged to be carrying 

beef. Such incidents are dime a dozen in recent times.  

ii. Cow Vigilantes 

What has happened lately is that such cow related violence has intensified as Cow vigilantes know that 

the Central Government and many BJP ruled state Governments are sympathetic to them. At the same 

time two other incidents have come to light. One is that in the BJP ruled Rajasthan for the first time a 

„cow ministry‟ with a minister in-charge has been created. In the same state in one of the Gaushalas (Cow 

protection shed) in Hingonia; hundreds of cows died due to the neglect of the state machinery. Since the 

time BJP has come to power the export of beef has gone up and India has become one of the major 

exporters of beef in the World. At the same time what has been reported is that since the BJP came to 

power the budget of grant meant for upkeep of cow shelters has been drastically reduced by the BJP led 

NDA. (9) In many BJP ruled states, Government is allotting budget for Cow sheds on one hand number of 

cows dying due to disease and starvation is going up on the other. This is quiet a complex scenario. This is 

forcing us to think as to what is precisely going on? It is true that there are some Constitutional provisions 

for preservation of Cow progeny. “After much debate and deliberation in the Constituent Assembly and a 

demand from a few members of the assembly, to include a total ban on the slaughter of cows as part of 

fundamental rights in the Indian Constitution, a compromise was reached and the protection of the 

revered bovine found place in the Directive Principles of state policy, which incorporates this Hindu 

sentiment in a somewhat guarded and hesitant form.” (10) 

It is to be recalled that this was couched in the secular language, “Organization of agriculture and animal 

husbandry: The State shall Endeavour to organize agriculture and animal husbandry on modern and 

scientific lines and shall, in particular, take steps for preserving and improving the breeds, and prohibiting 

the slaughter, of cows and calves and other milch and draught cattle‟. As such twenty four states in India 

are already having some sort of a law either prohibiting or limiting the slaughter of cows and other cattle, 

it is the more recent draconian acts passed by states like Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and more recently 

Maharashtra in 2015, criminalizing cow slaughter as a non-bailable offence, that need to be revisited and 

studied in terms of their constitutionality and of their being violative of the fundamental rights of certain 

groups of people in the country and being against the very secular spirit of the Indian Constitution. (11) 

We do realize that this is one among the many Constitutional provision like reduction of the income 

disparities, protection of environment among others. The one related to cow protection is being cited 

more often and more aggressively by communal organizations. They are impervious to the context of the 

needs of agrarian economy and food habits of the religious minorities, Dalits and Adivasis. One recalls that 

Rohith Vemula who was forced to commit suicide had participated in the beef festival in solidarity with 
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those consuming beef or dealing with Cow as a part of economic activity. (12) It is clear that on one hand 

the budget for cow shelters has been cut down, on the other the Cow shelters have been neglected 

despite creating Cow ministries and yet at another level the violence has been instigated against Muslims 

and Dalits in the name of cow. „Cow as mother‟ is has now become the major tool in the hands of 

communal forces. 

iii. Cow as Mother  

As such “Cow as mother‟ was the ploy used by Hindu communalism all through from late nineteenth 

century. At that time, there was a matching slogan of “pig as an object of hate‟ from Muslim communalism 

on the battleground. As classic serial Tamas (Bhism Sanhi) showed the use of pig to be thrown in a mosque 

to instigate the riots; was running parallel to beef in the temple, such incidents leading to communal 

violence and boosting communal politics in turn. After independence the “pig in the mosque‟ is heard of 

less often. Occasionally one did hear of beef in the temple being put in by Bajrang Dal elements. (13) But 

not too many casualties were heard on this ground. On subconscious level the issue of beef has been kept 

very much alive and now it has been made more important one as far as communal polarization is 

concerned. This is keeping in mind the electoral arithmetic. It has added to the worsening scenario as far 

as communal harmony is concerned. Talking at economic level cow has been an important part of the 

agricultural economy. The old bullocks and cows being used for food by large sections of society has been 

the norm. Apart from Adivasis, sections of Dalits, Muslims, Christians and even upper caste Hindus 

consumed beef, as a cheap and rich source of protein. Being a large country with big cattle strength, India 

is also one of the major exporters of beef. Historically; it is interesting to note that beef was part of food 

habits from Vedic times. Cow got transformed in to mother hood and a major tool of identity politics later. 

Bhimrao Ambedkar in his celebrated essay “Did Hindus never eat beef?” demonstrates this very well.  

At popular level Swami Vivekananda confirms the findings of historians like Prof D.N.Jha, who traces the 

history of beef consumption in Vedic times. Swamiji points out, “You will be astonished if I tell you that, 

according to old ceremonials, he is not a good Hindu who does not eat beef. On certain occasions he must 

sacrifice a bull and eat it.” (14) This is corroborated by other research works sponsored by the 

Ramakrishna Mission established by Swami Vivekananda himself. One of these reads: “The Vedic Aryans, 

including the Brahmans, ate fish, meat and even beef. A distinguished guest was honored with beef served 

at a meal. Although the Vedic Aryans ate beef, milch cows were not killed. One of the words that 

designated cow was aghnya (what shall not be killed). But a guest was a goghna (one for whom a cow is 

killed). It is only bulls, barren cows and calves that were killed.” (15) It is not that society cannot resolve 

the issue of contrasting food habits and faith in an amicable way.  

iv. Gandhi and Holy Cow 

Gandhi shows the way and one wishes that Gandhi‟ way of resolving diverse things are understood at 

deep level. On the issue of beef eating he said, “As a Hindu, a confirmed vegetarian, and a worshiper of 

the cow whom I regard with the same veneration as I regard my mother (alas, no more on this earth!) I 

maintain that Muslims should have full freedom to slaughter cows, if they wish, subject of course to 

hygienic restrictions and in a manner not to wound the susceptibilities of their Hindu neighbors. Fullest 
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recognition of freedom to the Muslims to slaughter cows is indispensable of communal harmony, and is 

the only way of saving cow. (16) "Fullest recognition of freedom to the Muslims to slaughter cows is 

indispensable of communal harmony, and is the only way of saving cow."  (17)  

By now the Muslim as the ‘Cow killer’ has been propagated so much by communal forces that yeoman 

efforts by those; wanting peace, tolerance and pluralism; are needed to overcome the hate built around 

this propaganda. The propaganda is highly inflammable and those indulging in divisive politics can easily 

bring in their agenda at community level, with dangerous consequences. The incident of beef lynching-

atrocity in the name of cow; reflects the prevalent hatred which is there in the society and which can be 

and is being used for electoral purpose. Also the worsening of communal scenario after the new 

government has come to power is a warning bell for Indian Constitution's values of Fraternity in particular. 

One notes the immense rise in incidents of communal violence and intimidation of religious minorities as 

the communal organizations have become more bold and aggressive, feel that they have immunity in the 

new dispensation. We need to restore the feeling of security, trust and tolerance in our society.  

c. Communalism and Hate Crimes 

Communal Violence has been a bane of Indian society since over a century. The base of this violence has 

been the negative perceptions about the ‘other community’. This in turn takes incidents from the lives of 

Muslim kings, food habits, issues related to personal laws, issues related to social life, distorts them to 

demonize the ‘other’. From last two decades the ‘politics of oil’ as manifested in the global terrorism has 

also added on to the demonization of Muslims in India. The list of such ‘hate other’ perceptions is endless 

and every other day someone comes up with yet another phrase or slogan, which acts to divide the 

society. These issues instigate the emotions of the community and lead to the Hate followed by anger. 

The list of such perceptions-stereotypes is a long one and keeps swelling over time. (18) The latest in the 

list in India have been related to Holy Cow- beef eating, love jihad, conversions etc. Pakistan as an enemy 

country has always been used to target Indian Muslims. In the recent elections in Gujarat, while Vikas 

(development) was dormant on the margins, the Pakistan, a ‘Muslim likely to become Chief Minister’ 

dominated the scene. (19) While communal violence so far has led to the loss and property and lives in 

groups, now it is becoming more focused around individuals and ‘hate crimes’ against individuals are going 

up in large numbers.  

i. Killing of Afrazul 

On December 6, 2017; one gruesome murder of a poor Muslim laborer shook many. The brutal killing was 

that of Ifrazul Khan, a poor worker from West Bengal. His killer Shambhulal Regar not only hacked him to 

death, burnt him, got the whole incident videotaped and uploaded it, he also got a support from Hindu 

Sanatan Sanstha led by one Updesh Rana. (20) This incident is more horrible than even the killing of Pastor 

Graham Steward Stains by a RSS affiliate Bajrang Dal’s Dara Singh, in Orissa and will stand as a blot on the 

conscience of the nation. 

PUCL report on the incident says that Shambhulal was “a clone of the RSS hate factory and indulged in the 

gruesome hate crime.” (21) Frightened by the crime many Bengali immigrants have left for their state. At 

the time of killing of Pastor Stains the then President of India K.R. Naryanan said that the 
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“The killings belong to the world's inventory of black deeds". (22) Dara Singh aka Rajendra Pal; was active 

in Hindu right wing groups and was eulogized and hailed by a section of Hindu communalists. 

 Shambhu has been a marble trader, fairly successful as per accounts and was spending lot of time on 

‘whatsapp’ and became active on social media. As per what he said in the video, he was full of hate for 

Muslims as he perceived that love jihad by Muslim men is luring Hindu women, which he felt is the danger 

to Hindu community. He shouted the terms Babri Masjid, Padmavati, love jihad on the video and called 

for revenge against ‘these people’. 

Some ideologues are trying to compare this act with the murder of a Hindu boy in Karnataka, who was 

castrated also. It is true that society is witnessing different hate crimes. While some non-Muslims also 

suffer, the major victims of these are religious minorities and dalits. Still the major brunt from last some 

time is being borne by the Muslim community.  

 

 

ii. Lynching of Junaid 

The lynching of Junaid (June 2017) in the outskirts of Delhi, in a train, did come as a saturation point of 

Cow-beef related violence. To express their anguish people came to streets in great number in a largely 

spontaneous protest, ‘Not in My name’. (23) While many critics undermined this expression of pain and 

anguish of the sections of society, it did catch the attention of the national and international media. The 

result was that our Prime Minister who has been keeping maun (silence) on the issue came forward to say 

that ‘violence in the name of Cow is not acceptable’; and that Mahatma Gandhi would not have approved 

it. (24) This bland statement was hardly of any effect as just few hours after this; two more Muslims were 

done to death in Jharkahnd. 

The earlier such statement from him was after the lynching of Mohammad Akhlaq. (October 2015) At that 

time also nearly two weeks after the lynching he opened his mouth on the issue. That statement was also 

bland and hardly had any effect on the Gautankwad (terrorism related to cow protection) as lynching’s 

continued. (25) So either Mr. Modi is ineffectual in controlling his cabal, the Hindu nationalists involved 

in such violence, or that they also know that Prime Minister is making such statements for saying’s sake, 

and that they can continue their business irrespective. 

Mr. Amit Shah, BJP President, defending the present regime said that the lynching’s taking place in earlier 

regime in 2011, 2012 and 2013 were more in number. This is a total lie. According to the data collected 

by IndiaSpend, based on the content analysis of media reporting, “Muslims were the target of 51% of 

violence centered on bovine issues over nearly eight years (2010 to 2017) and comprised 86% of 28 

Indians killed in 63 incidents. As many of 97 per cent of these attacks were reported after Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s government came to power in May 2014, and about half the cow-related violence — 32 

of 63 cases –were from states governed by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) when the attacks were 

http://www.huffingtonpost.in/2017/06/29/even-as-modi-condemns-violence-in-the-name-of-cow-protection-mu_a_23008312/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/prime-minister-modi-breaks-silence-on-dadri-lynching-episode/article7738896.ece
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reported, revealed our analysis of violence recorded until June 25, 2017.” (26) How easily Mr. Shah wants 

to distort the facts to defend present government! 

As such the overall dissatisfaction, deflected anger also leads to lynching, as seen in the tragic case of the 

lynching of Ayub Pundit in Kashmir. (27) The insanity which comes up in the mob is most condemnable. 

In case of lynchings in the name of cow, the factors involved are multiple. With the rise of Hindu nationalist 

politics many a dalits were earlier killed in Gohana for example when they were skinning the dead cow. 

Adding on to this agenda of polarizing society on the issue of cow, last few years as Modi Sarkar has come 

to power there are overt statements for Gau Raksha (Cow Protection). While the laws of cow slaughter 

ban had already been there, with BJP ascendance the laws have been given rigid twist and along with 

demonization of those eating beef. In Gujarat the first laboratory of Hindu rashtra, even the consumption 

of non vegetarian food has been looked down upon. Now all over the country ‘holiness of Mother Cow’ is 

being propagated and imposed on the society with state patronage. 

In the context of Akhlaq’s lynching Mr. Mahesh Sharma, union culture minister stated that the murder 

was an accident. He was also the one to go and put tricolor on the body of the accused of the murder, 

when the accused died in the prison due to some illness. (28) Another BJP leader Mr. Sangeet Som had 

threatened that if those who have been arrested for Akhlaq’s murder are punished, a befitting reply will 

be given.  

What are the major observations on these cases of lynching? Eating beef, slaughtering cow and 

transporting cow had been the major pretext for violence. The victims of this constructed anger are mostly 

Muslims, while dalits have also been flogged and tortured. Muslims are presented as beef eaters, cruel, 

not respecting Hindu sentiments about cow, apart from other biases which have been already spread 

against them. The social scene has been so constructed that due to these biases and regular instigations, 

the popular adage, ‘innocents until proved guilty’ has been made to stand on its head to mean ‘Guilty 

unless proved innocents’ for Muslims. The ‘silent social sanction’ for killings and upholding the act is 

couched as ‘defense of Hindu religion’ and now Hindu symbol of cow rules the roost. The benign animal 

is the pretext for ghastly violence. To jack up their agenda there are false claims by BJP spokesperson that 

Gandhi wanted a ban of cow slaughter ban. He opposed the idea on the ground that there are many who 

consume beef, and that country belongs to all. (29) 

Lynching’s are not just law and order problem. These are part of, or rather byproduct of Hindu nationalist 

propaganda against Muslims. The propaganda pertains to the Holiness of Cow and Muslims violating that. 

It is not a coincidence that such brutal acts have become part of social phenomenon, after Modi came to 

power. Gradually the intensity has been stepped up. Beginning from Modi’s own statements about Pink 

revolution, of greatness of Rana Pratap as he gave his life for protection of cows, to demonization of 

Muslims in the name of cow makes clear as to what is the underlying social psychology, which leads to 

these acts. The claims of ‘good governance’ bite the dust in the light of these atrocities. (30) 

 

http://www.indiaspend.com/cover-story/86-dead-in-cow-related-violence-since-2010-are-muslim-97-attacks-after-2014-2014
http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/mahatma-gandhis-advice-against-beef-ban-in-india-makes-as-much-sense-today-as-it-did-back-then-245875.html
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III 

iii. Dabholkar, Kalburgi, Pansare, Gauri Lankesh 

When Dr. Dabholkar, Com Pansare Prof Kalburgi and Gauri Lankesh were killed over a period of months, 

the danger signals started being perceived but still it took the beef lynching of Mohammad Akhlaq to give 

a message that something has drastically changed in the society, and the spate of returning of Sahitya 

Academy, National and state, awards followed in quick succession. Their protest was against the rising 

intolerance in the society. The incidents that followed and ran parallel to these ‘award-returns’ were 

equally horrific. (31) The killing of a trucker on the assumption that he is carrying cows for slaughter; 

beating of a MLA in Kashmir Assembly by BJP legislatures and the scattered incidents of attacks on 

Muslims on the ground of beef consumption have been too striking. We are currently facing a situation 

where anybody can incite the violence by just uttering the word beef, while seeing mutton or some such 

thing. We are living in an atmosphere where cow cannot be shooed away even if she is blocking the traffic. 

The viciousness of atmosphere is not lost on the social perceptions. The insecurity of minorities has gone 

up by leaps and bounds. One knows that since the present NDA regime came to power all those ‘spewing 

hate’ are working overtime. For one Akbaruddudin Owaisi there is an army of Sakshi Mahraj, Sadhvis, 

Yogis and what have you. This army of mostly saffron robed or the one’s with the association with Hindu 

Nationalist politics has high position within their political combine, what is known as Sangh Parivar. During 

last few years, words like Haramjades (illegitimate) have been used with gay abandon. (32) On the mere 

suspicion a Pune techie Mohsin Shaikh was done to death. Serial attacks on Churches were passed off as 

thefts, the love jihad bogey was kept alive and the likes of Yogi Adityanath, the top BJP leader from UP, 

stated that for every one Hindu girl marrying a Muslim, Hindus should bring 100 Muslim girls. Muslim 

youth have been barred from participating in festivals like Navaratri. (33) Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, the BJP’s 

Muslim face advised those wanting to eat beef to go to Pakistan. The glorification of Mahatma’s killer 

Godse has been stepped up and temples are being planned in his memory, while a BJP MP from Kerala 

stated that Godse was right but he chose a wrong target. Atmosphere of communal violence has gone up 

in a big way during the preceding year. (34) 

Even after the awards started being returned the BJP leadership looked down upon the writers/scholars 

and overlooked the phenomenon which has lead to returning of awards. To mock these writers Buddhi 

Shuddhi puja path (purification of intellect ritual) has been organized and BJP spokespersons are 
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humiliating them in talk shows with all their ferocity. To cap it all the Haryana Chief Minister, an old RSS 

pracharak, said that Muslims can live here but only if they will give up beef eating. No doubt the BJP Chief 

Amit Shah has talked to some of these leaders behind the close doors, but that does seem to be a mock 

drill as the leaders concerned did say that they went to meet their chief for some other reasons and none 

of them gave any serious apology. 

 

iv. Perceptions about Religious minorites 

These are not ordinary times. The values of pluralism and tolerance have been pushed to the margins. 

With this Government in power all the wings of communal politics, the RSS affiliates, have unleashed 

themselves in full blast. Communalism is not just the number of deaths due to violence, it is much more. 

The foundation of this violence begins with the manufacture of perceptions about the religious minorities. 

These perceptions based on history and some selective aspects of present society are given a tilt and 

negative interpretation. This is used to create hatred for the minorities and that’s where the communal 

elements can unleash violence either as a massive violence like Gujarat or Mumbai or Bhagalpur or 

Muzzafarnagar or the one in Dadri. This creates the divides in society which over a period of time is 

converted into polarization. And polarization is the foundation of electoral strength of party wanting a 

nation in the name of religion. As per Yale study, the communal violence is the vehicle which strengthens 

BJP at electoral level. (35) 

The present combination of the Government guided by the ideology of Hindu nationalism and the ‘fringe 

elements’ having same ideology, has a vast network and with a wide reach. This party has the advantage 

that mostly it does not have to dirty its hands in the local agenda of sectarian nationalism, and so there 

are many elements which can do the local work for dividing the society. The so-called fringe elements 

now are occupying the center stage, and so the ‘qualitative change’ in the situation.  The flood of awards 

being returned was due to the situation created by deeper communalization of society. This is manifested 

in growing intolerance, attack on plurality and is leading to the insecurity of minorities, which has 

qualitatively transcended the earlier limits. The question is how to uphold the values of Indian 

Constitution in the current times? 

What has changed during last few years in the understanding of the likes of Shambhu and killers of Akhlaq, 

Pehlu, Juned or floggers of Una, is that they feel empowered due to the utterances from those in power. 

The subtle message percolated down is that it’s ‘their’ government and they can get away with the 

heinous crimes. When Central ministers come and put tricolor on the body of accused of the murder of 

Akhlaq, what message will go down? The honor conferred on the murder accused of Akhlaq is what 

promotes a Shambhu to come forward and engineer the crime of the nature unheard of in the near past. 

The undermining of these incidents by comparing then to some stray incident is deliberate. Those in 

power have been giving enough signals down below that the guilty can get away with the crimes. The 

Prime minister even if he does, just pays and ineffectual lip service.  
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(9) 

PLIGHT OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES 
 

 

I. Muslims 
 

 

a. Muslims in search for democratic space 

The Muslim community has the ongoing dilemma about their political allegiance and electoral choices. 

Many a prominent Muslim leaders occasionally fall for the party of Hindu Nationalism, BJP and its leader 

Narendra Modi. There is a long list of such worthies, Mukhtar Abbas naqvi, Zafar Sareshwala, M.J. Akbar 

being few prominent names among them. There are others from among the Muslims who when tempted 

to align with Hindu nationalism concoct the theory of the ‘change of heart’ of Narnedra Modi after the 

Gujarat carnage and some other try to create an illusion of the contradiction between Modi and other 

wings of RSS, like VHP etc. Some of them are well rewarded also Muslim businessman got the prestigious 

Chancellorship of Maulana Azad University, and another Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and M.J.Akbar have been 

rewarded with Ministwrship.  

A prominent Muslim, a retired police officer, S.M.Mushrif wrote in a article that there is a difference in 

the agenda of RSS and Modi. As per him RSS may be wanting for Hindu nation, but Modi is a development 

man so as per him 

Muslims should have a 

relook at Modi, should use 

the opportunity and get 

along with the present 

rulers. (1) There are 

shades and shades of 

these opinions on the 

relationship vis a vis Modi-

RSS. Student Islamic 

Organization, a wing of 

Jamat-e-Islami called for a 

Communal harmony 

seminar in BHU, where they invited the RSS top leader Indresh Kumar, whose name figured in many 

incidents related to the bomb blast cases like Malegaon, Makkah Masjid, Ajmer and Samjhauta express. 

Indresh Kumar is part of the Rashtriya Muslim Manch a wing of RSS. (2) 

There are some who use the space provided by the state to put forward the genuine demands of Muslim 

community the way Dr. Zafar Mahmood did. He raised some uncomfortable questions and was bypassed 

by the BJP leadership in due course. He was part of the Sachar Committee team and was invited in one 
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meeting by Narendra Modi. Through a power point presentation he outlined the major problems being 

faced by the Muslim community. His plea was neither taken up nor was he consulted again by the ruling 

dispensation. (3) 

While the seeds of communal discord are reaching villages (Atali) and community divides around religious 

lines are hitting the roof during last one year a small section of Muslim leadership for various reasons is 

trying to come up with fancy theories of Modi being development man, a secular person now! 

There are different reasons for some Muslim leaders cozying up with Modi-BJP. One recalls that while BJP 

is outright for Hidnu nationalism and aiming for Hindu rashtra, the other major party Congress despite its 

Secular foundations has not been able to live up to secular principles most of the times. It promised to 

uphold the values of Gandhi-Nehru but somewhere along the line opportunism in practice crept up. It 

became popular that BJP is openly what it is but Congress is more dangerous as it is doing communal 

things on the sly. This was a clever propaganda. It was propagated that more riots have taken place during 

Congress rule. One recalls that people like Arif Mohammad Khan who correctly crticised the Congress for 

its stand on Shah Bano issue became so critical of the Congress that they did not even mind joining BJP 

for various reasons. (4) This dilemma of BJP versus Congress always comes up at the time of elections and 

a section of Muslims tends to tilt towards BJP for the obvious lapses of Congress. 

Now the situation has worsened with the Modi rule. So how does one place the problem of religious 

minorities and RSS-modi relationship? Can RSS wings be trusted for interests of religious minorities in 

India? The straight answer to this is that there is a ‘complimentary division of labor’ among Modi-BJP and 

different wings of RSS. Some of these leaders go to the the ridiculous extent of saying that now Modi is 

struggling to push the secular agenda against the wishes of RSS boss Mohan Bhagwat’s communal agenda.  

Those who have observed and studied RSS and its functioning will know that RSS is a supra political 

organization, which has floated multiple organizations to coordinate its agenda of Hindu nationalism as 

opposed to Indian Nationalism. These organizations work in different arena of social-political life. (5) Many 

times it seems that these organizations are fighting against each other but as the matters stand, it is mostly 

a shadow boxing and from behind the screen RSS coordinates these diverse voices and knits them into a 

part of a single strategy. There are times when Dr. Togadia’s language and Modi or Jaitley’s language and 

tenor may sound conflicting but they neatly supplement their roles, in the deeper sense. 

b. Illusions of Dialogue 

The anti minority policies of this government are not hidden. To create a palatable impression of the 

Government in June 2015 Mr. Modi met nearly 30 representatives from different Muslim groups for a 

dialogue. (6) While the details are not available, Modi seems to have promised the leaders that he is 

available for them and they can even knock at his door even at midnight. Many a leaders who met him 

seem to be close to RSS floated Muslim Rashtriya Manch. Though well advertised, this was by no means 

the first meeting, which Modi is having with the leaders of minority community. The point is whether this 

is just a face saving device or a genuine attempt to address the problems that this community is facing. 

Can Modi be taken at his face value? Is he genuinely concerned about the largest minority in the country; 

does he now want to uphold the plural tradition of our society? Again there are many ideologues from 
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within Muslim community who want to overcome the previous experience and make a ground for new 

dialogue. Will this work? 

On the eve of elections of 2014, Modi stated that he is born a Hindu and he is a nationalist, so he is a 

Hindu nationalist. (7) Times and over again he has been in confabulation with the RSS Supremo. By and 

large it is the RSS, which is the final arbiter of BJP policies, some minor differences notwithstanding. As 

Gujarat Chief minister Modi made his politics abundantly clear. Under his chief minister ship Gujarat came 

to be known as the ‘Laboratory of Hindu Rashtra’. In the context of the Gujarat carnage, the ‘Action-

Reaction’ theory was floated by him, leading to disastrous consequences. In the aftermath of violence the 

refugee camps were wound up soon enough when he labeled them as ‘Child Production Factories’. (8) 

In due course as the communal polarization gripped the Gujarat society, he managed to win three State 

Assembly elections in a row. During this period the attempts at the process of reconciliation with the 

violence victims were missing, the ghettoization of minorities intensified with Muslim majority Juhapura 

becoming the major symbol of the outcome of divisive politics. Those who had participated in the carnage 

were given importance like Mayaben Kodnani, who was appointed as a minister. The fake encounters 

were aplenty and those staging them were close to the levers of power. The extreme form of Hindutva 

came to be known as Moditva as he gave a strong message about his political agenda. 

Later his words-language started changing, and started assuming overtly acceptable forms. During the 

election campaign (2014) at one level he kept talking the language of development, at another he cleverly 

gave the communal messages. He did criticize the export of beef-meat labeling it Pink revolution, subtly 

hinting the link of meat-beef to Muslim minorities. Modi spoke regularly against Bangla speaking Muslims 

by saying that the Assam Government is doing away with Rhinos for accommodating the Bangla 

infiltrators. He further added that they should be ready to pack their bags on 16th May when he will take 

over as the Prime Minister of the country. (9) The communal message was loud and clear. BJP spokesmen 

have times and over stated that Bangla speaking Hindus are refugees while the Muslims are infiltrators. 

The 2014 election campaign was conducted under his leadership. One witnessed his party men like Amit 

Shah talked of revenge of Muzzafarnagar and Giriraj Singh warned that those opposing Modi should go to 

Pakistan. (10) 

During last elections (2014) RSS grabbed the opportunity by both hands and put in all its efforts to see 

that its Pracharak Modi wins the elections. Having come to power there were many overt and covert 

signals about his commitment to divisive nationalism. The wings of RSS, who are a part of the ‘division of 

labor’ for the political goals of RSS, Hindu nation, started becoming bolder and have intensified their 

activities. The number of acts of violence, attacks on Churches and mosques has gone up. The feeling has 

come to the activists of right wing that it is their government so they can go on merrily as there is no one 

who can dare take them on. (11) The repeated attacks on Churches for first six months were taking place 

right under Modi’s nose, when he maintained a deliberate silence. That silence was broken only when US 

President Barrack Husain Obama reminded him about freedom of religion, tolerance amongst other 

factors forcing him to speak against these blatant communal acts. (12) 
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What are the needs of Muslim community, what they should be telling the Prime Minister? They are in 

urgent need for policies, which can lead to security of the community. The violence during last three 

decades had a very detrimental impact on the community psyche. On the top of this the foundation of 

the violence, the ‘hate other’ sentiments and ‘social common sense’ constructed around divisive ideology 

and targeting minorities is being promoted to the sky. On the top of the whole thing, the same community 

is being alleged as the cause of violence! The popular perceptions against minorities are very adverse and 

through a multipronged strategy, with social media thrown in for more dangerous effect. Violence in 

society cannot be done away without dealing with these adverse perceptions. So there is a structural 

Hindutvization of the system, where the Savarkar-Golwalkar ideology will rule the roost at the cost of 

pluralism which has been the foundation of Indian freedom movement. The second issue relates to 

economic marginalization of Muslims. The divisive processes have led to situations where a Muslim young 

man, Zeeshan Ali Khan can be openly denied a job on the ground of his religion, and a Muslim girl, Misbah 

Qadri, can be asked to vacate accommodation because she belongs to a particular faith. (13) Sabka Saath 

Sabka Vikas (taking along everyone: every one’s development) is a good slogan on paper, but as Amit 

Shah, Modi’s trusted lieutenant said in some other context, it is a mere Jumla (catch phrase), mere slogan. 

In a diverse society the affirmative schemes for disadvantaged sections of society should be an obligation 

of the state and society. Modi, as Chief Minister of Gujarat used to return back the money meant for the 

scholarship of Muslim students. While Sachar Committee recommendations were not implemented 

properly even earlier, now they are forgotten, in the make believe of ‘Development for all’. (14) 

There is a section of Muslims who are arguing that there is a ‘change of heart’ in Modi, and now he is 

trying to suppress the communal elements in his party and is bypassing RSS. This is a deliberate illusion 

being created by some prominent names like Zafar Sareshwala and S.M.Mushrif among others. Day in and 

day out one of the leaders from RSS stable in a planned manner will either ask for construction of Ram 

temple or other things derogatory to religious minorities. Same time Ghar Wapasi and Love Jihad 

campaign are kept simmering. Those chanting the ‘change of heart’ tune is ignorant of the ideological 

depths of the RSS trained swayamsevaks and Pracharaks. Even a person like Atal Bihari Vajpayee after 

becoming the Prime Minster asserted that he is first the RSS swaymasevak and then the Prime Minister. 

(15)  

The notable names and some pro-RSS Muslim leaders may like to sup with Modi, who promises that he is 

available for them even at midnight. These worthies forgot the plight of Ahsan Jafri who kept knocking at 

Modi’s door during the day, to meet the deaf silence and was murdered brutally in the killings unleashed 

in Gujarat Carnage. This was just a few kilometers away from where Modi was, and it was not even mid 

night! 

Muslim community like many other disadvantaged sections of society does need to wake up, introspect 

and commit itself to the values and path of campaigns for pluralism, democracy and affirmative action for 

weaker sections of society. There is need to make a charter of the needs of the community and a need to 

chalk a path of democratic agitations and movements to ensure that the citizenship rights of the 

community are upheld and protected. The violation of the rights has to be strongly protested against. 

There is a need to emulate the likes of Ambedkar who strove in a principled fashion to uplift the dalits 

while walking the path of democratic values. The community has to follow the path of Gandhi-Maulana 
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Azad, who respected the diversity from the bottom of their heart and not just pay lip service. They don’t 

have to fall in the trap of illsions being created to lure them. Deeds and ideology need to be probably 

examined rather than submitting to attractive but hollow words. 

c. Muslim Population Growth: The Truth 

While the rate of growth of the Muslim population is higher than that of Hindus, a simple analysis would 

show that it is similar to that of many Hindu and Adivasi communities. It is easy to forget that India 

encouraged a two-child norm a few decades ago, not to control the population of specific groups or 

communities but reduce the size of Indian families across the population. It is because social and economic 

strata, and not religion, which determines the family size across communities. 

The Muslim population in 1951 was 9.8% and 14.2% in 2011 as per the Census. The percentage of Adivasis 

was 5.6% in 1951 and became 8.6% in 2011. These communities share in common a higher prevalence 

and extent of poverty and illiteracy. It is the changes in the relative social, educational and economic 

status of individuals and groups that affect the growth rate of the population. (20) 

The share in the population of Muslims in India went from 13.4% in 2001 to 14.2% as per Census 2011. 

The decadal growth rate of the Muslim population was at a 20-year low in 2011. It fell to 24.6% from 

32.8% in 1991, a decline parallel to that of Hindus, who went from 22.7% in 1991 to 16.7% in 2011. (21) 

As a long-term trend, the growth rates of all Indian communities are converging. It means that the decadal 

rates of growth of the community-wise population are declining and approaching each other. (22) 

The argument that Muslims have more children—or larger families—due to polygamy forgets that the 

number of children depends on the total number of women of child-bearing age. Since this argument does 

not take sex ratio into account, it is simply propaganda and creates misconceptions. Further, the incidence 

of polygamy is quite similar among Hindus and Muslims in India. 

The Committee on the Status of Women in India found in 1974 that “polygamy was not exclusive to 

Muslims but was prevalent among all communities of India”. It recorded the prevalence of polygamy 

among tribals at 15.2%, Buddhists (9.7%), Jains (6.7%) and Hindus (5.8%). Muslims were the least 

polygamous, at 5.7%. Polygamy prevailed despite the low sex ratio (average 943, and among Muslims, at 

951).(23)  Nevertheless, the low sex ratio for India would severely limit the possibility of polygamy. 

Factually speaking, the fertility rate (number of children per woman) gives us the best picture to 

understand demographic changes. The latest figures on children per mother by religious groups are more 

than a decade old, sourced from the National Family Health Survey, 2005-06 (NFHS-3). As per this data, 

the Hindu and Muslim fertility rates are falling at an equal pace. In 2004-05, the average fertility of Indian 

women was three. Amongst Hindu women, it was 2.8, while among Muslim women, it was 3.4. 

In 2014, the National Family Health Survey found that the national fertility rate has fallen to 2.2, not far 

from the replacement fertility rate of 2.1 per cent. Among Hindu women, it was 2.13 (a decline of 0.7%), 
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and among Muslims, it was 2.62, a 0.78% decline) Therefore, the fertility rate of Muslims showed a 

sharper decline than Hindus. The fertility rate of Muslim women in Kerala is 2.3, in Karnataka 2.2 and 

Andhra 1.8. (24) 

Educational standards, particularly of women, are the most important contributing factor to smaller 

families. In these southern states, the fertility rate of Hindu women is significantly lower than that of 

Hindu women in Bihar (2.9), Rajasthan (2.8) and Uttar Pradesh (2.6). 

As per actual numbers in the 2011 Census, the population of Muslims was 17.2 crores, and Hindus were 

96.6 crores. (79%). Looking at this data, studies predict that there could be 31 crores Muslims and 130 

crores Hindus by 2050. (25) 

So, the threat of a declining Hindu population and growing minority numbers lacks any basis in logic. 

According to the 2011 Census, the Hindu share in population now stands at 79.8% and the share of 

Muslims is 14.2%. Programs that limit family size are adopted by the Muslim community in much larger 

numbers (despite contrary perceptions), as per the former Chief Election Commissioner SY Quraishi, 

whose excellent book, “The Population Myth: Islam, Family Planning and Politics in India”, examines the 

issue in great detail. 
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II. Muslim Women  

Social Reform, Muslim Women and RSS-BJP agenda 

In a historic judgment the Supreme Court gave the verdict that instantaneous triple talaq (Talaq-e-Biddat) 

is invalid as per the law. (22nd August 2017) Giving this verdict Court invoked the ethos of equality of 

Indian Constitution. This judgment has been path breaking as it upholds the demands of many Muslim 

women’s groups on the subject. Just to recall this verdict was in response the petition filed by Shayra 

Bano, a victim of triple talaq and many Muslim women groups who approached the Court in this matter. 

The Court asked the Government to file an affidavit on the matter. Government in its submission asked 

for abolition of triple Talaq, Nikah Halala and polygamy on the grounds that they inhibit gender equality. 

(1) Interestingly now many a BJP leaders and ministers are trying to take the credit for the same and 

projecting as if BJP is the one to come forward as a guardian of Muslim women’s interests. They also make 

it appear as if the Muslim women’s leadership aligned with the right-wing BJP government on this issue. 

Muslim women’s groups dismiss the claim that they are allied with BJP on the matter and also state that 

it is due to their efforts that such judgment has come forth. They point out that statements like that of 

BJP leader Subramanian Swami saying that BJP won UP elections as Muslim women felt that it in only BJP 

which could save them from triple talaq, is totally contrary to facts. (2) In sum and substance, statements 

like this and the one by Prime Minister that his government is committed to upholding the rights of Muslim 

women, does not have much meaning. Such outpourings on part of BJP leadership are just for sayings 

sake, are opportunistic ones’ meant for electoral purpose only. 
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Muslim women have dissociated with the statements of BJP leaders, “Muslim women’s rights activists 

have condemned the continuous attempts by the Bharatiya Janata Party to appropriate the movement 

against instant triple talaq practiced in the community and its efforts to make the recent Supreme Court 

judgment against it a political victory for the party.” (3) It is true that many of those belonging to RSS-BJP 

have been shedding big crocodile tears on the plight of Muslim women, the ill effects of Muslim personal 

laws on women in particular. As such in practice they have done precious little to ameliorate the condition 

of Muslim women at social level and have done nothing as far as legal provisions are concerned, on the 

contrary the implications of their politics is the big curse for Muslims as a whole including Muslim women. 

It is the initiative of the women like Shayra Bano and many Muslim women’s groups who have braved the 

odds to reach the courts to quash this practice which is not only against the principles of Indian 

Constitution but also against the principles of Indian Constitution.  

a. Triple Talaq as a Practice: As a Part of Muslim Personal Law: 

While the Triple Talaq as a concept in Islamic practice has various limitations, the interval at which the 

word talaq can be pronounced is well defined; the process of mediation which must be brought in the 

interim period is the core part of Islamic practice. As it got distortions, courtesy the helpful Maulanas, 

many men used this provision to get rid of their wives by pronouncing three talaqs in a single go or even 

by using other means like SMS, whatsapp messages etc. This is a vulgarization of the practice which came 

to be part of Islamic practices at places. Enlightened Muslim men and large sections of women have been 

talking to throw away this practice by a process of social and legal reforms. 

In India Hamid Dalwai, the social reformer was among the first one to raise his voice against this. “Fifty 

years after radical Muslim reformer Hamid Dalwai led the first street protest against the practice of triple 

talaq in Bombay (now Mumbai) along with just seven women,” (4)  Now his younger brother Husain Dalwai 

a Congress MP, has introduced a private member bill in Rajya Sabha titled the ‘Dissolution of Muslim 

Marriage Bill, 2016’, which is pending. Triple Talaq has validity as it is a part of Muslim personal law. At 

another level the personal laws, Hindu, Muslim Christian and Muslim are separate and have a legal 

sanctity. 

b. Background  

Personal laws under British administrators were drawn from diverse sources. It reflected the gender 

prejudices of its times since the interpreters of “religion” have been mostly men. The process of reforming 

regressive practices also began during the British rule. Reformers struggled to end practices like Sati and 

child marriage. Conservative sections in the society opposed these reforms and insisted that these be 

preserved for the “defense” of religion. 

 

These laws were drafted at British times and carried on in Independent India. After independence Pundti 

Nehru set the ball of social reforms rolling. Ambedkar took up drafting of Hindu Code Bill (HCB). The idea 

was that since Hindus are the largest community, once these laws are reformed, other communities will 

follow suit. Somehow as the draft was published, there was a big uproar against provisions of HCB and 
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they were opposed by the conservative sections of society, led by the likes of RSS. As the draft was strongly 

opposed, including by those who were in the ruling party, the draft was diluted and passed in a milder 

form. This saddened Ambedkar, who deiced to resign from the Ministry. 

 

HCB was used as a pretext by Hindutva forces to project that the Government is opposed to the interest 

of Hindus and is appeasing the minorities, as their laws are not being touched. A bit later after Mathura 

rape case, the women’s movement picked up and put forward the demand for reforming the laws, calling 

for Uniform Civil Code (UCC). These laws cover the marriage, divorce, custody of children and inheritance. 

Gradually it dawned upon the women’s movement that uniformity can be gender unjust, laws can be 

made uniform by taking up different laws which are gender unjust. (5) So from The UCC, large section of 

women’s movement rallied to the call for the Gender Just Civil code. Among Muslims, the major body 

opposed to social reforms has been the All India Muslim Personal Law Board. 

 

c. Muslims in India 

 

Muslims in India are facing a paradoxical trajectory. Majority of Muslims are coming from poor socio 

economic background. The formation of Pakistan has been a big tragedy for the sub continent as a whole 

and for Muslim in particular. It has affected the Indian Muslims to the worst possible extent. The anti 

Muslim violence picked up badly after partition, peaking from the decades of 1980. The Muslim 

community came to be faced with the problem of equity and security. Due to this the problems related 

to social reform among Muslims took a back seat as the Muslim leadership kept struggling to focus on the 

issue of security, which became of paramount importance. It is in this background that when the issue of 

Shah Bano came up, the large section of society stood to oppose it, leading the Government to go for 

legislating Muslim Women Protection Bill. This gave a further pretext to Hindutva elements to step up 

polarization in the society and to intensify the issue of Ram Temple, furthering the degree of violence, 

further pushing the Muslim community into shell. This in turn pushed the issues of reforms to the margins 

of community’s concern. 

 

d. Efforts of Muslim Women 

 

Despite this section of Muslim women started taking up the issues of gender equality. There are many 

groups, like Awaj-E-Niswan, Bebak Collective, Bhartiya Muslim Mahila Andolan to name the few. The basic 

premise for some of these groups was that Islam gives justice to women, while others took the battle on 

the ground of Indian Constitution. The latest in these moves had been the campaign launched by Bhartiya 

Muslim Mahila Andolan (BMMA), (6) a campaign against triple talaq. Its survey had shown that 92 per 

cent Muslim women are opposed to this abominable practice. It collected the signatures of 50,000 Muslim 

women to oppose the triple talaq and also to oppose talaq halala. In triple talaq, a man can pronounce 

talaq three times and throw his wife out of the house. In talaq halala, if the husband decides to take her 

back, she has to get married to someone else, consummate the marriage, and then divorce the new 

husband before she can return to the earlier husband. Many maulanas offer this service of being 

“temporary husbands”. As per the BMMA, both these practices are un-Islamic. It points out that such 

practices are not mentioned in the Quran.  
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A memorandum submitted to National Commission for Women mentions that, “The instant method of 

divorce has no mention in the Quran. In fact, the Quranic method requires a 90-day process of dialogue, 

reconciliation and mediation before divorce takes place.”(7)Many Islamic scholars endorse the BMMA’s 

stand. However, the Muslim personal law board and Jamaat-e-Isalmi did not agree with the BMMA. The 

Jamaat has been opposing the campaigns of Muslim women for reforming personal laws. There are many 

progressive groups, prominent activists and writers from the community, who have declared solidarity 

with the agitating women. However, these people are being dubbed by conservatives as supporters of 

Uniform Civil Code (UCC), a pet theme of the BJP and the RSS. 

 

The fact is that triple talaq is banned in over 21 Muslim majority countries including Pakistan. The rights 

of religious minorities for culture, right to life and affirmative action need to be supported. At the same 

time, the process of reform within the community must also be upheld and supported on moral, social 

and legal grounds. 

 

e. BJP-RSS and Reforms of Laws Pertaining to Muslim Women 

 

The demand for personal law reforms by Muslim women and the BJP-RSS call for UCC are not comparable. 

The RSS-BJP combo is inherently patriarchal and its pro-UCC stance is merely to intimidate the religious 

minorities. The same RSS had opposed the HCB, which was striving towards gender just laws for Hindu 

women. (8) The politics of this combine has adversely affected to social-political life of the Muslim 

community as a whole and Muslim women in particular. The communal violence, in many of which some 

affiliates of RSS are directly implicated by Inquiry Commission reports, is based on the propaganda which 

is led by RSS combine. In the violence most of the victims are Muslims and after every major act of violence 

the ghettotisation of Muslims become much worse. Now the situation is that in major cities like 

Ahmadabad, Mumbai and others the Muslim areas are well marked, in the these areas the civic and 

modern amenities do not reach; are inadequate. The hold of conservative elements opposing reforms in 

ghettoes goes up. 

 

The actions of BJP leaders directed to Muslim women are aplenty. In most of the acts of communal 

violence, women are a big victim. Narendra Modi in the after math of Gujarat violence got the relief camps 

closed down on the pretext that the refugee camps are ‘factories producing children’ (9). The current hero 

of BJP, the UP chief minister Adityanath Yogi once went to the extent of saying that Muslim women should 

be dug out of grave and raped. One such incident also took place. He also was to say that if one Hindu girl 

gets married to a Muslim boy, 100 Muslim girls should be made to marry Hindu boys. (10), (11) 

 

 

f. Ideological Foundations of Hindutva and Muslim Women 

     

The ideological root of RSS-BJP is Hindutva. This was brought to fore by Savarkar in his book, ‘Hindutva or 

who is a Hindu?’ Savarkar had a very aggressive take on Muslim women. While commenting on the 

incident of Muslim woman, brought to Shivaji as a gift who was sent back and the incidents of rape of 

Hindu women in the context of partition of India, Savarkar’s comment is articulated by his biographer, 
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Dhananjay Keer, ““He (Savarkar) said that Pakistan’s inhuman and barbarous acts such as kidnapping and 

raping Indian women would not be stopped unless Pakistan was given tit for tat. Two years 

earlier Savarkar had expressed similar opinion that the liberal policy adopted by Shivaji in case of Muslim 

women was wrong, as this cultured and humane treatment could not evoke in those fanatics the same 

feelings about Hindu women. They should have been given tit for tat, he observed frankly, so that they 

might have realized the horrors of those brutalities.” (12). 

 

The projection that BJP is concerned about the welfare of Muslim women is a pure opportunist stance. 

Most of the campaigns launched by RSS-BJP are directed against Muslims in general and in turn are 

directed against Muslim women. The campaigns like Love Jihad, beef, linking of Islam to terrorism are 

affecting the lives of Muslim community and Muslim women in turn. 

 

Muslim women need parity with the men, but still they are Muslims. BJP politics is based on anti Muslim 

tirade which is the foundation of their Hindu nationalism. Hindu nationalism has been contracted against 

religious minorities, Muslims in particular. The major ideologues of RSS Golwalkar regard Muslims as a 

threat to Hindu nation. (13) 

 

While Muslim women do want the reforms to come in, they are also aware that BJP voicing these concerns 

is a pure case of opportunism. They are just using the reforms to frighten the Muslim men, who are 

dominant with the Muslims as a whole. Progressive Muslim women are walking a delicate balance. On 

one hand they are for reforms on the other they know the current ruling party will try to use it for their 

political goals. Their claims that Muslim women voted for them in UP elections (2017) is a claim which is 

unverified and made so as to gain the political mileage. It is far from truth.  

 

Summing Up 

Muslim community has been facing tremendous pressure of insecurity. It has lagged behind in social and 

economic parameters, as pointed out by Sachar Committee Report. Due to these constraints; section of 

Muslim leadership has been focusing on the issues of equity and security and ignoring social reforms. 

Despite odds; Muslim women’s groups have been struggling for reforms, gender equality. RSS-BJP are 

inherently based on patriarchal norms, that’s why RSS opposed the Hindu Code Bill’s original draft by 

Ambedkar. Muslim women are a big victim of the politics of RSS-BJP. The Hindutva ideology (Golwalkar) 

sees Muslims as a threat to Hindu nation. While BJP has no interest in the welfare of Muslims-Muslim 

women, it is using the issue of triple talaq in an opportunist manner.  
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III.  Christians 
 

Conversions and Anti Christian Violence 

While demanding amendments to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), many supported the 

forthcoming restrictions on the foreign contributions. 

While making this argument they put forward the case of Australian missionary Pastor Graham Staines. 

In the process, venom is poured on the late Pastor by saying that he was involved in the work of conversion 

to Christianity with the help of funds from abroad! 

The brutal murder of Pastor Staines was described by the then President of India, Dr. K.R. Narayanan, by 

saying “it belonged to the world’s inventory of black deeds”. 

The Pastor, who came from Australia to work among the leprosy patients in Orissa, was sleeping in an 

open jeep in a village on the night of 22-23 January 1999. He was working in Keonjhar, Manoharpur, in 

Orissa. On that fateful night, he was burnt alive with his two minor sons, Timothy and Philip. The whole 

country was aghast with the brutal nature of the crime. The brutality was committed by Rajendra Singh 

Pal aka Dara Singh, a worker of the Bajrang Dal, the militant youth wing of the Vishva Hindu Parishad 

(VHP). 

L K Advani was the Home Minister that time. He stated that the Bajrang Dal had nothing to do with this 

act; he knows this organisation too well. As an immediate measure, he sent a three-member ministerial 
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team–Murli Manohar Joshi, Navin Patnayak and George Fernandes–to Orissa. In a single day, the team 

concluded that this grave crime is an international conspiracy to destabilise the ruling NDA government. 

Then the Wadhava Commission was appointed. The commission concluded that Dara Singh, who was 

working with the Bajrang Dal with the help of organisations like the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, VHP, etc., 

propagated that the Pastor was doing the work of conversion and is a threat to Hinduism. Dara Singh did 

mobilise people, poured kerosene on the vehicle and put it on fire. 

The Commission in its report further stated that the Pastor had not been doing the work of conversion; 

he was involved in serving the leprosy patients. Dara Singh was awarded a death penalty by courts, which 

was later reduced to life imprisonment; currently he is undergoing the jail sentence. 

What is remarkable is that as per the report, there was no substantial increase in the percentage of 

Christian population in the area. The report states, “Keonjar district had a total population of 15.30 lakh. 

Out of them, 14.93 lakh were Hindus. Christians, mostly tribals, were 4,707. According to the 1991 census, 

there were already 4,112 Christians in the district. Thus, there was an increase of only 595 in the Christian 

population.” (1) 

One can say that this is not due to conversion but due to the natural biological process. The anti-Staines 

propaganda of Dara Singh and the organisations was purely guided by their political agenda. 

The propaganda that Christian missionaries have been converting is the dominant social perception all 

around, and it is the ground for ‘Hatred against the Christians’, who have been facing the violence for 

more than two decades. We witnessed violence against Christians, mainly in Adivasi areas, Dangs, Jhabua, 

and large parts of Orissa. 

After this gruesome murder, there was regular violence against the Christian community, the peak of 

which was seen in the Kandhamal (Orissa) violence (August 2008) in which nearly a hundred Christians 

were killed, close to 400 women raped and many Churches attacked and destroyed. 

That has not been the end. The violence against this community is going on in a regular manner. It is 

mostly in remote areas, in a scattered manner and many a time below radar. The prayer meetings are 

attacked and missionaries distributing religious literature are apprehended. 

The organization, ‘Persecution Relief’, in its recent report, points out, “Hate crimes against Christians in 

India have risen by an alarming 40.87 percent…That increase came despite a complete nationwide 

lockdown that lasted three months to stem the spread of covid-19 infections.” (2) 

While the attacks on the Muslim minority have been glaring, those against Christians are scattered and of 

low intensity but the murder of Pastor Staines and the Kandhamal violence stand out. The core ideology 

behind this violence–which has been spread–is that Islam and Christianity are ‘foreign religions’ and are 

a threat to Hinduism. 

https://www.indiancurrents.org/article-open-letter-to-an-mp-no-stain-on-staines-a-j-philip-48.php
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-07/india-christian-persecution-on-rise-in-2020.html
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This is so much in contrast to what Indian Nationalists like Gandhi and Nehru who regarded that religion 

was no basis of Nationality and felt that Christianity was as much a religion of this land as any other. 

As a matter of fact, as per one version, Christianity entered this land in AD 52, with St Thomas setting up 

a church in Malabar area. Since, last over 19 centuries, many missionaries have been coming and working 

in remote areas, setting up health and education facilities in particular. They have also set up schools and 

colleges as well as hospitals in the urban areas, which are known for their good standards, and people in 

these areas do vie for availing of these facilities with gay abandon. 

Today, the percentage of the Christian population, as per census figures, is 2.30 (2011 census). This is 

again a climb-down from 1971 when it was 2.60 %. For the past six decades, it has been showing a constant 

decline, 2.60 (1971), 2.44 (1981) 2.34 (1991), 2.30 (2001) and 2.30 again in 2011. 

Organisations like the Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, VHP and the Bajrang dal are active more in remote places 

to spread the misconception of the conversion. This is an assault on ‘Freedom of Religion’ and the 

repressive laws against freedom of religion have been coming up in state after state. While the Indian 

Constitution stands for an individual’s right to practise and preach one’s religion, the anti-Christian 

violence on the pretext of religion is becoming endemic as sectarianism is growing in a frightening manner. 

Foot Notes 

1. https://www.indiancurrents.org/article-open-letter-to-an-mp-no-stain-on-staines-a-j-philip-

48.php 

2. https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-07/india-christian-persecution-on-rise-in-

2020.html 

3. https://www.npr.org/2020/04/28/847373064/religious-freedom-in-india-takes-drastic-turn-

downward-u-s-commission-says 

IV. Rising Islamophobia 

The protesters against the suspended BJP spokesman Nupur Sharma’s statement on TV and her sacked 

colleague Naveen Kumar Jindal’s tweet, both of which were defamatory to Prophet Mohammad, have 

faced police firing, arrests and bulldozers. When Nupur made the statement, there were some protests 

but the government slept over it till nearly 15 Muslim-majority countries summoned Indian envoys and 

handed them letters of protests.   

India has been cultivating its relations with Gulf countries for various reasons. Nearly eight million Indians 

work there and repatriate a major chunk of India’s remittances. One of these countries supplies nearly 40 

percent of gas; others not only supply oil but also are a good market for Indian products.  

It is after this that the government decided to make a show of taking action. It called the two 

spokespersons as fringe elements. Nupur was the national spokesperson and Jindal was the media head 

of the BJP’s Delhi unit. Nupur was suspended and Jindal was expelled from the party. But no legal action 

was taken against them. Both put forward an apology but the Prime Minister’s silence was deafening.  

https://www.indiancurrents.org/article-open-letter-to-an-mp-no-stain-on-staines-a-j-philip-48.php
https://www.indiancurrents.org/article-open-letter-to-an-mp-no-stain-on-staines-a-j-philip-48.php
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-07/india-christian-persecution-on-rise-in-2020.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2020-07/india-christian-persecution-on-rise-in-2020.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/28/847373064/religious-freedom-in-india-takes-drastic-turn-downward-u-s-commission-says
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/28/847373064/religious-freedom-in-india-takes-drastic-turn-downward-u-s-commission-says
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Early protests  

In the initial protests against the remarks, 34 Muslims were arrested in Kanpur. Later, after charges of 

one-sided action came up, a few others were also arrested. On June 10, two boys were killed in Ranchi. In 

Uttar Pradesh and some other places, hundreds of protesters were arrested. A couple of houses were 

bulldozed. A video of policemen mercilessly beating arrested Muslim youths in police custody is making 

the rounds.  

Where are the laws and law protecting authorities? Can the police beat the accused? Can houses be 

bulldozed without proper legal notice procedures? Is judiciary redundant? Can the executive arm merrily 

become the law unto itself?  

The other aspect of the issue is the treatment of Muslim minorities during the last few years. Issues relate 

to cow-beef, lynching, targeting of youths over so-called Love Jihad have shaken the community. As the 

tragedy of coronavirus unfolded, the government with the support of a compliant media blamed it on 

Muslims (Tablighi Jamaat), many of who were arrested and then released by court.  

Anti-Muslim tirade  

In this background, many started boycotting Muslim vegetable vendors in to their housing societies. Calls 

were given to boycott Muslim vendors and traders. In due course the issues related to hijab, halal meat, 

namaz in open places and azaan also became tools to intimidate the Muslims. We saw the Dharm Sansads 

time and again calling for genocide of Muslims. Ramnavami processions were used to incite the 

community.  

A biased film based on half-truths and lies, ‘Kashmir Files’, was promoted by the RSS chief and those in 

positions of power. The polarization of communities and atmosphere of hate being manufactured became 

obvious as anti-Muslim slogans rent the air towards the end of the movie.  

The situation has come to such a pass that Gregory Stanton of ‘Genocide Watch’ warns us that India is on 

the eighth level on a scale of 10 as far as the danger to Muslim lives is concerned. When all this was 

happening, the Gulf and other Muslim-majority countries kept mum as their own record on human rights 

is abysmal.   

UN warning  

The UN Commission for International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) annual report in 2022 holds a mirror to 

the state of affairs in India. “Religious freedom in India (is) taking a drastic turn downward, with national 

and various state governments tolerating widespread harassment and violence against religious 

minorities.”  

The major political parties in India need to come forward and oppose the gross violations of the 

Constitution, the bulldozer (in) justice and beating of accused in custody.   
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Another equally condemnable thing is the death threat to Nupur. She should be dealt with as per the law 

of the land. Any threat should be countered by the state. The Al Qaeda’s reported threat to avenge the 

attack on the Prophet is condemnable.  

The atmosphere is getting vitiated by TV debates where illiterate Maulanas and Pundits spew hate against 

each other’s religion. Religion is another name for love; hate is a part of divisive politics, not religion.  

Mahatma Gandhi: “I believe in the truth of all religions of the world. And since my youth upward, it 
has been a humble but persistent effort on my (part) to understand the truth of all the religions of 
the world, and adopt and assimilate in my own thought, word and deed all that I have found to be 
best in those religions. The faith that I profess not only permits me to do so but renders it obligatory 
for me to take the best from whatsoever source it may come.” (Harijan, 16-2-34) 
 

 

Freedom of Religion Acts 

 

Under the rising dominance of right-wing politics many an Indian States have introduced Bills; ironically 

called “Freedom of Religion”, which essentially curb the freedom of religion. Most of this aim to prevent 

the alleged conversions. While our Constitution gives us the right to choose, practice and propagate our 

religion, these acts lead to intimidation and harassment of the minority communities. The act brought in 

Karnataka (2021) is no exception.   

The religious minorities, Christian and Muslims are the major target of these steps by various state 

Governments. Currently it is the Christian community which is the prime victim of these Acts. The 

communal politics or its pressure which is behind the introduction these ‘Freedom of Religion” bills/Acts 

takes the ‘hate other’ phenomenon to a higher level. One more such Bill in Karnataka will definitely be 

intensifying the Hate against Christians and add to the divisive trends which are threatening our tradition 

of amity. 

Even the notion that somebody is converting is a way to downgrade those who are converting. It can only 

be the free will which leads to changing one’s faith. At moral, social and legal level we have a full right to 

choose our religion. It is this right which was exercised by the Chairman of drafting committee of our 

Constitution, Dr. Bhimrao Babasaheb Ambedkar, who left Hinduism to embrace Buddhism. 

Ironically while we are witnessing the attacks on Christian minority on the pretext of conversion, the 

phenomenon of Ghar Wapasi is looked at through a different prism.  

The scattered attacks on Christian prayer meeting and Churches are on the rise during last few years. 

Though the major attacks like Kandhamal are not there, the sub radar and noticeable attacks are aplenty 

and on the rise. 

https://www.academia.edu/64254717/Choosing_My_Religion_Proposed_Karnataka_Freedom_of_Religi

on_Bill 

https://www.academia.edu/64254717/Choosing_My_Religion_Proposed_Karnataka_Freedom_of_Religion_Bill
https://www.academia.edu/64254717/Choosing_My_Religion_Proposed_Karnataka_Freedom_of_Religion_Bill
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(10) 

HANDLING KASHMIR: BJP STYLE 
 

a. Politicizing the Plight of Kashmiri Pundits 
 
 

Politics is a strange game where no holds are barred for electoral advantages. It also expresses, to some 
extent, the political ideology of those playing these games in addition to the distortion of events, which 
are done deliberately. Interpretation of the very same events is diametrically different for different 
political groups. The sad plight of Kashmiri Pundits exodus is no exception to this. 
 

During his election 
campaign the BJP 
leader Narendra 
Modi made several 
statements which at 
one level are 
factually inaccurate 
and at another level 
they have communal 

interpretation 
through and 
through. He stated 
that biggest blow to 
secular fabric of India 
was delivered from 
Kashmir from where 
Kashmiri Pundits 
were forced out and 

that Abdullah’s (Sheikh Abdulla, Farooq and Omar) were behind it. (28th April 2014) In response Farooq 
and Omar shot back that exodus of Pandits took place under the Presidents rule with Jagmohan, a BJP 
hand, as the Governor of Kashmir. (1) That time it was the V.P.Singh Government at Center and this 
Government was being supported by BJP from outside. While all three Addullah’s are not the same, nor 
is their role a continuum nor are all of them secular angels, the tragedy of exodus of Pundits is much 
more complex than being attributed to them. The role which each of the Abdulla’s played cannot be put 
in the same basket. 

  
As such communalism has been the great bane of the subcontinent and its biggest and most tragic 
expression was the partition of India in which millions were butchered and a larger number migrated to 
both sides of the border. Apart from these migrations which took place, forcing people to far off lands, 
there are local migrations also, which follow the communal violence of mass scale like the one in Mumbai 
1992-93 or Gujarat 2002 where the people left their homes, where they were living for decades and had 
to shift to the other parts of the same city leading to formation of ghettoes, Mumbra in Mumbai and 
Juhapura in Ahmadabad being two major ones’. (2) 
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The roots of exodus of Kashmiri Pundits lies in the aftermath of the partition, the decision of Maharaja 
of Kashmir to remain independent, the attack of Kabayilis, Tribal, from Pakistan and the Sheikh Abdullah’s 
strong stance to accede with India and not with Pakistan. This decision was not on religious 
considerations but was with the hope that in India secularism will flourish with leaders like Gandhi and 
Nehru. With murder of Gandhi by communal forces and the pressure of communal forces to forcibly 
abolish article 370, the autonomy of Kashmir started being questioned. Just to recall Article 370 was the 
basis of accession of Kashmir to India. This Article gave to autonomy to Kashmir Assembly in most matters 
barring defense, communication, currency and external affairs. With the opposition to this clause and 
demand for forcible merger of Kashmir to India by communal forces, the Sheikh started feeling jittery. 
He started reconsidering his decision of accession to India, leading to his arrest and starting of process 
of alienation in Kashmir. This process of alienation led to militancy in due course and with the 
encouragement from Pakistan took on dangerous proportions. Still this militancy was centered on the 
concept of Kashmiriyat. Kashmiriyat is synthesis of Buddhism, Vedanta and Sufi traditions. After the 
hanging of Maqbool Butt in 1985 and the entry of Al Qaeda type elements in Kashmir in the aftermath 
of Afghan war, this militancy got transformed to being communal. The result was that the Hindus, 
Pundits, started being targeted badly. (3) 

 
Even before1990, the first major exodus of Pundits took place after the partition riots and partly due to 
land reforms introduced by Sheikh Abdullah. Incidentally the Hindu population in Kashmir had gone 
through a very complex history of conversion to Buddhism and later to Islam through Sufi saints. The 
Hindus started being referred to as Pundits from 15th Century onwards. This happened after Akbar won 
over Kashmir and employed the Hindus in his administration. He was impressed by their qualities and 
conferred the title Pundit on them.       

 
The process of latest exodus begins with communalization of the militancy, a transition from Kashmiriyat 
to Islamism. One version a la Modi says that Kashmiri Pandits were driven from Kashmir valley by the 
Muslim militants and this was a planned move by the Muslim majority Kashmir. The Muslim majority was 
totally opposed to the harassment of Pundits. 
 
In this militancy while Hindus were targeted in a big way, even Muslims were not spared. We will have a 
look at the figures of the casualties and destruction of property in Kashmir by the militants. Thousands 
of Muslims from different parts of the Kashmir valley also had to migrate to the neighboring Himachal 
Pradesh in search of employment. Over 40.000 Muslims from Kashmir also live in a refugee camp in New 
Delhi. They have also taken to various jobs like coolies etc in neighboring states. One of the Times of India 
report (5th Feb.1992) based on official figures reported that militants killed 1585 men and women, 
including 982 Muslims, 218 Hindus, 23 Sikhs and 363 security personnel between January 1990 and 
October 1992. (4) 
 
The wholesale migration of Pundits from the valley was a big blow to the traditions of the valley. The 
damage by militants was to both the communities and not to Hindus alone. The Pundits were intimidated 
much more and had considered migration first in 1986 but this decision was held in abeyance due to the 
appeals of a goodwill mission, which was constituted by reputed Kashmiris, steeped in plural culture. As 
we saw in 1990 the militancy was stepped up. This time around Mr. Jag Mohan, who later became a 
minister in BJP led NDA Government, was the Governor of Kashmir. Balraj Puri in his book Kashmir points 
out that Jagmohan ensured dissolution of the goodwill mission to Pundits by pressurizing one of the 
Pandit members of the team to migrate to Jammu. (5)  
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Balraj Puri in March 1990 stated " I found no hostility among common Muslims in Kashmir against 
Pundits, and that allegations of gross violations of Human rights by security forces needs to be 
investigated" (Puri, 2000, 66). At that time Hindu Communal forces took it upon themselves to spread 
fear amongst Pundits, "Much disinformation is being spread in Jammu and Delhi that scores of Hindu 
temples and the shrines have been desecrated or destroyed in Kashmir. This is completely untrue and it 
is baffling that the Government has not thought it fit to ask Doordarshan to do a program on mandirs in 
Kashmir just to reassure people that they remain unharmed."(6) 
 
All things considered the problem of Pundits migration is unfortunate outcome of the alienation of 
Kashmiri people resulting in militancy, communalization of militancy in late 1990s, Hindu communalist 
outfits’ baseless spreading of fear psychosis and pressure of Governor Jag Mohan and not due to the 
Hindu-Muslim hostility, not due to Abdullah’s. 
 
 Poet Kalhan of Kashmir, in his classic Rajtarangini writes that it is only through punya (noble deeds) and 
not force that Kashmir can be won over. We need to remind ourselves of this profound wisdom of Kalhan 
while making policies about Kashmir. Rather than putting the blame on one political stream. The role of 
global politics, the historical baggage of partition and post partition problems, the role of global terrorism 
propped up by US policy of control over oil resources; its influence on militancy in Kashmir and the role 
of communal forces in spreading fear also need to be kept in mind while commenting on this tragedy of 
mammoth proportions. 

b. Understanding Kashmir Imbroglio in contemporary times 

 In the din of hysteria created around the military action on LOC, which was in response to the killing of 
18 Indian army jawans in Uri, the issue of anguish of people of Kashmir has been undermined. (7) As 
such India-Pakistan skirmishes (September 2016) are mostly centered on the issue of Kashmir. On one 
side India’s claim is that Kashmir is the inseparable part of India and no power on the Earth can 
separate it from India. Pakistan on the other hand raises doubts about the Kashmir’s accession to India, 
and says that as it is a Muslim majority area and it should be part of Pakistan. The attack on Uri by 
terrorists killing 18  Indian soldiers has rekindled the issue once again. The whole episode actually begins 
with the killing of Burhan Wani, a Hijbul Mujahideen commandant who was killed in an encounter by 
Indian military. After his killing there were two types of reactions yet again. (8) 

Indian media presented it as a big achievement in cracking down the militancy. A section of Kashmiri 
people was shocked and they started coming on streets to protest. The manner of their protests has 
been that of stone throwing on the police-military forces. In the the painful incidents which followed 
nearly 80 people have been killed, over 9000 people got injured and many of those injured suffered 
the pellet injuries leading to the loss of their eyes and penetration of pellets into different parts of their 
body. Some army-police personnel have also received injuries. The resulting situation led to the 
imposition of curfew in the state and this curfew had been the longest curfew which was imposed in 
the state. 

In an attempt to restore peace various efforts have been made by the state. Home minister Rajnath Sigh 
visited the Valley to hold discussions with the state leaders. His and the stand of Government of India 
has been that they will not hold talks with the separatist leaders. When all party delegation visited the 
Valley some of the members of the delegation like Sitaram Yechury and D. Raja tried to meet separatist 
leader S A S Gilani, who refused to meet them. (9) 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/militants-attack-army-headquarters-in-uri-near-loc/article9120760.ece
http://www.huffingtonpost.in/burhan-wani/who-was-burhan-wani-and-why-is-kashmir-mourning-him/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/hurriyat-leaders-refuse-to-talk-to-allparty-delegation-members/article9072465.ece
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Curfew was lifted after nearly two months, but the situation remains tense. With the attack by the 
terrorists in Uri; the whole focus has shifted to the issue of terrorism. As such as for as the disturbance in 

Kashmir is concerned the Government is alleging that the protestors are mere 5 % of the population 

and they are being instigated by Pakistan. Surely Pakistan has some role in keeping the Kashmir issue 
alive to bake its own political bread. But the discontent of the section of Kashmir people has been 
simmering and has reached a peak in last few years. The youth in particular are disgruntled due to the 
feeling of alienation. The people of Kashmir are double victims. The acts of terror are a regular nuisance 
to the peace in the valley. No less is the violation of the civic rights of the people from armed forces. 
The Armed Forces Special Powers act, which is operational in the area, gives impunity to the armed 
personnel leading the regular harassment of the innocent civilians in the area. (10) 

Amnesty reports emanating from Kashmir tell us the extent of such violations  .(11 ) Amnesty 

International’s report released in Bangalore begins with defining the scale of human rights violations in 
Kashmir that have been perpetrated by security forces personnel with glaring impunity. The report 
states that from 1990 to 2011, the Jammu and Kashmir state government reportedly recorded a total 
of over 43,000 people killed. Of those killed, 21,323 were said to be ‘militants’ 13,226 ‘civilians’ (those 
not directly involved in the hostilities) killed by armed groups, 5,369 security force personnel killed by 
armed groups, and 3,642 “civilians” killed by security forces. 

The AFSPA, which gives army sweeping powers, leads to extrajudicial executions and other human 
rights violations. Section seven of the AFSPA makes it mandatory to seek the prior sanction of Central 
and State authorities in order to prosecute any security force personnel in civilian courts. Under the 
pretext of protecting national security, the excesses of the security forces go unchallenged. 96% of all 
complaints brought against the army in Jammu & Kashmir have been dismissed as “false and baseless” 
or “with other ulterior motives of maligning the image of Armed Forces”. 

  
It is in under these circumstances that every incident in Kashmir acts as a flaring point and the youth in 
particular come to streets to protest in large number. Their deeper dissatisfaction with the state of 
prevailing affairs is very painful. In the civilian areas there is a practical army rule, nearly six lakh of army 
personnel have been deployed there for years. The people of Kashmir do not have the feel of democracy 
from years and this leads to a deeper dissatisfaction, it is not just a Pakistan inspired problem, while the 

role of Pakistan in instigating the protests is very much there . 
 

What is the way out? The UPA II had set up the three member interlocutors committee, which in their 
report wanted the clauses of autonomy of Kashmir Assembly restored, they emphasized on dialogue 
with the dissident militants and with Pakistan. There has been a constant demand to repeal AFSPA from 
the region and to reduce the number of armed personnel in the area. The present coalition of PDP and 
BJP which is ruling the state is very ruthless as far as dealing with dissidence is concerned; their stand 
of not talking with dissidents has prolonged the restlessness in the area. With Pakistan’s role; the attack 
on Uri and before that in Pathankot has vitiated the atmosphere further. One remembers that during 
election campaign the BJP used to assert that with Modi in the seat of power, terrorists dare not attack! 
That hollow boast stands exposed. The need for peace in the area, the need to give the Kashmiri people 
as era of calm is needed in the urgent manner. Pakistan needs to be engaged on the matters related to 
Kashmir. The treaty of accession of 1948 giving autonomy to Kashmir needs to be respected.(12) The 
report of interlocutors was a major and balanced approach on the issue. It needs to be brought 
forth and considered seriously for bringing in peace in the region. (13) 

 

https://www.quora.com/Should-AFSPA-be-revoked-from-Jammu-and-Kashmir
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/08/aakar-patel-answers-questions/
http://www.jammu-kashmir.com/documents/instrument_of_accession.html
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c. India’s Kashmir Policy: BJP’s Muscular Nationalism 
  
  

The turmoil in Kashmir, which got intensified after the fake encounter of Burhan Wani (July 2016), does 
not seem to abet. It has been worsening as reflected in the ongoing violence leading to low turnout of 
voters in the by poll (April 2017). (14) Shockingly there was a turn out only of 7.14 percent of voters. 
The by-polls were also marred by violence in which, many a civilians and security force person also died 
and lately one witnessed with great horror a Kashmir youth being tied to the military truck to prevent 
stone pelters from throwing stones on the vehicle. 
. 
Those pelting stones don’t seem to be stopping despite the lapse of period of time. These young men 
are being looked at in various ways. Farookh Abdullah had stated on the eve of elections that those 
young men throwing stones are doing so for their nation. This statement of his came under scathing 
criticism from various quarters and section of media and was dismissed by many as a pre election 
statement. (15) 
  
Another way of looking at those pelting stones; as gleaned from section of media; is that these are pro-
Pakistan elements. They are being instigated by Pakistan and that they are doing this for money. As such 
stone pelting has been used as a method of protest in Kashmir since ages but has become glaringly 
obvious from last few years. Intimidated by the terrorists-militants on one side and the security forces 
on the other these young men have been resorting to pelting stones as a form of protest and anguish. 
One can see the clear pattern in worsening repression and an increase in their activities. (16) As such 
after every major act of hanging-murder the protests have become more intense e.g. after the hanging 
of Maqbul Butt (1984), then after the hanging of Afzal Guru (2013) and now after the killing of Burhan 
Wani (2016). 
  
Who are these boys who pelt stones? Are these merely Pakistan inspired and funded youth? In the 
aftermath of state crackdown; hundreds have died, thousands have been wounded and many more 
have lost eyesight! A section of TV and other media is going hammer and tongs about the role of 
Pakistan and the funding they receive. The question which needs to be introspected is that will young 
people risk their life, loss of eyesight or other harm to body just for someone’s bidding or some money? 
Many of them are teenagers, tech savvy and they are so much full of deep hatred that they are willing 
to risk their lives, not caring about their future. The degree of frustration among them must we horrific.  
  
Only a small section of media has gone deeper into the issue and have interviewed some of them. The 
stories of their experiences and feelings shatter one’s perceptions about law and order in Kashmir. 
Many belong to families which have given up hope of any type. Most of these young boys have 
experienced torture, beating, harassments of sorts and often humiliation For many of them stone 
throwing comes as sort of catharsis, a feeling of having taken revenge of what has happened to them. 
It is the only strong way of protest they must be feeling is left for them. Many of them are Pro Pakistan 
for sure but the basic point remains political alienation which is seeping in deepening. This in turn is due 
to the suffering and pain to which Kashmir has been subjected due to the prolonged military presence 
in the area. (17) 

  
Post Burhan Wani murder, the Kashmir based PDP, or even national Conference has been able to see 
the intensity of the situation. Mahbooba Mufti, the Chief Minister of the ruling coalition, wanted to go 
for a dialogue with the dissenters, but coalition partner and the party leading at center BJP shot down 
the idea. Mahbooba Mufti felt that dialogue is the only way out but BJP feels that dialogue is a way to 

http://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/armed-with-the-original-weapon/297804
http://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/armed-with-the-original-weapon/297804
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befool the people. It seems the ruling BJP wants to take a hard line to deal with dissidence, regards that 
dissidence is there only due to Pakistan or ISIS and so repression should be intensified. (18) 
  
What have earlier efforts for peace which need to be recalled in the present damning times? In one of 
the most significant move UPA II had appointed a team of interlocutors to understand and suggest the 
way out. The eminent team suggested that the autonomy of Kashmir Assembly, which is part of treaty 
of accession, be restored, dialogue with dissidents to be initiated and also talks with Pakistan be 
undertaken along with repeal of Armed Forces Special Powers Act. 
  

Today there can be two approaches one is to recall the treaty of accession and gravitate towards that 
and take the recommendations of Interlocutors seriously. (19) Nearly seven decades after the accession 
of Kashmir to India, there is a need to recall that forcible merger; repression of dissent was never the 
idea of founders of Indian nation. Let’s see what Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel had to say on the matter way 
back, Deputy Prime Minister Vallabhbhai Patel said at a public meeting in Bombay on October 30, 1948: 
“Some people consider that a Muslim majority area must necessarily belong to Pakistan. They wonder 
why we are in Kashmir. The answer is plain and simple. We are in Kashmir because the people 
of Kashmir want us to be there. The moment we realize that the people of Kashmir do not want us to 
be there, we shall not be there even for a minute… We shall not let the Kashmir down” (20). 

The situation in Kashmir is critical, and worsening by the day due to the high handed dealings from the 
center. Even the Chief Minister of Kashmir and the people like Sheikh Abdulla need to be listened to, if 
we want peace in the green valley, peace which is crucial. The deeper peace can only be won through 
winning the hearts and minds of the people of Kashmir, ultranationalist formulations don’t work in the 
long run. 

  
 

d. Abrogation of Article 370 
 

The abrogation of Article 370 and Article 35A has been accompanied by propaganda to justify these 

drastic steps taken by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government. As such, this has been on the 

agenda of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh all through and is part of the triad of Hindutva agenda, 

along with Ram Temple and Uniform Civil Code. The argument being put forward is that due to this 

special provision for Jammu & Kashmir, the state has remained undeveloped, as outside industrialists 

could not buy land there and bring in vikas (development). Also, it has been alleged that this clause 

promoted separatism in the region and has been the cause of turmoil in the region.  

 

All this forms the part of the propaganda blitz launched by BJP. As a part of the mass contact 

programme, BJP working president, JP Nadda, released a video on September 4, 2019, justifying the 

abolition of the special provisions for the state and bifurcation of the state into two Union 

Territories. The 11-minute video concludes with the speech of Prime Minster Narendra Modi saying 

that the country’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, committed a historic blunder on Kashmir; 

to which BR Ambedkar and Sardar Patel had strong opposition. 

 

On Article 370, the video says that Sardar Patel successfully merged 562 princely states into India, 

but Nehru decided to handle Kashmir himself and created the blunder of giving special status to the 

http://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/bjp-turns-down-partner-pdps-call-for-talks-with-stone-throwers/298402
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/what-kashmir-interlocutors-have-recommended-to-govt-565424
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state leading to all the problems. Most of the part of BJP’s statement is far from truth; they pick up 

one small part of the truth and twist it to suit their ultra-nationalist agenda. 

 

BJP’s Twisting of Facts 

 

To begin with, why did Nehru have to handle the Kashmir issue himself? Patel handled all other 

princely states as those were within the geographical boundaries of India; none of those was 

attacked by any other foreign power, i.e. Pakistan. Since Kashmir has boundaries common with India 

and Pakistan, Nehru as Prime Minster and Foreign Minister was duty bound to take responsibility of 

the issues related to Kashmir. 

 

India was forced to intervene into Kashmir affairs, as it was attacked from the Pakistan side and 

Kashmir’s king, Hari Singh, urged upon India to send the Army to quell the Pakistani attack. In none 

of the other princely states could Pakistan play such a military role which created such a situation in 

Kashmir. 

 

In matters of Kashmir, Pakistan was also trying to follow the ‘Two Nation theory’, as Kashmir had a 

Muslim majority. As far as Nehru and Patel are concerned, on the handling of Kashmir, i.e., accession 

treaty, Article 370, declaration of cease fire and taking the matter to United Nations is concerned; 

both of them were on the same page, as revealed by the Ten Volume Correspondence of Sardar Patel, 

meticulously edited by the renowned journalist Durga Das. 

 

On nature of intervention in Kashmir, Sardar Patel said at a public meeting in Bombay on October 

30, 1948: “Some people consider that a Muslim majority area must necessarily belong to Pakistan. 

They wonder why we are in Kashmir. The answer is plain and simple. We are in Kashmir because the 

people of Kashmir want us to be there. The moment we realise that the people of Kashmir do not 

want us to be there, we shall not be there even for a minute… We shall not let the Kashmir down”. 

(20) 

 

Quoting from Patel’s correspondence constitutional expert and columnist AG Noorani  points out 

that  the allegation by Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) that in matters of ceasefire, Patel was 

not being taken into confidence, is wrong. Noorani says “Volume one of Patel’s correspondence 

belies the charge that Patel was not taken into confidence. In that event, he was man enough to 

resign from the cabinet.” (21) 

 

Article 370 did not drop from heaven. It was the outcome of serious deliberations in the Constituent 

Assembly (CA). For the explicit purpose of drafting this Article, Sheikh Abdullah and Mirza Afzal Baig 

were made part of the CA. It was primarily Patel, Ambedkar, Sheikh and Mirza Baig who contributed 

to the formulation of this provision. To say that Ambedkar opposed it or Patel did not approve it is 

the height of falsehood. 

 

https://thewire.in/history/from-kashmir-and-370-to-partition-bjps-hatred-of-nehru-is-fuelled-by-falsehoods
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Noorani also points out that it was Patel who moved the resolution of Article 370 in the CA, as Nehru 

was away to the US on an official trip. Patel’s letter to Nehru on February 25, 1950 shows that they 

both had a similar opinion on taking the matter to the United Nations, and they both held that the 

international body should take a call on that. 

 

As far Ambedkar is concerned, Vice President Venkaiah Naidu and central minster Arjun Ram 

Meghwal, in their articles, have given a quote in the name of Ambedkar. Their quote says that in a 

conversation with Sheikh Abdullah, Ambedkar said: “You want India to defend Kashmir, feed its 

people, and give Kashmiris equal rights all over India. But you want to deny India all rights in 

Kashmir…” This quote is not part of any official record. It was part of a speech by Balraj Madhok of 

the Bharatiya Jansangh (predecessor of BJP), which was picked up by RSS-run papers, Tarun 

Bharat and Organiser. (22) As such, Ambedkar had also opined that the Muslim majority part of 

Kashmir should go to Pakistan. He was a strong supporter of plebiscite and Patel  himself had gone 

for the same in Junagadh. (23) 

 

As far as development of Kashmir is concerned, the first point we should note is that Kashmir is much 

ahead of national averages as far as social indices of development are concerned. Article 370 in no 

way stood in the path of development in that sense. (24) Incidentally, while Article 370 has being 

targeted, Article 371 with similar provisions in the North Eastern states is promised to be retained 

as it is, as per the latest statement by BJP president and Home Minister Amit Shah.  

 

BJP’s present propaganda of distorting contemporary history is also trying to defame Nehru. Nehru 

is their prime target. As the ‘Architect of Modern India’, Nehru laid the foundations o f pluralism and 

scientific temper, the values that RSS-BJP wants to do away with. 

 

 
Table (From Sabrangindia) 
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14 Kashmiri Pandits, Hindus killed in Kashmir Valley after Article 370 removed: MHA 
Ministry of Home Affairs told Rajya Sabha that 34 members of minority communities were killed in the Valley, “in 

terrorist related incidents” since 2017 

Sabrangindia07 Apr 2022 

On Wednesday, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) told the Rajya Sabha that since 2017, as many as 34 

members of the minority communities were killed in the Valley, “in terrorist related incidents”. This 

included 14 Kashmiri Pandits and Hindus killed in Kashmir Valley after Article 370 was removed in August 

2019. The Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai, was responding to a question by Vishambhar Prasad 

Nishad (SP), Chhaya Verma (Congress) and Ram Nath Thakur (JD–U).  
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According to the minister, “The number of Kashmiri Pandits and other Hindus killed by the terrorists in 

Jammu and Kashmir from August 5, 2019 to March 24,2022 stood at 14.” These killings have been 

reported from “Anantnag, Srinagar, Pulwama and Kulgam districts in the Valley”. This is a tragic rise as 

since 2017, as many as 11 such killings were reported.  

However, the Kashmiri Pandits who continue to live in the Valley said the spurt in the violent attacks since 

March is what they “feared” since the polarising film The Kashmir Files was released. Sanjay Tickoo, 

President of the Kashmiri Pandit Sangharsh Samiti (KPSS), is a well known community leader who never 

left the valley and is at the forefront of demanding rights and protection for the minority. In March he had 

shared his apprehensions that this film, that was not being screened in the union territory and was being 

watched in its pirated form, will only work to “polarise communities, spread hate, and even fuel violence 

that people of Jammu and Kashmir, and elsewhere do not want repeated ever again.”  

 

 e. “Kashmir Files”-Half Truths and falsehoods galore  

Major weapon of sectarian nationalism is to spread misconceptions and create hate against the religious 

minorities. This process which has been going on since long has now got a new tool, a film, “Kashmir Files”. 

As such misconceptions against minorities are based on half truths, selective truths, lies and this film is 

another addition to that. The slogans-misconceptions against religious minorities have gone through 

various phases.  

This film ‘Kashmir files’ (KF) tries to put the blame of Pandits exodus 1990 on Kashmiri Muslims and blames 

the parties like National Conference and Congress for the same. It depicts the murders of Kashmiri pundits 

selectively and resorts to falsehoods to harp its point.  

In one of the scene during the curfew school girls are shown in school uniforms! Late Squadron Leader 

Ravi Khanna’s widow points this out and says there are falsehoods in the film. Omar Abdullah summed up 

the partisanship of the film, “Many false things have been shown in 'The Kashmir Files' movie. When the 

Kashmiri Pandits left the valley, Farooq Abdullah was not the chief minister. Jagmohan was the Governor 

of Jammu and Kashmir. VP Singh's government was at the Centre, supported by the BJP," Abdullah said. 

“Why wasn't VP Singh's government and BJP shown in the film? It is not right to play with facts. We 

condemn the killings of Kashmiri Pandits. But didn't Kashmiri Muslims and Sikhs lose their lives?” 

Kashmir, the land of Kashmiriyat (Synthesis of Vedant, Budhhism and Sufi traditions) (Land of Nooruddin 

Norani aka Nund Rishi and Lal Dedh) has been mired in the pain of alienation turned into militancy, which 

took the lives of Hindus and Muslims both. After India got freedom Kashmir’s Maharaja Harisingh decided 

to remain independent. Jinnah wanted J&K to merge with Pakistan as it was a Muslim majority state. The 

tribal sent by Pakistan were backed by the Pakistan army. In the face of this aggression, Harisingh’s 

representative and Sheikh Abdullah the President of National Conference, the major party of Kashmir, 

approached Government of India to send Indian army to counter the aggression of Pakistan.  

https://www.sabrangindia.in/article/what-we-feared-sanjay-tickoo-rising-attacks-kashmir-march
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/the-kashmir-files-distorts-facts-says-omar-on-film-about-kashmiri-pandit-exodus-101647602857683.html
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India agreed to send the army and the agreement was that Kashmir will accede to India with full 

autonomy, article 370, which gave all the powers to Kashmir Assembly except in matters of defense, 

communication, currency and external affairs. Indian army halted the march of Pakistan army but by then 

1/3rd of Kashmir was occupied by Pakistan. As matter went to UN, UN’s verdict was that referendum 

should be held in Kashmir with the options that Kashmir can remain Independent, or merge with India or 

Pakistan. The referendum was to be held under UN supervision. The condition was that Pakistan will 

vacate its aggression and India will reduce its military presence in the area. Pakistan did not vacate the 

aggression, plebiscite was not held. 

Sheikh Abdullah was deeply impressed by Gandhi and Nehru, whom he regarded as stars of secularism. 

With Gandhi’s murder by Godse and Shyama Prasad Mukherjee’s insisting on forcible merger of Kashmir 

to India, Sheikh Abdullah was shaken and started a rethink about the accession. He was arrested and put 

behind bars for 17 years. This is what initiated the process of alienation in Kashmir. This process was 

intensified as autonomy was trampled by and by. In 1965, the Kashmir’s Prime Minister’s status was 

reduced to Chief Minister and Sadar-E-Riyasat was changed to Governor. 

The alienated youth started and intensified their protests. They were duly helped by Pakistan in supply of 

weapons. The initial protests were on the grounds of Kashmiriyat. With Zia Ul Haq’s Islamization and rise 

of radical Islam, planted by the American project to raise Al Qaeda-Taliban to fight against the Russian 

occupation of Afghanistan, the radical Islam started dominating the area. 

In late 1980s the militants changed their track from Kashmiriyat to Anti-India and then Anti Hindu. While 

the political establishment kept changing hands; youth were disgruntled also due to lack of jobs and 

economic development. After the hanging of Maqbul Bhatt, many youth left for Pakistan for training in 

terrorism. JKLF was mainly talking of Kashmiriyat and Azadi, Hijbul Mujahideen gradually became more 

dominant and was pro Pakistan and anti Hindu. 

The initial murders were those of pro India elements, Maulana Masud, Abdul Ghani, Wali Ahmad Bhatt 

were done to death. Gulam Nabi Azad’s nephew was abducted. Respectable doctor and thinker Abdul 

Guru was murdered. Rubiya Saeed; daughter of Mufti Mohammad Saeed, the Home minster was 

abducted. The V P Singh Government signed on the dotted lines of terrorists and released many of the 

dangerous terrorists, worsening the atmosphere. Neelkanth Ganjoo, the judge who had pronounced 

death penalty on Maqbool Bhatt, Tikalal Takloo, the BJP leader and Premnath Bhat (Journalist) were killed 

brutally. The militants turned their guns against Pandits. Threats to them, asking them to leave the valley 

started being blared from mosques. Similar leaflets also appeared. Pandit community was in the grip of 

fear.    

With re-appointment of Jagmohan (19 January 1990) as the Governor, Farooq Abdullah resigned. On the 

same night the security forces searched the houses of nearly 300 people and dragged them mercilessly to 

the police stations. As a protest thousands came out on the streets and they were fired upon. Nearly 50 

protesters died in the worst massacre in Gau Kadal. 

The task of the state was to provide protection to the intimidated community and to combat the militants. 

Jagmohan took another route, he promised Pandits safe exit to Jammu camps. The rumor was that he 
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wanted to have the valley free from Pandits so that he could unleash strong repressive measures against 

Muslims. 

The local Muslims were mostly against the migration of Muslims. We need to distinguish between 

Pakistan trained militants and local Muslims. Jagmohan generalized all Muslims being against Pandits and 

this film does the same. As 3.5 Lakh Pandits migrated, close to 50000 Muslims also had to leave. Can this 

be called genocide? Genocide means a violence to finish the race off. In the killings by militants the official 

figures are (RTI inquiry- 27/11/2021)-Pandits 89, others 1635 (Muslims mainly and also Sikhs and 

personnel of security forces).  

The way film has been made creates anti Muslim hysteria. India has seen massacre of Muslims (Nellie, 

Mumbai, Gujarat, Delhi) of Sikhs (Delhi) all these in thousands. Films made on Gujarat massacre Perzania 

was not permitted to be screened in Gujarat. That film made us think and not incite. The KF just selectively 

shows violence against Hindus and presents local Muslims as collaborators in that. Half truth and 

falsehood combined!  The responses in cinema houses are alarming. The crowds are giving dangerous 

slogans. Do we need such films which are one sided, based on half truth and some falsehoods and 

promote Hate? 

Omar Abdulla’s vision is on the dot when he says, “The pain & suffering of 1990 & after cannot be undone. 

The way Kashmiri Pandits had their sense of security snatched from them & had to leave the valley is a 

stain on our culture of Kashmiriyat. We have to find ways to heal divides & not add to them.” 

After 1990, BJP led NDA has been in power for nearly 14 years. Earlier Manmohan Singh Government 

started many schemes for Pandits, What has BJP led Government done to rehabilitate them is a matter of 

introspection. Using them as a political tool is totally unwarranted. What we need is to give justice and 

rehabilitate the victims of violence, Pandits as well as others. 
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(11) 

AGENDA IN EDUCATION: SCIENCE 
 
 

A: Education as ground for indoctrination 

In its recommendation to NCERT, Shiksha Sanskriti Uthan Nyas, an RSS affiliate asked for removal of 

English, Urdu and Arabic words, the thoughts of Rabindranath Tagore; extracts from painter M F Husain’s 

autobiography; references to the Mughal emperors as benevolent, to the BJP as a “Hindu” party, an 

apology tendered by former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh over the 1984 riots; and a sentence that 

“nearly 2,000 Muslims were killed in Gujarat in 2002”. (25th July 2017) As such these recent 

recommendations to NCERT are continuation of the same agenda which is working for its goal of Hindu 

Rashtra. (1) 

Education has been the major area of work for RSS all through. Since it has a view of Nationalism which is 

opposed to the concept of Indian Nationalism, it already had made lot of efforts to promote its views 

through Shakhas, through Sarswati Shishu Mandirs and through Ekal Schools. It has set up organizations 

to influence the policies in the field of education like Vidya Bharati. It has also started putting its followers 

in the top positions in Universities and major research institutes of the country. The previous BJP led NDA 

regime had already started the process of saffronization by changing the school books and by introducing 

courses like Paurohitya (priest craft) and Karmakand (rituals). (2) The attempt to bring in their viewpoint 

on ancient, medieval and modern history have been intensified during last few years (from 2014) with BJP 

being in the seat of power. RSS leaders have been interacting with MHRD ministry to overall change the 

education system. One can say that the gradual changes in education and forthcoming education policy 

by BJP is aimed to bringing it in tune with globalization, privatization along with Hindutva agenda of 

Manuwad. 

The type of education being introduced aims to change the thinking pattern of the coming generations. 

The goal is to instill a pattern in consonance with the Brahminical norms, to promote orthodox medieval 

mind set and to undermine the scientific temper. Now in a recent meeting their leaders are saying that 

the past governments have written history and other subjects the way they wanted. It was their history. 

Now it's time to teach genuine history and take the education system in the right direction. Their aim is 

to introduce “Project Bhartiyakaran” in education. 

Already there are signs that RSS volunteers are out to change the total education system and the content 

of history, social science and other books. Already a set of nine books authored by Mr. Dinanath Batra of 

Shiksha Bachao Abhiyan Samiti an RSS affiliate, have been translated in to Gujarati and introduced in 

42000 schools in Gujarat. This may be a trial run before doing similar things at larger scale. Union minister 

M Venkaiah Naidu explicitly stated as early as last year (June 23, 2013) that “it (the BJP) will change 

textbook syllabi, if it returns to power”. (3) Batra wants a nationalistic education system has to be 

developed to address the requirements and through this we have to develop a young generation that is 

committed to Hindutva and nationalism. 

http://indianexpress.com/about/manmohan-singh
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Similar distortions in medieval period have been made part of the curriculum. Now it is being said that 

the Qutub Minar was built by emperor Samudragupta and its real name was Vishnu Stambha. At another 

level, the battles for power between Shivaji and Afzal Khan, the battle between Akbar and Maharana 

Pratap, Guru Govind Singh and Aurangzeb, are being given a religious color. The syncretic traditions, the 

core of spirit of India, are being sidelined and sectarianism is at the forefront in this version of history. 

These changes have come under scholarly criticism from the professional, progressive, secular historians. 

Even earlier when previous NDA regime made similar changes in books, the term ‘Saffronisation of 

education’ for this presentation of history was used. Now this process is being done very blatantly. This 

ideological understanding of RSS, that all the kings who fought against Muslim rulers are Hindu 

nationalists. It’s a total distortion of understanding of history as kings did not fight for religion; their fights 

were for power and wealth. And kings of same religion also had running battles with each other. It seems 

RSS is out to create not just history but a whole knowledge system running parallel to its worldview of 

sectarian nationalism. 

The Modi administration’s intervention in the field of culture and education has began right away. Prof 

Sudarshan Rao has been appointed as the Chair of ICHR; Prof Rao upholds the virtues of caste system and 

points out that there were no complaints against this system. (5) Prof. Rao’s central concern is to establish 

the historicity of epics like Ramayan and Mahabharat. Rao is also president of the “Akhil Bharatiya Itihas 

Sankalan Yojana” (ABISY), something which is close to the agenda of BJP and RSS. 

 On a totally different wavelength RSS combine, who are working for the goal of Hindu Rashtra, has set up 

Sarswati Shishu Mandirs, which along with other institutions set up by this combine are schools 

propagating the World view of Hindu nationalism. They have been making news off and on for the content 

of their curriculum. (6) The demonization of Muslim kings, glorification of Hindu kings, spread of Islam by 

sword, the conspiracy of Christian missionaries, the unsuitability of secularism for our country, the folly 

of Gandhi-Nehru in imposing western secularism on India are the regular part of the syllabus of these 

schools. Additionally caste gender-biases and glorification of nationalism of Hitler and Mussolini are the 

ground on which these children are raised. (7) It is this combination which makes the students of these 

schools to look at Muslim and Christians differently. It is due to this that Gandhi and Nehru are looked 

down by the products of these schools. 

  

Their curriculum distorts the history to create dislike for religious minorities and also, undermines rational 

thinking and scientific temper and promotes the mythology of ‘We have been the World teachers, 

equipped with all the wisdom and scientific achievements like plastic surgery, aviation science or stem 

cell technology.’ These notions are being made to seep in the society very subtly and deeply; adding to 

the foundation of sectarianism which have be part of RSS propaganda. (8) It is not a religious education 

so to say; it is motivated by the political agenda of sectarian nationalism. 

  

 

 

 

https://www.countercurrents.org/comm-angana1121103.htm
https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-ideology-of-RSS-Why-do-they-spread-hatred-towards-Muslims
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B. Forays into Science: Magic of mythological fiction 

What is Mr. Modi’s understanding of science and human body, which he spelt while talking at the 

inauguration of a hospital in Mumbai? It very frightening to imagine that head of the Government, which 

is going to make the policies in the area of science, has distorted understanding of science, mythology and 

human body in particular. And these are the policies which have already started influencing and shaping 

our education system and policies in matters of science teaching and research. 

Medical science has unfolded many of the mysteries of human body with all its complexity; its immune 

systems; blood groups, bio-compatibility and what have you. A mere thought that Lord Ganesha could 

carry an elephant head if taken logically will lead you to so many questions. If the head is severed from 

the body; for how many minutes one can survive? The head houses the brain with higher centers for 

control of breathing and heart pumping, so how long can one remain a recipient for other organs, and 

that too the head of an elephant? What is the difference in the immune system of human body and 

elephant? Even while transplanting Kidney to one human being to another there are battery of tests 

carried on meticulously to assess the compatibility between recipient and the donor. So there was all this 

paraphernalia in ancient India, if Mr. Modi is to be believed? 

A mass delivered from uterus; can it be divided into 100 pieces? What micro surgery is required for 

splitting the fertilized ovum? Can uterus be located near ear? One is sure all these questions must have 

cropped up in the minds of the doctors, who had the privilege of listening to their Prime Minister when 

he was inaugurating their hospital. They heard, “We can feel proud of what our country achieved in 

medical science at one point of time. We all read about Karna in Mahabharata. If we think a little more, 

we realize that Mahabharata says Karna was not born from his mother’s womb. This means that genetic 

science was present at that time. That is why Karna could be born outside his mother’s womb… We 

worship Lord Ganesh. There must have been some plastic surgeon at that time, which got an elephant’s 

head on the body of a human being and began the practice of plastic surgery”. (9) 

It was by all accounts ancient India was a pastoral society or beginning of agricultural times, with hunting 

stage still lurking somewhere. The facts are very different from the utterances of the PM.  

As understood with great pain and scientific enterprise the fictions of mythology of Mahabharata or 

Ramayana do not stand even a chance of being actualized. All this requires a huge infrastructure, scientific 

knowledge of the body, physics, astronomy, and myriad other components of knowledge which have been 

growing from the past but have taken definitive contours in last few centuries only. Even with all these 

achievements in the field of science none of these ‘glorious achievements’ can even be dreamt of even 

today. The World of science has taken giant strides and built up on the cumulative knowledge of human 

society as a whole. Surely there are many contributions which came up in ancient India, and they need to 

be underlined, and their wisdom and logical method highlighted. These are the ones related to Charak 

Samhita (Medical science), Sushrut (Surgical techniques), contributions of Aryabhatt in astronomy and 

discovery of zero among myriad such contributions. What is important is to build a method of thinking 
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and logic which take us to the next step of the knowledge, ultimately leading to techniques and 

applications, which in turn can be enhance the existing scientific knowledge. (10) 

It’s not that it’s only in our country that such mythological fantasies developed. All old civilizations have 

such interesting myths. In Egypt, in prehistoric times the tales of Cleopatra tell us that she had belief, like 

probably many other Egyptians, in the supreme power of many gods who had animal’s heads, like Baboon 

God head Hedj-Wer and Annubis the jackal headed God. In Greek mythology, Chinese mythology and 

many other traditions such fictional characters do exist.  

While some can believe in Lord Ram’s travel in Pushpak Viman or someone else travelling on a flying mat, 

if those in power believe in this the danger of public money and state funds being diverted for ‘research’ 

in these fantasies is very frightening. One recalls that during Zia Ul Haq’s regime in one of the conferences 

on how to solve the power shortage, encouraged by the atmosphere where it is supposed that all 

knowledge is already there in our holy books, one ‘scientist’ presented a ‘research paper’ which argued 

that jinns are an infinite source of energy and that should be harnessed to solve the power crisis! 

Mercifully, one hopes that state did not allocate funds for such a research! (11) There cannot be anything 

like a Hindu science or a Muslim science! 

While individuals can harbor the reality of mythology, the matters will be difficult if the Chief of state and 

ruling party leaders have belief in these fictions being part of History. That will be a big set back to the 

progress of scientific, rational thinking and enterprise. This combination of mythology, religion and politics 

will make the matters worse. Many competing mythologies will be struggling with each other for their 

acceptance and encouraged by such utterances the power of jinn’s and plastic surgery for Lord Ganesha 

will have field day. 

C. Can Science survive the onslaught blind faith? 

"Why are students not taught that before the Wright brothers, an Indian called Shivkar Bapuji Talpade 

was the first to invent the airplane? This person invented the plane eight years before the Wright brothers. 

Are our students taught these things in IITs or not? They should be," These are the gems from our MHRD 

minister, Satyapal Singh while speaking at an award ceremony. (12) Such utterances have matching 

policies which are influencing the direction of our research-teaching in the field of science and technology. 

Not too long ago, minister of Science and Technology Harsh Vardhan formed a high level committee to 

undertake research and to promote the benefits of Panchgavya. (13)This Panchgavya is a mixture of cow’s 

urine, dung, milk, curd and ghee (purified butter). IIT Delhi will be the nodal institution for ‘research’ in 

this. 

 

There are reports that MP government has plans to set up astro-OPD (Out Patient Department), 

consultation centers, where the astrologers will be giving the predictions about their illness to the 

patients. This is planned to be done under the aegis of the state sponsored institution in Bhopal. The 

Uttarakhand Government, in collaboration with AYUSH of Ministry of Health, has started the hunt 

for magical Sanjivani booti. (14) This mythological herb was the one for which Lord Hanuman had to fly 

with the whole mountain as Lord Ram’s younger brother, Laxman, had become unconscious. The 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/wright-brothers-who-indian-invented-aeroplane-says-union-minister-satya-pal-singh-1752922
https://thewire.in/158335/government-appoints-panchgavya-research-panel-rss-vhp-members/
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-govt-begins-hunt-for-mythical-herb-sanjeevani-booti/story-8Iy9Xs4bFJHGUlg9yupcLN.html
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prestigious IIT Kharagpur is not only planning to introduce Vastu Shastra in their undergraduate teaching 

program but also have a center for Vaastu Shastra, which is advising people to install the statues of Lord 

Ganesh and Lord Hanuman in front of their houses to ward off the evils. (15) 

 

These magical-fictional things have been making their ways into the school books being introduced by BJP 

governments in different states. Mr. Dinanath Batra’s book Tejonmay Bharat is an example. The book 

teaches the students 

““America wants to take 

the credit for invention of 

stem cell research, but the 

truth is that India’s Dr 

Balkrishna Ganpat 

Matapurkar has already 

got a patent for 

regenerating body 

parts…You would be 

surprised to know that 

this research is not new 

and that Dr Matapurkar 

was inspired by the 

Mahabharata. Kunti had a 

bright son like the Sun 

itself. When Gandhari, 

who had not been able to conceive for two years, learnt of this, she underwent an abortion. From her 

womb a huge mass of flesh came out. (Rishi) Dwaipayan Vyas was called. He observed this hard mass of 

flesh and then he preserved it in a cold tank with specific medicines. He then divided the mass of flesh 

into 100 parts and kept them separately in 100 tanks full of ghee for two years. After two years, 100 

Kauravas were born of it. On reading this, he (Matapurkar) realized that stem cell was not his invention. 

This was found in India thousands of years ago. (16) 

The mythology is becoming the basis of science. While mythology has beauty of a fiction; to regard it as 

true defies the scientific spirit, the spirit of scientific temper. On similar lines the assertion is that we had 

Television as Sanjay narrated the battle of Mahabharata to Vyas, or that since Lord Ram used Pushak 

viman, so the aeronautical technology was in vogue. These defy all common sense. One has to know that 

to develop that level of such technology one needs advanced infrastructure in various disciples of science. 

Such a development comes in to being only from eighteenth century onwards. 

 

No doubt ancient India has massive contribution to science, but to regard that we had all science and 

technology in toe is an ideological manipulation to construct ‘our’ greatness’. Ideologues of freedom 

movement came to emphasis on scientific temper, which should be foundation of India and this got 

enshrined in our Constitution. Muslim Nationalism and Hindu nationalism saw history as that of great 

https://www.quora.com/Is-the-Indian-constitution-the-only-constitution-in-the-world-that-talks-about-developing-scientific-temper
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kings belonging to particular religion, and their scriptures having all the knowledge. Today Hindu 

nationalists occupying the seats of power are out to destroy the gains of scientific achievements during 

last several decades and bring in faith based fantasies in the area of scientific enquiry, knowledge and 

technology. This is a retrograde move. (17) 

 

It is precisely in protest against this that we saw scientists rational thinkers took to streets on 9th August 

to emphasize that pseudo science should not be permitted in the areas of research and scientific learning. 

These multicity protests also called for enhancement of budget for science and education. (18) The 

distinction between science and pseudo-sconce is clear and obvious; science encourages being 

questioned and criticized, while pseudo science resorts to hearsay, faith and suppresses dissent. In a 

country where huge gains have been made due to scientific temper, it is pertinent that we uphold polices 

laid down in our constitution which calls for promotion of scientific temper. We need to bypass the 

utterances of the likes of Satya Pal Singh and his cabal as far as formulation of national policies of scientific 

research and education are concerned.     

D. Future of Scientific Enterprise  

With Indian independence and coming of Indian Constitution; the foundations for progress in the society 

were laid. This was to be for an all out progress and the basis of this was the principles of scientific temper. 

This process was guided by the architect of modern India, Jawaharlal Nehru. We saw the surge of the 

institutions which contributed to the progress of the country; with great contributions of Indian scientists. 

There were flaws and weaknesses, of course, but the direction was a rational one, direction was that of 

scientific approach. This fulfilled the clause of the Article 51a of the Indian constitution which enjoins upon 

citizens the “fundamental duty” to develop “the scientific temper”. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party and its leaders, who are currently ruling and dictating the direction of scientific 

research and development, seem to have different ideas. While we have good foundations in all round 

areas of science and technology be it the area of basic science and technology, health, atomic energy, 

space science and what have you, it seems that currently direction being pursued by ruling dispensation 

is putting the things in the reverse gear. 

During last seventy odd years the way our institutions have developed we can see their massive all round 

contribution in most areas of science and technology, though one can add, things could have been better. 

The inkling of this retrograde direction began with the previous BJP led NDA Government when Murali 

Manohar Joshi, the then MHRD minister introduced courses like astrology and Paurohitya (rituals) in 

Universities. In continuation with this pattern Dr. Satya Pal Singh, who is currently minster in MHRD, 

recently stated that Darwin’s theory is wrong as our ancestors did not mention that they saw ape turning 

into man in our scriptures. He was duly backed up by the RSS ideologue turned BJP leader Ram Madhav. 

(19) 

Theory of evolution has been one of the turning point discoveries of science, based on the painfully 

collected evidence by Darwin for a period of decades. As science is not based on faith there is always a 

scope to fill the gaps of knowledge of the original discoverer, and that’s how science develops. In contrast 
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to the methods of science, the fundamentalists harp that all knowledge is already there in the Holy 

Scriptures, the word of almighty. Singh-Joshi-Ram Madhav clone is not the only ones’ in this retrograde 

thinking. The Christian fundamentalists went on to counter the theory of Darwin by putting together 

‘Creation science’ and similarly Islamic fundamentalists like Zakir Naik also dismiss this theory on frivolous 

grounds. (20) 

Singh’s statement has been very disturbing for the scientific community in India. A large number of them 

expressed their anguish in a letter, which they sent to the Minister. The letter says that the minister’s 

statement was simplistic and misleading. “There is plentiful and undeniable scientific evidence to the fact 

that humans and the other great apes and monkeys had a common ancestor.” The letter further says that 

the minister’s claim that the Vedas contain answers to all questions is exaggerated and “is an insult to the 

genuine research work on history of Indian scientific traditions”. (21) 

  

“When a minister working for the human resource development in the country makes such claims, it 

harms the scientific community’s efforts to propagate scientific thoughts and rationality through critical 

education and modern scientific research,” reads the letter. “It also diminishes the image of the country 

at the global level and reduces faith of the international historical research community in the genuine 

research by the Indian researchers.” 

  

At equally interesting level is the understanding of the Chief of Indian Council of Historical Research, Y. 

Sudarshan. As per him reading of the Hindu epic Mahabharata can make us infer that the weapons 

described in them were the result of atomic fission and/or fusion. He also claims that stem cell research 

was there in Iron Age India. (22) 

It is not difficult to imagine that with this pattern of thinking among policy makers our science policy will 

get a strong jolt. Currently on most of issues the policy has been to encourage research and funding on 

topics, which are purely based on figments of imagination. Huge top level funding has recently been 

announced for Panchgavya. The efforts to prove that Ram Setu (Adam’s bridge), bridge between India and 

Srilanka was for real and was built by Lord Ram with the help of Monkey army; are also on. In matters of 

History efforts are on to prove the existence of River Sarswati, to prove historicity of the epics like 

Ramayana and Mahabharata are among the few of them. 

The twin processes involved here are to claim that all the knowledge is already there in our scriptures and 

that science-technology research and development should be along those lines. Second is to claim that all 

discoveries have their roots here in India, more so in India before the coming of Christians and Muslims. 

This seems to be running in parallel with identifying India with Hindus and Hinduism alone. One does feel 

that already during last many decades good foundation of scientific enterprises has been laid, the question 

is whether this community of scientists and Indian society at large will be able to resist these impositions 

on the march of direction of our science? Will our next generations be able to benefit from the rational 

thinking and achievements of science in coming times?       
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e. Undermining Democracy: Stifling Academic Institutions 

       State Repression of JNUSU and Unleashing of Street Violence 

Following the death of Rohith Vemula in the Hyderabad Central University (HCU), one of the most 

prestigious universities of the country, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), was targeted by the 

Government. The frightening things which happened in the HCU were just the beginning of the attack on 

the autonomy of universities, on free thinking in a democracy. Rohith was forced to kill himself by the 

machinations of the ABVP, which had brought pressure through a BJP MP on the Ministry of HRD to get 

Rohith expelled from the hostel and stop his fellowship. Similarly the local ABVP unit brought pressure 

through its usual channels to intimidate and stifle the democratically-elected Students’ Union in JNU. (23) 

 It is alleged that in JNU some anti-India pro-Pakistan slogans were shouted. There are confusing versions 

as to who did so. The truth of the video has come out: it was doctored. On the pretext of that Kanhiaya 

Kumar, the President of the JNUSU; was arrested and the charge of sedition was slapped on him. Now 

Kumar is a member of the AISF, the student wing of the CPI, which is opposed to the separatist pro-

Pakistan stance and in no way can Kanhaiya be part of the type of slogan-shouting which is supposed to 

have taken place. The original video also makes this clear. He neither shouted the slogans nor can anybody 

be arrested on the charge of shouting the slogans. The constitutional position, as clarified by noted jurist 

Soli Sorabjee, is that incitement to violence alone can be termed anti-national. 

How come the Delhi Police entered the campus? The Vice-Chancellor, a BJP appointee, is indulging in 

double-speak on the issue. On TV he stated that he will be the last person to call the police into the 

campus. The investigation shows that he wrote letters to the police calling upon them to take suitable 

action. The Delhi Police, working under Home Minister Rajnath Singh, went on recklessly to put the charge 

of sedition against Kumar. The lawyers in the court indulged in violence against those who looked like JNU 

students. One BJP MLA was involved in mercilessly beating up a CPI activist. This MLA also said that had 

he got a gun he would have shot those raising anti-India slogans. One journalist was also attacked by BJP 

supporters. The same violence was repeated by lawyers the following day as well and when Kanhaiya was 

being brought to the court he was also beaten up. Kanhaiya was granted bail, and later the police 

withdrew the case on the ground that they do not have evidence! (24) 

Now what is happening is a blatant attack by the RSS-controlled ABVP-BJP to crush the democratic secular 

voices in the country. As in the Rohith Vemula case, the ABVP has become emboldened to call all those 

opposing their politics as anti-national as it is getting the state support to intimidate the voices for social 

justice, that is, the progressive voices. BJP-affiliated organizations are creating a mass hysteria around the 

word ‘anti-national’. All those who don’t endorse the ‘RSS-promoted Hindutva nationalism’ are being 

called anti-national. Prashant Bhushan calls it a fascist onslaught. 

 

All this constitutes a big erosion of the values and practices which India has been nourishing. The RSS 

combine is seeing present times as an opportunity to wipe out all the norms and ethos of democratic 

culture and dissenting voices. It is a matter of shame that the police lacks the spine and professionalism 

and arrests the likes of Kanhaiya Kumar. 
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Rahul Gandhi, who went to the JNU campus and showed solidarity with the students, was greeted with 

black flags and stones were thrown at him in Lucknow. Those agitating said that they were very angry as 

Rahul was sympathizing with anti-nationals. The MLA, who beat up the CPI worker, also said that anti-

national activities were going on and so he was showing his anger against those who shouted the pro-

Pakistan slogans. In TV debates the BJP spokespersons have been harping on the same slogans and the 

social media is resorting to a similar language. 

 The argument was uniformly advanced by the Delhi lawyers for taking law into their own hands to those 

indulging in violence, from the Ministers and top BJP leaders to those resorting to street violence. The 

second observation is that JNU students have been demonized through the propaganda as being anti-

national, and JNU being the den of anti-India activities. One recalls that all this demonization of JNU 

started with this government coming to power. The RSS affiliates, VHP etc. took marches to the JNU gate 

to protest against the anti-national JNU students and faculty. (25) 

 Both these arguments in a way show the deeper agenda. The anti-national rhetoric has been created to 

generate a mass hysteria against those disagreeing with the BJP’s politics. The resorting to violence on 

this pretext clearly shows that this is a concerted effort to browbeat the practices and ideas which are not 

in keeping with the RSS-BJP mindset. This hysteria was been created to distract attention from the social 

movement building up around the death of Rohith Vemula. The all-round anger on the Rohith issue had 

put the BJP on the back foot.  

The mass hysteria generated around alleged ‘anti-India slogans’ led to street violence. This is an attempt 

on the part of the BJP associates to wrest the initiative away from the movement which built around 

Rohith. Apart from the attempt to abolish the autonomy of universities, this is also an effort to sidetrack 

the issue of Dalits. The latter has also been reflected in the resignation of three dalit office-bearers of the 

ABVP in JNU. These office-bearers in their letter point to their dissatisfaction with the government-BJP-

ABVP interference in JNU affairs and their attitude of undermining the Dalit issue as reflected in their 

approach to the death of Rohith. 

The demonisation of JNU again is on purpose. This institution has reflected the democratic spirit, the 

freedom of thought, and the progressive values, all of which are an anathema to the agenda represented 

by ABVP-BJP. They want to abolish the autonomy of academic institutions as reflected in their policies in 

the case of FTTI, IIT Madras, IIT Delhi and HCU, to name a few. JNU was a particular target due to its 

outstanding contribution to the high level of scholarship and adherence to progressive secular values. The 

concerted move by the ruling dispensation and its political associates to create a mass hysteria around 

anti-nationalism and to erode the image of a progressive institution like JNU is an attack on the principles 

of democracy in the country. (26) 

The courts did exonerate Kanhaiya Kumar as police backed out. Still it has unleashed the mass hysteria 

and street violence on the pretext of anti-India slogans. The massive rallies of students demanding the 

release of Kumar, calling upon the government not to interfere in the autonomy of universities and 
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opposing the demonization of JNU drew a massive response. The ABVP and its family in a recalcitrant 

manner mobilized its cadres all through the country to protest against ‘anti-nationalism’. Those who were 

part of the JNU students meeting at the university have condemned the anti-India pro-Pakistan slogans.  
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(12) 

HINDU COMMUNAL HISTORIOGRAPHY 
 

A. Political Ideology and Interpretation of History 

Our sub continent, which has a common past; shares its history, there are diverse ways of looking at the 

same history by groups belonging to different political ideologies. With the change of Government in 

Delhi, the leading institutions are having a major policy shift, organizations like Indian Council of Historical 

Research, National Council for Education, Research and Training amongst others, as they have got heads 

whose qualification is not excellence in their disciplines but their proximity to ideology of ruling 

dispensation. These are the institutions which delve in to history, education and most of the disciplines 

related to social sciences. The change of the policy is guided by BJP’s parent organization, RSS whose 

political ideology is Hindu nationalism in contrast to the values of Indian Constitution, the one of Indian 

Nationalism. To give an indication of the same RSS Chief (Sarsanghchalak) stated (March 3, 2015) that 

Indian history should be saffronised. To back him up BJP leader and ex Minister of MHRD Murli Manohar 

Joshi said that the call to saffronise Indian history is necessary and the concerned Minister should feel 

proud in saffronising the history books. (1) 

What is saffronisation of History books? This term was coined by the progressive rational historians and 

intellectuals to criticize the move of same Dr. Joshi when he was minister of Human Resource 

Development, the ministry which also deals with education, in Vajpayee led NDA Government (1998) and 

had brought serious changes in the curriculum, education and social science-history books. The books 

which were introduced during his tenure had statements like, it is because we are the children of Manu 

that we are known as manushya or manav (human), scientists consider plants as inanimate, while the 

Hindus consider them as animate and to have life, on refusing to accept Islam Banda Bairagi had the heart 

of his son thrust down his throat, Sati is presented as a Rajput tradition that we should be proud of etc. 

Similar distortions in medieval period are; Qutub Minar was built by emperor Samudragupta and its real 

name was Vishnu Stambha. (2) At another level the battles for power between Shivaji and Afzal Khan, the 

battle between Akbar and Maharana Pratap, Guru Govind Singh and Aurangzeb has been given religious 

color. 

 

These changes came under scholarly criticism from the professional, progressive, secular historians. They 

coined the term ‘Saffronisation of education’ for this presentation of history. In the face of the criticism 

the same Murali Manohar Joshi said that the changes in the history books are not saffronisation, its mere 

correcting the distortions in the history (April 2003) Now turning around due to newer political equations; 

he is owning the same term, saffronisation, as a matter of pride. 

 

It was British who introduced the Communal historiography in India. This historiography is a way of looking 

at the historical phenomenon through the lens of religion. The same history in a modified way was picked 

up by the Hindu and Muslim communalists. In sum and substance, Hindu communalists, Hindu 

Nationalists presented that India was a Hindu nation from times immemorial and Muslims and Christians 
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and Muslims are foreigners here. The Muslim communal history begins history from the invasion of Sindh 

by Mohammad bin Kasim bin in 8th century and claims that Muslims were the rulers of this land so British 

should hand over power to them once they leave. A version of this prevails in Pakistan History books 

today. (3) 

In contrast; those identifying with secular, democratic Indian national movement presented a view of 

history where religion of King was not the main determining factor of his policies. This view was also 

presented by the leader of freedom movement, Mahatma Gandhi. In his book Hind Swaraj he writes, “The 

Hindus flourished under Moslem sovereigns and Moslems under the Hindu. Each party recognized that 

mutual fighting was suicidal, and that neither party would abandon its religion by force of arms. Both 

parties, therefore, decided to live in peace. With the English advent quarrels recommenced… Should we 

not remember that many Hindus and Mohammedans own the same ancestors and the same blood runs 

through their veins? Do people become enemies because they change their religion? Is the God of the 

Mohammedan different from the God of the Hindu? Religions are different roads converging to the same 

point. What does it matter that we take different roads so long as we reach the same goal? Wherein is 

the cause of quarreling?” (4) 

After getting independence, in India while the British introduced pattern continued for some time, 

gradually serious historical research and rational approach started entering the history books. Along with 

formation of NCERT, the books with rational viewpoint did replace the ones’ with communal 

interpretation, in schools, which were having NCERT curriculum. With the coming to power of BJP led 

National Democratic Alliance from 1998, Dr. Joshi brought in the communalization of curriculum and 

saffronisation of education. With NDA’s defeat in 2004, the Congress led UPA came to power and it 

gradually and to some extent, restored the spirit of scientific temper and rational thought in education 

and to some extent scrapped communal version of history in books. The communal version of history in 

a way is a fiction suiting the political agenda of ‘Religious nationalism’, whether in Pakistan or India. So 

Here in India a Taj Mahal becomes Tejo Mahalay, a Shiv Temple and the freedom struggle is presented as 

a religious was against Muslims, Muslim kings are blamed for destruction of temples and spreading of 

Islam by sword. The divisive mind set is promoted for political goals. In books in Pakistan Muslim Kings are 

Heroes and Hindu kings nobody! 

 

Apart from the official school text books as such RSS has been running a chain of schools, Sarswati Shishu 

Mandirs, Ekal Vidyalayas and Vidya Bharati, which are using the version of History. It is this version form 

RSS stable schools, which they are proposing for the state-run institutions. This is what will be a very 

divisive move for our plural country with immense diversity. (5)  

 
 

B. Manipulation of History for Social Engineering 
 
The agenda of Hindu nationalism is to polarize the communities along religious lines and to subjugate the 
lower castes within its gambit. The first major target of this politics was to demonize the Muslim kings as 
foreigners, aggressors, who tried to convert and due to whom the caste differences came up. Their second 
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component is to glorify Aryans and uphold Hindu mythology as history. Newer forays are being made to 
promote Branmanical values through their icons as well as to instill new icons to co-opt dalits and OBCs. 
 
One recalls that to instill Brahmanical norms Amit Shah the reigning BJP President through a tweet greeted 
the people on the occasion of Onam saying that this festival marks the birth of Vaman, the fifth avatar of 
Vishnu (September 2016). (6) At the same time RSS mouth piece Kesari carried an article which said that 
there is no reference or description in mythology books which can support the story that Mahabali was 
pushed to the netherworld by Vamana. According to their version there is no mention of Mahabali’s 
annual homecoming in the Malayalam month of Chingam. 
 
This is very much in contrast to popular understanding that Onam, a harvest festival is celebrated to mark 
the popular King Mahabali visiting them. Onam has assumed a syncretic dimension in Kerala while attempt 
of RSS is to give it an upper caste tilt by revoking Vishnu Avatar Vaman, who tried to push Mahabali in to 
netherworld. 
 

There is yet another dimension to use of History in contemporary times by RSS combine. In their newly 
renovated BJP office in UP there is a portrait looking like that of Rajput king Maha Rana Pratap, but in 
reality the portrait is that of an eleventh century king Suhel Dev. Maharaja Suheldev, is a little-known king, 
whom both Pasi and Bhar communities own. Over a period of time how has Suhel Dev come up to find 
place in BJP icons? In Baharaich in UP Amit Shah had unveiled a statue of Suheldev along with launching 
a book on him. He is being presented as a National hero who fought for independence. A train has also 
been started in his name, Suheldev Express. (7) 

To add to this UP Chief Minister Mr. Adiyanath Yogi, has announced (June 2017) that Suhel Dev’s statues 
will be installed in the Ambedkar Park along with existing statutes of Chatrapati Shahu, Jotirao Phule, 
Ambedkar, Kaknshiram and Mayawati. The park built by Mayawati Government will now have the statues 
of icon of other castes as well. While Mayawati had overdone the installing of statues, still they were an 
attempt to give dalit identity an honorable place in public memory. The present move comes with 
propagating a version of History which suits Hindu nationalism. About Suhel Dev what is being propagated 
is that he took on Salar Mahmood (Ghazi Miyan), a nephew of Mahmood Gazani, who had come to the 
region to settle, seeing its beautiful environment. 
 
As per Prof Badri Narayan (Fascinating Hindutva, Sage) the popular narrative is that Suhel Dev, was very 
tyrannical against Muslims and dalits. On insistence from the local people Salar Mahmood took on Suhal 
Dev and in the battle both the kings died. The dargah of Ghazi Miyan is located here where number of 
Hindus visit and popular understanding is that a visit to dargah helps them getting rid of diseases, 
particularly a bath in the lake located there eradicates leprosy. (8) 
 

In contrast, the story being popularized by RSS affiliates is that Ghazi Miyan was a foreign aggressor and 
Suhel Dev, to protect Hindu religion, engaged with him in a battle, losing his life in defense of Hindu 
religion. There was a mention of this king in Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his speech (August 2016). 
He hailed Suhel Dev as a king who protected cows and also used them in warfare by placing them in front 
of his army. (9) 

Here again the popular narrative as reflected in the visit of Hindus to the tomb of Ghazi Miyan shows that 
people see him in a positive light, the popular narrative has been twisted to give it a pro Hindutva angle 
in projecting Suhel Dev and now is deciding to honor him in various ways. In case of Suhel Dev there is a 
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twofold strategy, on one hand to present him as a Hindu icon against Islam and secondly to add to him on 
the icon of Pasi-Rajbhar communities for electoral and social goals. The goal is to create icons from each 
sub caste from among dalits, irrespective of whether they contributed to dalit uplift or not. This is to divide 
the dalit unity. This also adds a king to the number of icons they are trying to bring up. We need to 
remember that kings presided over a system of society based on hierarchy, in contrast to icons which are 
there in Ambedkar Park. These icons had done something to liberate the dalit community from caste 
slavery, to add to their struggles for equality in society. Kings are being brought forward mainly for identity 
politics. 

Since history is so much important to this nationalism, they will go to any extent to glorify the Hindu kings. 
The political system of kingdoms is not something which we can uphold today. Still for the sectarian 
nationalism the political structure and values of feudal times, the period of kingdoms is what they want 
to restore. It is in this direction that Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh said that Rana Pratap should be 
called great. To take the matters forward Rajasthan’s education minister Vasudev Devnani states that in 
the Haldighati battle, it was Rana Pratap who won. So far what was happening was giving an interpretation 
of events; now with likes of Mr. Devnani coming to the field even the events can be distorted to suit their 
political goals! Eric Hobsbawm correctly stated that ‘history is to nationalism what poppy is to opium 
addict!’ (10) 

 
C. Was Tipu Sultan a Freedom Fighter? 

  
 A fierce debate came up in Karnataka around the decision of the Government to celebrate Tipu Sultan’s 
anniversary on November 10, 2016. On a similar program last year three people, who were protesting, 
lost their lives. The opposition mainly from RSS-BJP and some other sections is that Tipu was a tyrant who 
got Kodvas massacred; got Catholics converted or killed and forced conversion of many Brahmins to Islam 
apart from destroying many Hindu temples. He is also accused of promoting Persian at the cost of 
Kannada. The arguments on the other side are that Tipu was a popular king, many plays and folk poems 
are prevalent all over the state about his bravery. As such he was the only King who got killed while fighting 
the British rulers. Popular play write Girish Karnad had gone to the extent of saying that Bangalore airport 
should be named after him for his contributions. Karnad also pointed out that had Tipu been a Hindu he 
would have been an honorable status like that of Shivaji in Maharashtra. (11) 
  
It is interesting to note that the current President of BJP in Karnataka B.S. Yeddyyurappa in 2010, when 
he walked out from BJP to form his own party, had adorned Tipu’s headgear and held a mock sword to 
appeal to the Muslim voters. Today he is in the lead of the protests which are going on against Tipu. 
Interestingly the Bharat Bharati series published by RSS in 1970s praises him as a patriot and heroic 
personality. Today he is being presented as a religious fanatic by the same forces. (12) The biases 
propagated by RSS combine also opposed the naming of a train in his name. This propaganda points out 
that he was a fanatic. It is alleged that his letters to his Generals, claimed to be in British possession now, 
show that he wrote that kafirs should be decimated. Similarly when Vijay Mallya bought the forty two 
inch long sword of Tipu in auction in London, lot of noise was created. There is no dearth of such periodic 
controversies being raked up around his name. Incidentally just a month ago, Ramnath Kovind, the 
President of India, who has a RSS background, was on a different trip. He praised Tipu by saying that “Tipu 
Sultan died a heroic death fighting the British. He was also a pioneer in the development and use of 
Mysore rockets in warfare.” (13) Many BJP spokespersons, uncomfortable with this statement, 
undermined the President by saying that false inputs were provided to Rashtrapati Bhavan by Karnataka 
Government. 

http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Vf1NtqrFgwovpBiA1QrZSO/Ram-Nath-Kovinds-praise-of-Tipu-Sultan-leaves-Karnataka-BJP.html
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 Who was Tipu Sultan? How did he contribute to the freedom movement? Tipu had inherited the Empire 
from his father Hyder Ali. Hyder and Tipu’s contribution to warfare technology is well documented. They 
had used missiles in their wars against British. His battles against British are legendary. Initially Hyder-Tipu 
duo was the major force against British colonial expansion in India. Tipu’s policies were not driven by 
religion. On the contrary there are accounts that he funded the Hindu mutts out of political considerations 
of winning loyalty of his subjects. Truth is that as he had taken the battle field against the British, they had 
strong reasons in demonizing him. 
  
One recalls that Tipu has been made popular through the 60 episode serial based on Bhagwan Gidwani’s 
script, the ‘Sword of Tipu Sultan’, which also focuses on the fight of Tipu against East India Company. He 
had corresponded with Marathas and Nizam of Hyderabad to dissociate themselves from the British 
forces as he felt that British are something very different and harmful for this region. (14) This policy of 
his led to battle against them. It was this battle in which he lost his life and immortalized him in the popular 
memory of Karnataka people. There are plays and popular songs in his memory (Lavanis). The public 
memory has been the reason for his being a major figure in Karnataka. 
  
As far as his policy of using Persian, (along with Kannada and Marathi) one needs to understand that 
Persian was the Court Language in the sub continent at that time. He was not a religious fanatic as he is 
being projected today. In his letter to Shankaracharya of Kamkoti Peetham he uses the prefix Jagatguru 
(World teacher) for him and he gave rich offerings to his shrine. It was the Maratha army of Raghunath 
Rao Patwardhan which invaded Mysore district of Bedanur and plundered Shringeri monastery. The 
Maratha army desecrated the deity of Math, Ma Sharada. Shankracharya wrote to Tipu about this. Tipu 
respectfully restored the monastery to its glory. Similarly he also gave donations to Shriangpattanam 
temple. During his reign ten Day Dushehara celebrations was part of the social life of Mysore and this 
festival was presided over by a members of Wodeyar family. It is said that his father revered a Sufi saint 
ThippeRudraswamy of Nayakana Hatti who was from an area close to Chitradurga in central Karnataka. 
(15)   

His right-hand man was a Brahmin, Purnnaiya, who was his Chief Minister and many of ministers were 
Brahmins. His alliances were not guided by religion but by power calculations. Sarfaraz Shaikh in his book 
Sultan-E-Khudad has reproduced the ‘Manifesto of Tipu Sultan’ in which he declares that he will not be 
discriminating against anybody on religious grounds, will protect his empire till his last breath, and will 
throw away British rule. (16) It is true that he targeted certain communities. Historian Kate Brittlebank 
comments about his policies, “…this was not a religious policy but one of chastisement”. The communities 
targeted by him were seen as disloyal to the state. As a matter of fact he also acted against some Muslim 
communities like the Mahdevis. The reason was not religion. These communities were in support of British 
and employed as horsemen in the East India Company’s armies. Another historian Susan Bayly says that 
his attacking Hindus and Christians outside his state is to be seen on political grounds as he at the same 
time had developed close relations with these communities within Mysore. 

The British had vested interests in projecting him as a Muslim fundamentalist. They propagated that they 
are coming to save the non-Muslims from the tyranny of Tipu. This was their standard ploy to unleash the 
wars. One can say that we should not eulogize the kingdoms or kings in current time. They can’t be our 
national icons. Still Tipu stands out from amongst all the kings who ruled different parts of the sub 
continent who could see the dangers of British coming here. In that sense he is amongst the first to lay 
down his life against British rule. Freedom movement in India built up gradually with mass participation. 

https://books.google.co.in/books?id=Fxqtx8SflEsC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sringeri+math+tipu+maratha&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwimn53NppnQAhUEKo8KHdbqCaIQ6AEITzAJ#v=onepage&q=tipu&f=false
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Tipus’ laying down his life does need to be recognized. In today’s times when communal ideology is going 
strong such icons are being demonized. Tipu’s anti-British contribution cannot be undermined! 

  

d. Rationalization’ of Text books or Communalization of Polity? 

Text books of schools are also a site of contestation between differing versions of nationalism. The two 

inheritors of colonial India, India and Pakistan show this in a parallel and opposite ways. In Pakistan since 

the country came up in the name of Islam, it taught a history in schools which began with Mohammad bin 

Kasim ruling in Sind in eight century. The Hindu kings and Hindus are shown in a poor light to the extent 

that an average child in Pakistan school will refer to a Hindu in a very derogatory way. 

India had a much different trajectory and succeeding the early historians, an attempt was made to make 

the history scientific and rational. Religion was not the sole marker of the king’s rule or diverse aspects of 

history, till BJP ruled NDA came to power in 1999, when Murli Manohar Joshi as MHRD minster undertook 

project of ‘saffronization of history and syllabus’. Saffronization term was broadly put to promote the view 

including understanding of History around Hindu nationalist discourse. It was based on the ‘glorious Hindu 

kings versus evil Muslim kings’. In addition the faith based subjects like astrology were made part of the 

curriculum. Rituals like ‘Putra Kameshti Yagya’ (ritual to have a son) found a place in the new syllabus. 

With UPA coming to power (2004) and attempt was made to undo part of this saffronization. Now with 

BJP in the saddle the process of communalization is being brought back, in the name of ‘rationalization’. 

NCERT on the pretext that Covid epidemic and the lockdown has put extra pressure on the students so 

there is a need to lighten the burden of students is deleting portions of the books which are a sore to the 

eye of ruling dispensation. Aghast by the rash and untoughtful ‘deletions’ which break the link of the 

whole many historians have expressed their dismay to the whole process, as portions related to Mughal 

history are being deleted while the portions relation to Vijayanagar Kingdom continue to be retained. (17) 

In the Hindu nationalist view of the ruling dispensation, Islam is a ‘foreign’ religion and Muslim kings were 

aggressors who came here and spread Islam on the point of the sword. The syncretism and social 

interactions during this period stands erased. How will these ideologues present the rise of great Sikh 

religion, Bhakti and Sufi tradition during this period remains to be seen. The Mughal period or any other 

period, cannot not be understood solely around the religion of the king. This pattern was introduced by 

British to pursue their policy of ‘divide and rule’. Particularly during the medieval period the alliances 

between Muslim and Hindu kings will have to be erased by this method of History writing. Just a single 

example, how will it be explained that in the battle of Haldighati Akbar’s commander in Chief was Raja 

Mansing and amongst the two generals of Rana Pratap, one was Hakim Khan Sur. 

This aspect of ‘deletion’ of Mughals, though at present in part, has been the most glaring part of the 

present process of rationalization. The accompanying other deletions go on to tell us the whole agenda 

of the ruling party.       

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/academics-and-historians-criticize-ncert-for-partisan-agenda-in-changing-textbooks-demand-deletions-be-withdrawn-101680959892996.html
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Gandhi’s life was the supreme example of promoting fraternity, mainly Hindu Muslim unity in the country. 

Now this stands deleted. The deleted portion is as follows “His (Gandhi’s) steadfast pursuit of Hindu-

Muslim unity provoked Hindu extremists so much that they made several attempts to assassinate 

Gandhiji… Gandhiji’s death had an almost magical effect on the communal situation in the country… The 

Government of India cracked down on organizations that were spreading communal hatred. 

Organizations like the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh were banned for some time…” 

The other major aspect, the outcome of communal politics is the rise of communal violence. The carnage 

in Gujarat, which was orchestrated on the pretext of Godhra train burning, now its reference is being 

dropped from the books, particularly where the role of BJP is indicated by National Human Rights 

Commission in failure of the Government to control the carnage. It was possible to control the carnage 

but the large military contingent which was available to the state Government was put on hold for three 

long days!  The deleted passage includes an apt observation, “Instances, like in Gujarat, alert us to the 

dangers involved in using religious sentiments for political purposes. This poses a threat to democratic 

politics.” It also deletes the advice of Prime Minster Atal Bihari Vajpayee to CM of Gujarat, Narendra Modi, 

‘My one message to the Chief Minister (of Gujarat) is that he should follow ‘raj dharma’. A ruler should 

not make any discrimination between his subjects on the basis of caste, creed and religion.” 

One of agenda of communal politics is to stifle democracy and undermine to suppress the mass 

movements. Many such movements which took place during last several decades stand omitted from the 

new books. The one aimed at preserving environment, Chipko Movement is out and the movement 

Narmada Bacaho, which aimed to preserve Adivasi’s rights and also save environment will not be there 

anymore. Communal politics also wants to ensure that the dalits-OBC remain on the lower strata of 

society. While the communal politics adopts complex tactics for this, the books will not mention the 

significant rebellion of dalits in the form of Dalit Panthers, which awakened the dalit masses to their plight 

and rights in the decade of 1970s. The most democratically empowering ‘Right to Information’ movement, 

the main achievement of democratic struggles will stand deleted from the new books.  

Origin of caste which has been from within the social norms and religious practices has been mostly 

attributed to the foreigners, Muslims in particular. So such a para has no place in the new books, “The 

priests also said that these groups were decided on the basis of birth… Later, they classified some people 

as untouchable. These included some crafts persons, hunters and gatherers, as well as people who helped 

perform burials and cremations. The priests said that contact with these groups was polluting…” “…Caste 

rules were set which did not allow the so-called “untouchables” to take on work, other than what they 

were meant to do. For example, some groups were forced to pick garbage and remove dead animals from 

the village. But they were not allowed to enter the homes of the upper castes or take water from the 

village well, or even enter temples. Their children could not sit next to children of other castes in school…” 

 

And of course Nehru’s vision of temples of Modern India has no place in the scheme of things practiced 

by communal forces today. How can this vision of the Architect Modern India can withstand the 

communalization of our text books, “Which place can be greater than this, this Bhakra Nangal, where 

thousands and lakhs of men have worked, have shed their blood and sweat and laid down their lives as 

well?” 
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Simlalry chapters like ‘Democracy and Diversity’ along with comments on the Emergency when the media 

and civil liberties were stifled stands deleted. All in all the deletions are total reflections of the political 

agenda of communal politics and it is not just the deletion of Mughals. 
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Post Script 

From Rath Yatra to Bharat Jodo Yatra: Recovery of India’s Soul 

Bharat Jodo yatra of Indian National Congress led by Rahul Gandhi and supported by many civil society 

groups and others started on 7th September 2022 from Kanyakumari and will culminate in Srinagar on 30th 

January 2023. The yatra is getting tremendous response from most sections of people. It began in the 

backdrop of worsening social scenario where on one side the intercommunity relations took a nosedive 

and on the other economic plight of average people worsened. Employment among youth dwindled, the 

condition of farmers, Dalits, Adivasis worsened and insecurity of women increased. The Yatra contrary to 

predictions got humongous response and has led to a sort of churning in the country. What does it portend 

for the future of the country and what are its challenges are dominating the thinking in sections of society. 

This paper deals with the backdrop in which the social scenario worsened; the response and challenges 

to the yatra to restore communal amity along with the values of Indian Constitution. 

Introduction 

India’s independence was marked by the tragic partition of the country with Muslim majority Pakistan 

coming into being. The communal forces which assisted the British policy of ‘divide and rule’ did not 

disappear. The Muslim communal elements dominated Pakistan while Hindu communal elements 

gradually started becoming strong over a period of time. The communal discourse took a dangerous leap 

from the BJP’s Rath Yatra by Advani, which aimed to build the Ram Temple. Its goal was to demolish Babri 

Mosque, an archeologically protected structure, built in sixteenth Century and in the process create a 

wedge between different religious communities. Let’s see the major incidents which deepened the divide 

between different communities and weakened the fraternity inherent in the values of our republic. 

Backdrop to Bharat Jodo Yatra 

Babri Demolition and Mumbai Violence 

Advani’s Rath Yatra was taken out in a Toyta Car converted in to a chariot and as it travelled from 

Ahmadabad towards Ayodhya, it was intercepted in Bihar. It left a trail of violence and blood on the way. 

“The March’s imagery was ‘religious, allusive, militant, masculine and ‘anti-Muslim’. This was reinforced 

by speeches of made by Advani which accused the government of ‘appeasing the Muslims’ minority and 

practicing pseudo secularism.’” (i). The yatra created an anti minority hate and intensified the prevalent 

propaganda that Muslim Kings destroyed Hindu temples and did atrocities against Hindus, including 

forcible conversions. 

The hate created by this led to repeated violence in city after city where the yatra passed. Anand 

Patwardhan, the noted documentary film maker commented “where ever rath yatra went, violence 

followed” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=QsBfJdKZCmk”). The sustained work of 

BJP-RSS Company led to the demolition of the mosque as the authorities in the Center and UP state 

deliberately failed in their duty to protect the mosque. “In five hours of Kar Seva all three domes (of 

mosque) were razed to the ground. The idols of ‘Ram Lalla’ were taken out…(and) bhajan Kirtan started 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=QsBfJdKZCmk
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around 7 PM” (ii). All this when the BJP leaders sitting on stage gave the slogans, Yeh to Keval Jhanki hai, 

Kashi Mathura Baki hai, (This is just a prelude, Kashi Mathura will follow). This triggered the anti-Muslim 

violence in Mumbai, Surat and Bhopal. Also Ayodhya witnessed the attack on photographers, and the 

local Muslim residents.  

Liberahan commission appointed in the aftermath of demolition concluded, “…the events of and leading 

up to the 6th December in the birthplace of the virtuous Lord Ram considered an incarnation of God and 

the ideal king, were tainted by a joint conspiratorial enterprise.” (iii) 

This unleashed the massive violence and Mumbai which was unprecedented. In this anti-Muslim violence 

nearly 1000 people were killed out of which 750 were Muslims. Loss of property primarily of Muslims was 

close to 10000 crores. Shrikrishna Commission nailed the culprits but no punishment was given to the 

culprits. The slogans, ‘Muslims have only two places to go: Graveyard or Pakistan’ were thick in the air. 

This led to massive ghettoization of Muslims in areas like Mumbra, Bhendi Bazar and Jogeshwari. This 

gave an electoral boost to BJP and it succeeded to come to power in 1996. The communalization of society 

got a big boost.  

Anti Christian Violence: Pastor Stains-Kandhamal 

The propaganda that Christian missionaries are converting by force, fraud and allurement has been very 

prevalent from last many decades. This was the base on which anti-Christian violence was launched, 

initially few spectacular incidents followed by sub-radar anti Christian violence.  

The burning of Pastor Stains by Bajrang Dal’s, Rajendra Pal, aka Darasingh Dal came as a big shock to the 

whole country. The Pastor was sleeping in an open jeep when Dara Singh and many others burnt them 

alive. The then President of India K.R. Narayanan described it as "a monumental aberration of time-tested 

tolerance and harmony. The killings belong to the world's inventory of black deeds" (1) Wadhva 

Commission was appointed by Home Minster L.K.Advani in the aftermath of this brutal act gave its report 

as per which, “…the pastor was not involved in any conversion activities and that the percentage of 

Christian population in the area has remained static despite the Pastor working in the area.” (2) 

The anti Christian violence picked up since then and in Dangs (Gujarat) Jhabua (MP) and Kandhaml in 

particular. Most of this took place around Christmas time. At the same time Vanavasi Kalyan Ashram 

(affiliate of RSS) set up its activities in Adivasi areas and Hinduisation of Adivasis went on large scale. 

Organizing of Shabri Kumbh (Congregations), and promoting Lord Hanuman and Shabri as the major icons 

for Adivasis was initiated at large scale. In these areas the Ashrams set up by Swami Aseemanand (Dangs) 

activities of followers of Asaram Bapu (Jhabua) and Swami Laxmannand (Kandhamal, Orissa) began 

spreading anti Christian propaganda and violence was the consequence. This violence peaked in 

Kandhamal in August 2008 in which nearly 100 Christians were killed and many Churches were attacked. 

John Dayal Writes “The violence began when the Vishwa Hindu Parishad vice president Lakshmananda 

Saraswati, who had moved to Kandhamal forty years earlier to combat, as he said, the Christian influence 

in the Tribal and Dalit district, was shot dead in his ashram. Local Maoists took the credit for the murder. 

But people such as Praveen Togadia roused the local people by taking his body in a motorcade along 270 
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kilometers of a tortuous journey through major villages. As the body went past, local thugs and Sangh 

cadres launched an attack on the Christian population.”(3) 

Since then many scattered acts of violence have been taking place against this community. The prayer 

meetings are attacked, Pastors are arrested on the charge of conversion and an atmosphere against 

Christians has been created, which led Julio Reibero, the respectable police officer to comment “Today, 

in my 86th year, I feel threatened, not wanted, reduced to a stranger in my own country.  The same 

category of citizens who had put their trust in me to rescue them from a force they could not comprehend 

have now come out of the woodwork to condemn me for practicing a religion that is different from theirs. 

I am not an Indian anymore, at least in the eyes of the proponents of the Hindu Rashtra.” (4) This reflected 

the sentiments of large section of Christians. 

Gujarat Carnage 2002 

On the pretext of burning of Sabarmati Coach (S 6) violence was launched against the Muslim community 

in Gujarat, in which nearly 2000 lives were lost, 80% of those being Muslims. “Senior Gujarat police officer 

Sanjeev Bhatt has told the Supreme Court in an affidavit that chief minister Narendra Modi had asked 

police officials to "let Hindus vent out their anger against Muslims following the Sabarmati Express train 

burning incident in Godhra on February 27, 2002"(5) 

Babu Bajrangi, in a Tehelka sting by Ashish Khetan had stated that it was like a one-day match and he was 

feeling like Maharana Pratap while doing the killings. He was given life imprisonment and is currently on 

bail (6). Similarly another guilty Maya Kodnanni was given life imprisonment and is currently on bail. The 

attitude of Government and handling of situation became clear when General Zamiruddin Shah said that 

his battalion, which had been sent to Gujarat to quell violence, had to wait for three days before being 

brought into action. As per him “… after about 3,000 troops landed at an Ahmadabad airfield at 7 am on 

March 1 - the day after the riots broke out - they waited for transport and other logistical support from 

the state government, which was delayed.” (7) 

The Gujarat carnage led to massive ghettoization of Muslim community. Juhapura, bereft of most civic 

facilities is the live testimony to the plight of minority. This trend of ghettoization is on the upswing and 

different areas of the country face similar issues. 

Muzzafarnagar Violence: Love Jihad 

The communal forces have been spreading the misconception about love jihad. This campaign is totally a 

construct to target Muslim youth and to increase the patriarchal control over Hindu girls. Charu Gupta 

writes, “False claim that there is ‘love jihad’ organization which is forcing Hindu women to convert to 

Islam, through false expression of love is similar to a campaign in 1920s in North India against “alleged 

abductions”. Whether 1920s or 2009, Hindu Patriarchal notions appear deeply entrenched in such 

campaigns: images of passive victimized Hindu women at the hands of inscrutable Muslims abound, and 

any possibility of Hindu women exercising their legitimate right to love and their right to choice is ignored” 
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(iv) This in a way was the backdrop of massive Muzzafarnagar violence, in which loss of lives and property 

of Muslim farmers was immense.    

The angle of love jihad and saving ‘our women’ was very much there as the Muslim boy who hit the bicycle 

of a Hindu boy was accused of teasing his sister. As such in the violence, “In this case of Muzaffarnagar 

violence as the three boys got killed on the pretext of teasing of the girl after a skirmish on the road (there 

are two versions of the beginning of the episode). There was enough time to see the dangers of such an 

inter-religious violence and control the same. But that was not to be. The officers in violation of the rules 

and even the imposition of 144 in the area let the Mahapanchayat (Congregation) of over a lakh people 

take place.”(8) This triggered the onset of violence in the state. 

Another horrific case related to propaganda of love jihad was the one related to burning alive a Muslim. 

Shambhulal Regar did the heinous crime of killing a Muslim labor, with mind full of Love jihad obsession. 

“The horrific part of the incident was that Shambhu got his 14 year old nephew to shoot the incident on 

video and then to upload the clip. The incident must belong to hate crime of the worst order. Killing with 

axe then burning the body and video shooting it!” (9) 

Cow Beef and Lynching 

Adding to the vicious atmosphere, the divisive sentiments among Hindus were deepened by throwing up 

the issue of Cow as Holy mother and talking of beef ban. This was meticulously done to incite the Hate 

against Muslims. As per IndiaSpend report “Muslims were the target of 51% of violence centered on 

bovine issues over nearly eight years (2010 to 2017) and comprised 86% of 28 Indians killed in 63 incidents. 

As many of 97 per cent of these attacks were reported after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government 

came to power in May 2014, and about half the cow-related violence — 32 of 63 cases –were from states 

governed by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) when the attacks were reported, revealed our analysis of 

violence recorded until June 25, 2017.” (10) Una incident of flogging four dalit youth for carrying the dead 

cows was equally horrific drilling a massive fear among the section of dalits dealing with leather and other 

products from dead animals.  

CAA NRC: Shaheen Baug 

The massive exercise of Citizens Amendment Act was implemented in Assam. The problems faced by 

citizens in Assam were massive. Keeping records for those living on pavements or even with average 

families is not easy. This was done in the backdrop of the propaganda that millions of Bangla Deshis have 

infiltrated in Assam and are a threat to security. At the end of the whole effort what came out was the 

false nature of the propaganda. The result was nearly 20 Lakh people were found who did not have proper 

papers, out of this 12 Lakhs were Hindus. 

In this backdrop the government brought in Citizenship bill as per which the citizenship for immigrants 

from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangla Desh will be granted to Hindus, Christians and Buddhists. The 

Muslims were kept out of the list. The massive protests against this were there and police mercilessly 



Modi Sarkar: India in Communal Grip 

 
135 

cracked down on students in AMU and Jamia Milia in particular. This is what precipitated the Shaheen 

Baug Movement by Muslim women in Delhi to begin with and then it picked up all over the country. These 

protests had vast Impact. “… these protests can be interpreted as acts of citizenship where women 

spearheaded demonstrations against the Indian state to withhold their rights of citizenship as ‘activist 

citizens’, asserting the constitutional value of respecting diversity and democratic citizenship, thereby 

demonstrating ‘constitutional patriotism’” (11) 

The Economic Scenario 

The economic scenario was marked by rising prices, failure to fulfill the promise of jobs and rise in 

consumer product prices. The petrol-diesel prices touched the sky and rupee kept having a free fall against 

dollar. The economic and global indices saw a continuous fall in most of the spheres. The hunger index, 

freedom of religion, democratic freedoms all saw a steep decline. “India’s score on Civil Liberties was flat 

at 42 till 2018 but dropped sharply to 33 by 2022; that for Political Rights dropped from 35 to 33. Thus, 

India’s total score dropped to 66 which places India in the “partially free” category – the same status it 

had during the Emergency. Since the publication of the index, the only two previous instances where India 

was considered as ‘Partially Free’ was during the time of emergency and then during 1991-96 which were 

years of economic liberalization” (12) 

The farm laws intended to increase the grip of corporate sector on the peasant’s economy were 

implemented and met with a massive protest. This protest lasted for close to a year, finally Government 

had to withdraw the laws. Good reflection of the high-handed policies of the Government. It was a big 

sacrifice by farmers and the World saw that a unified struggle can still oppose the repressive policies of 

state. While withdrawing the agitation the Sanyukta Kisan Morcha (United Peasants Front), leading the 

protest states, “The current agitation stands suspended… The SKM dedicates the fabulous and historic 

victory of the struggle to around 715 martyrs of the movement, including those in Lakhimpur Kheri. SKM 

congratulates all the protesting farmers and citizens, and their supporters,” (13) 

Democratic Liberties 

The authoritarianism went up by leaps. The powers of Prime Minster became close to absolute. With the 

different agencies meant to counterbalance the power of executive getting constrained. Modi was on the 

trip to unfold the agenda called Hindutva agenda. Abrogation of Article 370, construction of Ram temple 

has already been achieved. With full media, becoming Pro Government, the voice of opposition got 

further undermined and those criticizing the Government were labeled anti-National. Many intellectuals 

have been labeled Urban Naxals and are in jails. The attack on JNUSU (Jawaharlal Nehru University 

Students Union), the Hyderabad University episode leading to Rohith Vemula and banning of Periyar Study 

Circle in IIT Madras, came as the repressive policy of the Government which overall added to the stifling 

of atmosphere. BBC report calls India as partly free, “Since 2014, it says, increased pressure on human 

rights organizations, intimidation of journalists and activists, and a spate of attacks, especially those 

against Muslims, had led to a deterioration of political and civil liberties in the country.” (14)  
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It is in this backdrop that ‘Bharat Jodo: Nafrat Chhodo’ (Unite India: Leave Hate) was conceptualized. 

Bharat Jodo: 

The yatra (Pilgrimage) began on from Kanyakumari. Its route passed through 12 states and two union 

territories to culminate in Srinagar on 30th January, Mahatma Gandhi’s martyrdom day. It got huge 

response right from the word go. It kept its slogan of unity of India. Rahul Gandhi (RG) is the central figure. 

The issues it raised through slogans, songs and regular press conferences were related to the issues of 

livelihood, rising prices, growing unemployment, the rising hate against minorities and the atmosphere of 

intimidation and fear. 

In addition to the efforts of the Indian National Congress, many civil society groups also came forward in 

this endeavor. Yogendra Yadav, form Swaraj India played major role in getting the civil society groups for 

associating, and articulating their own concerns as well. Neatly summing up the need for this yatra, He 

summarized the backdrop of such a need, “Never before have the values of our Republic faced as heinous 

an assault as they have in the recent past. Never before have hate, division and exclusion unleashed on 

us with such impunity. Never before have we seen a regime so callous to the plight of the people while 

the economy lies in ruins, propped up only by a few favored cronies. Never before have had the real 

nation-builders — an overwhelming majority of the farmers and workers, Dalits and Adivasis — faced such 

effective exclusion in the shaping of the nation’s future.” (15) 

As such Yatra has a spiritual connotation in India. It is a spiritual journey. The most significant Yatra one 

remembers was the Dandi March of Mahatma Gandhi, which roused the conscience of the nation against 

British injustice. After 1933 Gandhi undertook many yatras to eradicate untouchability, which had 

profound effect on the psyche of the nation in eradicating untouchability. 

It is getting such a response yatra is on foot, unlike the Toyota Converted into chariot. In this people come 

to join and mix with the yatra and share their issues with RG, who is all ears for them, "If I had undertaken 

this yatra in a BMW, the people you see here would not have come. They have joined because I am walking 

on the road, meeting them, and listening to them.” (16)  His tee shirt has also become a matter of great 

discussion along with his tireless journey, he says, "They [media persons] keep asking me how I do not 

feel cold. But they do not ask the farmer, the worker, poor children, this question…I have walked 2,800 

km, but I believe that is not a big deal. Farmers walk so much every day; as do farm laborers, factory 

workers – all of India, in fact.” (17) 

Love and compassion of the tradition of Buddha and Gandhi are the core concerns and message. Through 

the politics of Hate the divisive forces have brought country to a pass where the weaker section is feeling 

insecure and marginalized. It is in this context that RG said, ‘Maine Nafarat Ke Bazar mein Mohabbat ki 

Dukan Kholi hai’ (I have opened the shop puff love in the Market of Hate) 

Interestingly while Congress and national flags are there, one can see diverse expression in this journey. 

The type of people associating are from all walks of life, sharing their plight and coming out with their 
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problems and ideas to the one who is regarding this as a learning process for him. Surely those who are 

travelling are getting a real feel of what India is all about and what type of travails it is suffering from last 

decade or so. Many accounts of Yatra tell us the receptive nature of RG who behaves more like an 

empathetic friend rather than a politician with inflated ego. 

This journey is the most significant movement which has happened in India. On one hand one can see the 

yearning of the vast section to be heard on the other there are social groups keenly following it to imbibe 

nature of issues which are dogging the nation. Apart from RG the civil society groups are looking up and 

associating to ensure that this learning will help them to enhance the struggle for rights of the people. It 

is clear as on one side RG/Congress have initiated the yatra, on the other different sections of society had 

been looking for a move where they could express their pain and anguish, where they could articulate 

their suffering. Parallel to this there are programs to start other local programs and also other yatras in 

different parts of the country. So the first goal of yatra to create a churning in the society seems to be 

within striking distance, that it cannot be the endpoint. 

Challenges to Yatra 

While there was a criticism against the Yatra, that Congress party which is initiating this process needs to 

unite itself, and that it will be a flop. It is not a flop in the first instance, but the question remains whether 

it can make the Congress stronger remains. 

Noted critics like Suhas Palshikar have from an empathetic angle raised other issues, which need a deeper 

introspection. Suhash Palshikar in his article in Indian Express (Jan 14, 2023) writes, "But on both counts 

— the rejuvenation of the party and the rediscovery of our democratic national self — the Bharat Jodo 

Yatra seems to be underperforming in comparison to its stated ambition. It is understandable that in view 

of the participation of many non-Congress groups, it does not want to over emphasise the objective of 

Congress rejuvenation.” (18) 

Pratap Bhanu Mehta makes a very pertinent observation about this Yatra (Indian Express ‘A Journey in 

Search of Destination’, December 24, 2022) “It was to give a glimpse of an alternative style of politics: A 

politics of decency, comfortable with listening, refreshingly bereft of the orgies of hate that define public 

discourse. The Yatra embodied love and national unity. Doubtless, it created that effervescence for those 

who participated.” (19) 

Responding to these valid observations and comments, Yogendra Yadav, who is not only participating in 

the Yatra as a yatri, observes “Indeed, its destination must go beyond Srinagar — to the mind and heart 

of every Indian. These mid-term assessments must be seen as guides to action, as lighthouses. 

A yatri would do well to heed Palshikar’s call to expand the “geographical, political, and intellectual scope” 

of the yatra. Or address Mehta’s three tests — creating a new ideological vision, gaining political 

momentum, and becoming the fulcrum of opposition unity.” (20) 

The Likely Fallout 
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Though yatra is completing on 30th January, the future programs have not been outline concretely yet. A 

glimpse of Rahul Gandhi’s letter as the Yatra is coming to a close (30th January) is very indicative of future 

prospects. The letter in a way sums up what he observed and what are the needs for future, "The people 

of our country realize that we cannot reach our full potential unless we embrace our diversity and work 

shoulder to shoulder. I strongly believe that India will reject hatred. We will rise above caste, religion, 

language, gender, and all other differences that cause rifts in society. Our greatness lies in our ‘Unity in 

Diversity’. My message to each one of you - Daro Mat! (Don’t be scared), Remove fear from your hearts 

and hatred will vanish from within you," (21) He also warns of the economic difficulties and 

unemployment which the country is facing. 

The impact on the communal scenario can be partly glanced from an article of Yogendra Yadav. I also can 

vouch with my little participation in the yatra, that it may be the beginning of the process of combating 

hate and promoting amity. (22) Yadav feels that wherever the message of Yatra has reached it has de-

escalated the communal tensions. He sums up his observations and hypothesis by saying “Rahul Gandhi’s 

forthright position against the politics of hate, a refreshing change from the equivocation or strategic 

silence by most mainstream political leaders of the opposition, has suddenly made it acceptable to speak 

about love. Statements like “Main nafrat ke bazaar mein mohabbat ki dukaan kholne aaya hoon (I have 

to come to open a counter of love in the bazaar of hatred)” have a longer shelf life than we imagine.” (23) 

It is likely that as the atmosphere of hate declines the fear and intimidation of minorities will come down. 

The expressions of people’s concern may come out more boldly. The Congress as electoral machine may 

be able to put its house in order. At the same time other non-BJP political parties may see more ray of 

hope in the possibility of a coalition at center which can come up as a defense of pluralism of India, of 

bringing back the country to the path which we embarked with hope and longing on 15th August 1947. It 

may pave the path of taking our Constitution more seriously, to follow this path more sincerely in future. 

 

Summing up 

Zoya Hasan, the renowned social scientist correctly sums up the yatra, “BJY has raised three big issues 

– economic inequality, social polarization, and authoritarian politics. These issues have been raised 

every day during Rahul Gandhi’s interactions while walking, in his press conferences, in meetings with 

special collectives of people, in speeches, and in rallies.” (24) 

On similar lines S.N.Sahu, Apoorvanand in Janata Weekly. 15th January 2023 (‘Issues Raised by Dandi 

March Resonate in Bharat Jodo Yatra’) “The import of BJY is better comprehended by locating it in the 

historical backdrop of Dandi March, the significance of which endures beyond time and space. It was on 

the 91st anniversary of Dandi March on March 12, 2022, that Prime Minister Modi started the national 

celebrations of the 75th anniversary of our Independence, Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotasav. It is equally 

significant that during the Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotasav, the BJY began from Kanyakumari to unify India by 

taking head-on the forces of hatred and engaging in an ideological struggle with them.” (25) 
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Whether the yatra can pull the country from the dark tunnel of material deprivations and attacks on 

diverse culture of India, only time will tell but what it has demonstrated that it a phenomenal beginning 

and it has a great potential to change to culture of Hate to culture of love and amity. 
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Shaheen Bagh movement: Strengthening democracy-uniting India 

 

By Ram Puniyani 

 

As democracy is seeping in slowly all over the world, there is an organization which is monitoring the 

degree of democracy in the individual countries, The Economist Intelligence Unit. As such in each country 

there are diverse factors which on one hand work to deepen it, while others weaken it. Overall there is a 

march from theoretical democracy to substantive one. The substantive democracy will herald not just the 

formal equality, freedom and community feeling in the country but will be founded on the substantive 

quality of these values. 

 

In India while the introduction of modern education, transport, communication laid the backdrop of 

beginning of the process, the direction towards deepening of the process begins with Mahatma Gandhi 

when he led the non-cooperation movement in 1920, in which average people participated. The 

movement of freedom for India went on to become the 'greatest ever mass movement' in the World. 

The approval and standards for democracy were enshrined in Indian Constitution, which begins 'We the 

people of India', and was adopted on 26th January 1950. With this Constitution and the policies adopted 

by Nehru the process of democratization started seeping further, the dreaded Emergency in 1975, which 

was lifted later restored democratic freedoms in some degree. This process of democratisation is facing 

an opposition since the decade of 1990s after the launch of Ram Temple agitation, and has seen the 

further erosion with BJP led Government coming to power in 2014. The state has been proactively 

attacking civil liberties, pluralism and participative political culture with democracy becoming flawed in a 

serious way. And this is what got reflected in the slipping of India by ten places, to 51st, in 2019. On the 
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index of democracy India slipped down from the score of 7.23 to 6.90. The impact of sectarian BJP politics 

is writ on the state of the nation, country. 

 

Ironically this lowering of score has come at a time when the popular protests, the deepening of 

democracy has been given a boost and is picking up with the Shaheen Bagh protests. The protest which 

began in Shaheen Bagh, Delhi in the backdrop of this Government getting the Citizenship amendment Bill 

getting converted into an act and mercilessly attacking the students of Jamia Milia Islamia, Aligarh Muslim 

University along with high handed approach in Jamia Nagar and neighbouring areas. From 15th December 

2019, the laudable protest is on. 

 

It is interesting to note that the lead in this protest has been taken by the Muslim women, from the Burqa-

Hijab clad to 'not looking Muslim' women and was joined by students and youth from all the communities, 

and later by the people from all the communities. Interestingly this time around this Muslim women-

initiated protest has contrast from all the protests which earlier had begun by Muslims. The protests 

opposing Shah Bano Judgment, the protests opposing entry of women in Haji Ali, the protests opposing 

the Government move to abolish triple Talaq. So far the maulanas from top were initiating the protests, 

with beard and skull cap dominating the marches and protests. The protests were by and large for 

protecting Sharia, Islam and were restricted to Muslim community participating. 

 

This time around while Narendra Modi pronounced that 'protesters can be identified by their clothes', 

those who can be identified by their external appearance are greatly outnumbered by all those identified 

or not identified by their appearance. 

 

The protests are not to save Islam or any other religion but to protect Indian Constitution. The slogans are 

structured around 'Defence of democracy and Indian Constitution'. The theme slogans are not Allahu 

Akbar' or Nara-E-Tadbeer' but around preamble of Indian Constitution. The lead songs have come to be 

Faiz Ahmad Faiz's 'Hum Dekhenge', a protest against Zia Ul Haq's attempts to crush democracy in the 

name of religion. Another leading protest song is from Varun Grover, 'Tanashah Aayenge.Hum Kagaz nahin 

Dikhayenge', a call to civil disobedience against the CAA-NRC exercise and characterising the dictatorial 

nature of the current ruling regime. 

 

While BJP was telling us that primary problem of Muslim women is Triple Talaq, the Muslim women led 

movements has articulated that primary problem is the very threat to Muslim community. All other 

communities, cutting across religious lines, those below poverty line, those landless and shelter less 
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people also see that if the citizenship of Muslims can be threatened because of lack of some papers, they 

will be not far behind in the victimization process being unleashed by this Government. 

 

While CAA-NRC has acted as the precipitating factor, the policies of Modi regime, starting from failure to 

fulfil the tall promises of bringing back black money, the cruel impact of demonetisation, the rising prices 

of commodities, the rising unemployment, the divisive policies of the ruling dispensation are the base on 

which these protest movements are standing. The spread of the protest movement, spontaneous but 

having similar message is remarkable. Shaheen Bagh is no more just a physical space; it's a symbol of 

resistance against the divisive policies, against the policies which are increasing the sufferings of poor 

workers, the farmers and the average sections of society. 

 

What is clear is that as identity issues, emotive issues like Ram Temple, Cow Beef, Love Jihad and Ghar 

Wapasi aimed to divide the society, Shaheen Bagh is uniting the society like never before. The 

democratisation process which faced erosion is getting a boost through people coming together around 

the Preamble of Indian Constitution, singing of Jan Gan Man, waving of tricolour and upholding the 

national icons like Gandhi, Bhagat Singh, Ambedkar and Maulana Azad. One can feel the sentiments which 

built India; one can see the courage of people to protect what India's freedom movement and Indian 

Constitution gave them. 

 

Surely the communal forces are spreading canards and falsehood against the protests. As such these 

protests which is a solid foundation of our democracy. The spontaneity of the movement is a strength 

which needs to be channelized to uphold Indian Constitution and democratic ethos of our beloved 

country. 
 

 

*** 
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